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The Louisiana Bird Atlas Project is a multi-year citizen science effort designed to quantify 
bird distribution and abundance for all species regularly occurring in the state of Louisiana 
during two time periods: summer and winter. Data were collected by volunteers in a citizen 
science framework across eight years, from 2007 to 2014. A total of 351 species was 
recorded (254 during the Summer Bird Atlas and 315 during the Winter Bird Atlas). Maps 
showing distribution and relative abundance for each species were generated within a 
Geographical Information System, and were accompanied by short descriptions of status, 
distribution, abundance, and other patterns. Distributions of 116 species that were also 
recorded during a previous atlas effort, the Louisiana Breeding Bird Atlas (Wiedenfeld & 
Swan, 2000), were compared using the Chi-square statistical test to detect changes in 
distribution between 2000 and 2014. The Louisiana Bird Atlas Project generated a baseline 
snapshot of bird distributions and abundance from the early part of the 21st century that 
can be compared to future changes due to potential climate change, habitat degradation, 
and other factors.  
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Chapter 1. The Louisiana Bird Atlas 
 
1.1 Introduction to the Louisiana Bird Atlas Project 
Understanding how species are distributed across space is the first step towards determining 
the factors that shape distributions, and insights into the forces shaping biodiversity depend on 
accurate delimitation of the ranges of the organisms involved. Many factors affect a species 
range, including abiotic factors such as climate and topography, and biotic factors such as 
predator-prey interactions, parasites, and interspecific competition. Ranges are critical for 
explaining the patterns observed in ecology and evolutionary biology, and they have important 
implications for management and conservation of biodiversity. With the impending 
environmental changes predicted by climate science, understanding how species will likely 
respond to those changes is a crucial challenge for ecologists in the coming decades. This is 
especially important to Louisiana, which has lost 5,000 km2 of coastal land in the last 100 
years, and is projected to continue to lose land for the foreseeable future (Couvillion, et al., 
2011; Jankowski, Törnqvist, & Fernandes, 2017; Zou, et al., 2016). 
Although the bird communities of Louisiana have been studied for close to two centuries, 
beginning with John James Audubon in 1820, significant gaps in our understanding in where 
and how birds are distributed remain. The over-arching goal of the Louisiana Bird Atlas Project 
is to fill these gaps in our collective knowledge of bird distribution and relative abundance by 
quantifying the state-wide distributions of all of Louisiana’s bird species for two seasons: the 
summer breeding season and the winter non-breeding season. The result is a compendium of 
maps that illustrate both distribution and abundance for all species. With a focus on 
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quantifying the relative abundance of all bird species during both the summer breeding season 
and the winter non-breeding season, this project will be the first comprehensive source for 
data on the status and distribution of birds across the state and seasons, as well as the first 
such resource available for any major geopolitical region anywhere in the Western 
Hemisphere. The need for comprehensive range mapping is especially acute in the interior of 
the state, away from the traditional centers of ornithological activity near the metropolitan 
areas and along the coast. Ultimately, understanding species abundance as well as distribution 
is critical for conservation. 
Maps are an intuitive way to depict where a species occurs in relation to information that may 
help explain the distributional patterns observed, such as geographic landforms, anthropogenic 
impacts, and climatic zones. An atlas is a compilation of species distribution maps that allows 
side-by-side comparisons among species ranges. Within the past half-century, the 
ornithological world has adopted the atlas as the preferred format to illustrate the ranges of 
birds. However, the focus of virtually all previous ornithological atlas projects has been on the 
breeding season (Donald & Fuller, 1998; Gibbons et al., 2007). However, recent studies have 
demonstrated that conditions experienced during the non-breeding season can have dramatic 
impacts on the rest of an individual’s life cycle, which has implications for species persistence 
(Lehikoinen, et al., 2016; Marra, et al., 2015; Morrison, Robinson, Clark, Risely, & Gill, 2013; 
Rushing, Ryder, & Marra, 2016; Rushing et al., 2017). Therefore, understanding where birds 
occur outside the breeding season is critical for developing effective conservation measures as 
well as understanding the basic biology for at-risk species. Thus, the Winter Bird Atlas aimed 
to quantify and describe the winter ranges for Louisiana’s avifauna in a comprehensive 
manner, the first time that this has been done in the United States. 
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In addition to providing comprehensive, state-wide estimates of the distributions of all species 
of birds in Louisiana in both breeding and non-breeding seasons, the Louisiana Bird Atlas 
Project also provides estimates of relative abundance for each species. This is a measure of the 
number of individuals encountered per unit of time and is a standard method for estimating 
variation in abundance within a species across the landscape, independent of effort. Thus, 
abundance data collected based on different amounts of observer effort can be compared 
directly using “number of individuals per hour”. Adding a measure of relative abundance to 
atlas maps provides an additional layer of information that should aid in analyzing 
mechanisms underlying range limits. For example, relative abundance data collected over a 
large geographic area for a suite of species can be used to compile abundance gradients, which 
in turn can be used in comparison with various environmental gradients to make inferences 
about the relationships among abundance, range, and environment.  
Latitude is a well-known correlate of ecological patterns. One of the most well-known and 
pervasive global patterns in biogeography and macroecology is the Latitudinal Diversity 
Gradient, which shows that species richness generally decreases as latitude increases 
(Hillebrand, 2004; Hawkins, Porter, & Diniz-Filho, 2003; Pianka, 1966). This has been shown 
to occur even over relatively small scales, although the effects are generally weaker than at 
larger spatial scales (Rahbek, 2005). Gradients in relative abundance have not been as well 
studied as species richness gradients, because so few large-scale datasets quantify geographic 
variation in abundance. I used the Louisiana Bird Atlas Project dataset to test how latitude, 
climate, abundance, and diversity might be related at the landscape scale. 
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The Louisiana Bird Atlas, like all other atlas projects, used a citizen science approach to data 
collection. Citizen science is the process by which scientific data are collected for a specific 
project by dedicated and skilled amateur observers, rather than career professionals. Observers 
are rewarded by their own interests and the satisfaction of their contribution to an important 
project that they regard as worthwhile. Data were entered directly by observers into the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s popular eBird project (Sullivan et al., 2009), which has become 
the leading bird-related citizen science platform. A customized portal within the eBird project 
facilitated data entry for observers, as well as data collection for project leaders. The amateur 
birdwatching community in Louisiana is modest in size relative to more populous states, but 
Atlas survey volunteers were generally highly skilled and motivated, and the appeal of the 
finished Atlas product was critical to the popularity of the project. Observer skills varied from 
intermediate to seasoned professional ornithologists, but all participants had sufficient field 
skills to identify the birds of their survey areas by sight and sound with a high level of 
accuracy, from scales ranging from their own neighborhood to the state as a whole. 
A major advantage of using a citizen science approach to data collection is that it produces 
large quantities of data that would be impossible through alternate methods. Nonetheless, 
data collected in a citizen science framework is variable in terms of quality; therefore, 
extensive post-collection vetting and filtering was used to standardize and validate data for 
incorporation into a uniform structure that could be easily analyzed, and was essential to 
ensure a high level of accuracy in the final product.  
The Louisiana Bird Atlas Project is an important contribution to a series of bodies of work 
documenting the status and distribution of Louisiana’s bird life. The first of these The Birds of 
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Louisiana, commissioned by the Louisiana Department of Conservation and published in 1918 
by Stanley Clisby Arthur (Arthur, 1918). This work was the first of its kind for the state and 
laid the groundwork for future research by documenting the status and distribution of 
Louisiana’s birds through the beginning of the 20th century. In 1938, Harry C. Oberholser 
updated this work with the 834-page tome The Bird Life of Louisiana (Oberholser, 1938). This 
work was the first to attempt to describe the abundance of birds throughout the state, and it 
greatly expanded Arthur’s earlier work. Seventeen years later George Lowery, the first curator 
of birds at the LSU Museum of Natural Science, undertook a similar work to update 
Oberholser’s book. This led to the publication of Louisiana Birds (Lowery, 1955). Lowery 
updated this in 1960 and again in 1974 with second and third editions (Lowery 1960, 1974). 
The next comprehensive publication on Louisiana’s birds was Wiedenfeld and Swan’s (2000) 
Louisiana Breeding Bird Atlas (LBBA). This was the first attempt to quantify the distribution of 
Louisiana’s breeding avifauna in a systematic manner. The LBBA represented a traditional bird 
atlas framework, using citizen science to map the breeding distributions of Louisiana’s birds, 
using data gathered from 1994 to 1996. The LBBA project used a 7.5-minute USGS quad grid 
system for mapping bird distribution, and this same scale was adopted in the Louisiana Bird 
Atlas Project. Although the LBBA gave an accurate overall picture of breeding species at the 
end of the 20th century, it presented only presence/absence data. Because species typically vary 
geographically in their relative abundance, the Louisiana Bird Atlas Project added the 
dimension of relative abundance to its protocol. 
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1.2 Atlas Data Collection Methods 
1.2.1 Survey Area 
The Louisiana Bird Atlas Project was conceived by J. V. Remsen in 2006. Data collection began 
under a pilot program in 2007, with methodological input from Richard E. Gibbons, Steven W. 
Cardiff, and Donna L. Dittmann. During the subsequent seven years (2008-2014), data were 
collected for both the summer and winter periods of the atlas (Remsen, 2012). The sampling 
unit is based on the 7.5-minute quadrangle system of the United States Geological Survey. 
Quadrangles (quads) were 7.5 minutes of latitude by 7.5 minutes of longitude, or 7 x 8 miles 
(approximately 11.25 x 12.85 km), i.e. approximately 56 mi2. The 7.5-minute quadrangles 
were considered the most appropriate grid size because they are large enough to encompass a 
selection of habitats, yet small enough to be surveyed thoroughly enough to characterize the 
avifauna in a reasonable timeframe. Louisiana’s borders include portions of 955 quads. 
However, those quads on the border that are more than 50% outside Louisiana (70 quads) 
were excluded from the sampling design. Also, quads that were 75% or more water (81 quads) 
were excluded. This left a core of 804 quads targeted for sampling. 
1.2.2 Bird Survey Data 
A goal of 10 hours of observer coverage was considered a priori to be a sufficient threshold for 
thorough surveys in the summer, whereas a minimum threshold of 20 hours was selected for 
winter quads. This difference was due to two factors: 1) during the summer birds are generally 
easier to detect because they vocalize much more frequently compared to the winter; and 2) 
observers were more willing to dedicate time to survey effort during the winter because of 
more pleasant weather conditions as well as the increased chance of finding rare or unusual 
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species; also, bird activity in the summer decreases dramatically by late morning, whereas 
activity is fairly consistent all day in winter. Volunteers chose days with weather that did not 
seriously interfere with detection rates (i.e. strong wind or precipitation). The minimum 
survey duration was set arbitrarily at one continuous hour of observation to reduce biases of 
shorter duration surveys; however, observers typically devoted entire mornings (or entire days 
during the winter) to their surveys to try to find as many species as possible, and to cover as 
much of the quad as possible. Observers recorded all individuals of all species they saw and 
heard, and entered those data into eBird under the name of the quad surveyed. As noted 
above, observers were universally well-versed in bird identification, so misidentified records of 
regular summer or winter species were rare enough that they were unlikely to affect analyses. 
Records of species from unexpected dates or locations were only admitted into the Atlas 
database if they were well-supported by corroborating documentation. 
English and scientific names follow the classification of the American Ornithological Society 
(American Ornithologists' Union, 1998) and latest updates (Chesser, et al., 2016). 
1.2.3 Survey Periods 
The Winter Bird Atlas survey period extended from 10 January to 20 February every year 
between 2007 and 2014. The beginning date of the period was selected to avoid December, 
when straggling migrants still linger in small numbers. Louisiana's moderate winter climate, 
which allows trees to retain foliage much later than in most other parts of temperate North 
America, leads to a protracted fall migration in some species. The 10 January start date was 
chosen to avoid overlap with the Christmas Bird Count period, which typically ends by 5 
January. The end of the period was selected because some wintering species, especially 
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waterfowl, begin departing then, and a few species that winter farther south begin to arrive in 
Louisiana in late February. However, the Purple Martin (Progne subis), begins to return from 
its wintering grounds in South America as early as mid-January; although this species 
distribution was mapped, it was excluded from distributional analyses of wintering species. 
The survey period for the Louisiana Summer Bird Atlas was 1 June to 15 July. This is at the 
end of the breeding season for many species of permanent residents, hence the label "Summer" 
instead of "Breeding". The late start to the survey period relative to the breeding season is 
because there are still numbers of migrants passing through Louisiana during the peak of 
breeding activity in May, including individuals of species that breed in the state. Indeed, 
exceptionally late migrants were detected in a few cases even in June, either of species not 
known to breed in Louisiana or of species far from known breeding habitat within Louisiana. 
Although the frequency of singing in many species declines substantially by early June, the 
lower detection rates may be offset by detections of recently fledged offspring. Many species 
also double-brood, which results in an increase in singing in late June after the first brood has 
fledged. Many species of Arctic and boreal breeding shorebirds begin fall migration very early, 
with failed breeders arriving in Louisiana as early as mid-June; these species were included in 
the Atlas database, but were not included in analyses. Some species of breeders begin to 
migrate by late June (Louisiana Waterthrush, Parkesia noveboracensis) or early July (Black-
and-white Warbler, Mniotilta varia). As with the late migrants, species that were obviously 
early fall migrants were not mapped and were excluded from analyses of summer distribution. 
Finally, post-breeding dispersal for many species begins in late June, so records clearly outside 
of known breeding areas were eliminated. These situations were taken into consideration 
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during data analysis. The cutoff date of 15 July was selected to make the sampling regime of 
both Summer and Winter Bird Atlases roughly equal in duration (six weeks). 
1.2.4 Atlas Data Compilation 
In early September 2014 the Atlas data were downloaded from eBird (eBird, 2012). The 
programming language R (R Core Team, 2017) was used to access and analyze the raw data 
using the packages “dplyr” (Wickham and Francois, 2016) and “tidyr” (Wickham, 2016) in the 
Tidyverse suite of packages (Wickham, 2017). Data were cleaned using code developed 
specifically for this project. Records from outside of the survey period, effort below the 
minimum 1 hour threshold, incomplete lists of birds, effort from border or water quads, and 
other inappropriate data were removed from the database. Effort was compiled for each quad, 
and relative abundance was calculated by averaging the total number of individual birds per 
hour of observer effort for each species in every quad. Data were further inspected for data 
entry errors or other anomalous data. Once relative abundance had been calculated, 
distribution maps were created for each species using the R package “tmap” (Tennekes, 2017). 
1.2.5 Comparison between the Summer Bird Atlas and the Louisiana Breeding Bird Atlas 
The Louisiana Breeding Bird Atlas, or LBBA, (Wiedenfeld & Swan, 2000) was the first attempt 
to quantify bird distributions in a systematic manner across the state of Louisiana. As a 
breeding bird atlas, its primary focus was to document bird distribution during the breeding 
season. The LBBA used the same 7.5 USGS quadrangle system employed by the Louisiana Bird 
Atlas Project, which allowed it to be compared directly to the Summer Bird Atlas (SBA). The 
LBBA was surveyed in a checkerboard pattern, with alternating quads surveyed. While 
 10 
presence or absence and breeding status for each species encountered were quantified, 
abundance was not quantified, a key difference between the LBBA and the SBA. 
To compare between the LBBA and the SBA, the two atlases were restricted to only those 
quads that were surveyed during both atlases, leaving a total of 336 quads. The SBA data were 
converted to presence/absence only. The number of quads that were occupied by each species 
were then tallied and the proportions of quads occupied by each species during both atlases 
were calculated and compared using the Chi-square test, a statistical test, which is commonly 
used to compare differences between proportions. 
1.3 Atlas Results and Summary Statistics 
Of 804 quads targeted for survey during the Louisiana Bird Atlas Project, observers sampled 
585 quads (72%) during the Winter Atlas and 673 quads (83%) during the Summer Bird 
Atlas. Not all quads were sampled because of difficult terrain or issues with accessibility and 
remoteness. Observer effort totaled 10,583 hours during the Summer Bird Atlas and 14,079 
hours during the Winter Bird Atlas. However, sampling effort varied among quads, with some 
quads receiving only a single hour of coverage (and thus excluded from most quad-based 
analyses) and others receiving more than 50 hours of coverage (n = 20 quads during summer, 
n = 46 quads during winter). Figure 1 shows maps of effort by season. See Appendix D for a 
complete listing of effort by quad. 
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a. Summer Effort 
 
b. Winter Effort 
 
Figure 1. Effort by season for the Louisiana Bird Atlas Project 
 
Atlas volunteers recorded a total of 351 species. Of these, 254 were recorded during the 
Summer Atlas and 315 were recorded during the Winter Atlas. Of 254 species recorded during 
the Summer, 40 (15.7%) were not recorded during the Winter; likewise, of 315 species 
recorded during the Winter, 100 (31.7%) were not recorded during the Summer. Species-
specific summary statistics for each season are in Appendices B (summer) and C (winter). 
During the Summer Bird Atlas, species richness ranged between 13 and 128 species per quad, 
while during the Winter Bird Atlas, species richness ranged between 14 and 176 species per 
quad. Figure 2 shows maps of species richness by quad for both Atlases. 
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a. Summer species richness 
 
b. Winter species richness 
 
Figure 2. Species richness by season for the Louisiana Bird Atlas Project 
 
1.3.1 Changes in species distributions since 1994–1996 
The distributions of many species of birds changed in the 14 years that elapsed between the 
end of data collection for the Louisiana Breeding Bird Atlas (LBBA) in 1996, and the end of 
data collection for the Summer Bird Atlas (SBA) in 2014. The survey period of the LBBA 
extended from February 15th to July 15th, which coincided entirely with the June 1st to July 15th 
survey period of the SBA. In addition to breeding status, the LBBA distribution maps show 
quads where species were detected but not confirmed to breed. Although many fewer quads 
were systematically surveyed during the LBBA (385) than the SBA (673), detecting which 
species have significant changes in their distributions in the state is possible by comparing the 
LBBA and SBA range maps using the Chi-squared test of proportionality. To be able to 
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compare between the two atlases directly, only the 336 quads that were surveyed during both 
the SBA and the LBBA were included in the analyses. Not all species recorded during both the 
LBBA and the SBA were analyzed for changes between the two atlases because of how data 
were collected during the LBBA: some species that were encountered incidentally in quads that 
were otherwise unsurveyed were included in the range maps, including many colonially 
nesting species and species of special concern. These species were not included in this analysis, 
which left 116 species that were suitable for comparison. Because the focus of the LBBA was 
on presence/absence and breeding status rather than abundance, these comparisons are 
strictly between the number of occupied quads and not between population sizes. Therefore, it 
is possible that the number of quads that some species occupied may not have changed 
significantly between the two atlases, but population levels may have changed dramatically. 
Twenty-four species (Table 1; 21% of compared species) have increased their ranges in 
Louisiana since the LBBA. Especially notable were the Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia 
decaocto), which increased from 3% of surveyed quads (10 quads) during the LBBA to 68% 
(227) during the SBA, and the Cliff Swallow, which increased from 10% of surveyed quads 
(33 quads) to 49% (163). 
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Table 1. Species with increases in distribution between the Louisiana Breeding Bird Atlas (LBBA) 


























exilis 55, (16%) 36, (11%) 4.12 0.04 
Turkey 
Vulture Cathartes aura 295, (88%) 267 (79%) 7.92 0.01 












jamaicensis 239, (71%) 181, (54%) 20.63 <0.001 
Royal Tern Thalasseus maximus 30, (9%) 17, (5%) 3.29 0.07 





decaocto 227, (68%) 10, (3%) 304.12 <0.001 
































pyrrhonota 163, (49%) 33, (10%) 119.86 <0.001 
Eastern 
















aeneus 44, (13%) 17, (5%) 12.19 <0.001 
Orchard 
Oriole Icterus spurius 294, (88%) 200, (60%) 66.1 <0.001 
Baltimore 
Oriole Icterus galbula 52, (15%) 72, (21%) 3.57 0.05 
House Finch Haemorhous mexicanus 92, (27%) 32, (10%) 34.43 <0.001 
 
A further thirty-three species (Table 2; 28% of compared species) significantly decreased 
between the LBBA and the SBA. Among these, the Northern Bobwhite (Colinus virginianus) 
and the Field Sparrow (Spizella pusilla) underwent the most dramatic declines. The Northern 
Bobwhite was recorded in 223 (66%) quads during the LBBA, but were recorded in only 134 
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(40%) quads surveyed during the SBA, and the Field Sparrow was detected in 47 quads (14%) 
during the LBBA, but during the SBA they were recorded in less than half that many quads 
(14; 4%), and had retreated almost entirely from central and southern Louisiana. Many other 
species that declined significantly are Neotropical migrants that spend the winter months in 
Mexico or Central America, and have undergone range-wide population declines as a result of 
habitat destruction on the wintering grounds (Rappole & McDonald, 1994; Norris, Marra, 
Kyser, Sherry, & Ratcliffe, 2004; Rushing, Ryder, & Marra, Quantifying drivers of population 
dynamics for a migratory bird throughout the annual cycle, 2016). Two other species that 
showed dramatic declines between the two atlases were the Barred Owl (Strix varia), which 
declined from 223 (66%) of surveyed quads during the LBBA to 127 (38%) of quads during 
the SBA, and the Bachman’s Sparrow, which declined from 46 (14%) of surveyed LBBA quads 
to 14 (4%) during the SBA. However, differences in timing of survey effort likely explain much 
of these apparent declines. Bachman’s Sparrows breed earlier than the SBA survey period, and 




Table 2. Species with decreases in distribution between the Louisiana Breeding Bird Atlas (LBBA) 
























lineatus 228, (68%) 283 (84%) 23.82 <0.001 




californianus 26, (8%) 54, (16%) 10.34 <0.001 






































































serripennis 116, (35%) 152, (45%) 7.6 <0.001 




caerulea 225, (67%) 254, (76%) 5.7 0.02 




























































passerina 74, (22%) 112, (33%) 10.18 <0.001 








quiscula 266, (79%) 308, (92%) 20.08 <0.001 
 
The remaining fifty-nine species (Table 3; 51%) did not differ significantly in the percentage of 
occupied quads between the LBBA and the SBA at the 95% confidence level. However, 4 of 
these species did differ significantly at the 90% confidence level. These include the Belted 
Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon), Fish Crow (Corvus ossifragus), Black-and-white Warbler 
(Mniotilta varia), and the Yellow-breasted Chat (Icteria virens). Of these, three were detected 




Table 3. Species with no distributional changes between the Louisiana Breeding Bird Atlas (LBBA) 
and the Summer Bird Atlas (SBA) 
 
Common 












Dendrocygna bicolor 33, (10%) 30 (9%) 0.07 0.79 
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 39, (12%) 26, (8%) 2.45 0.11 
Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo 48, (14%) 61, (18%) 1.58 0.2 
Pied-billed 
Grebe Podilymbus podiceps 60, (18%) 70, (21%) 0.77 0.38 
Black Vulture Coragyps atratus 250, (74%) 244 (73%) 0.19 0.66 
Broad-winged 
Hawk Buteo platypterus 102, (30%) 101, (30%) 0 1 
King Rail Rallus elegans 31, (9%) 42, (13%) 1.54 0.22 
Clapper Rail Rallus crepitans 30, (9%) 23, (7%) 0.74 0.39 
Purple 
Gallinule Porphyrio martinicus 34, (10%) 43, (13%) 0.94 0.33 
Common 





















mexicanus 98, (29%) 86, (26%) 0.91 0.34 
Wilson's 
Plover Charadrius wilsonia 10, (3%) 6, (2%) 0.58 0.45 




sandvicensis 14, (4%) 10, (3%) 0.39 0.53 
Mourning 
Dove Zenaida macroura 322, (96%) 323, (96%) 0 1 
Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus 308, (92%) 317, (94%) 1.46 0.23 
Belted 




erythrocephalus 205, (61%) 208, (62%) 0.03 0.87 
Red-bellied 
















Woodpecker Picoides pubescens 302, (90%) 299, (89%) 0.06 0.8 
Northern 
Flicker Colaptes auratus 145, (43%) 165, (49%) 2.16 0.14 
Pileated 
Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus 253, (75%) 271, (81%) 2.5 0.11 
Eastern Wood-
Pewee Contopus virens 182, (54%) 191, (57%) 0.38 0.53 
Acadian 
Flycatcher Empidonax virescens 213, (63%) 230, (68%) 1.7 0.19 
Great Crested 
Flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus 280, (83%) 274, (82%) 0.26 0.61 
Eastern 
Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus 317, (94%) 316, (94%) 0 1 
White-eyed 
Vireo Vireo griseus 294, (88%) 300, (89%) 0.36 0.55 
Yellow-
throated Vireo Vireo flavifrons 186, (55%) 200, (60%) 1.03 0.31 




brachyrhynchos 308, (92%) 308, (92%) 0 1 















Horned Lark Eremophila alpestris 25, (7%) 25, (7%) 0 1 
Purple Martin Progne subis 315, (94%) 316, (94%) 0 1 
Carolina 
Chickadee Poecile carolinensis 312, (93%) 311, (93%) 0 1 
Tufted 




Sitta carolinensis 33, (10%) 24, (7%) 1.23 0.27 
Brown-headed 
Nuthatch Sitta pusilla 133, (40%) 141, (42%) 0.3 0.58 
Carolina Wren Thryothorus ludovicianus 315, (94%) 314, (94%) 0 1 
Gray Catbird Dumetella carolinensis 98, (29%) 94, (28%) 0.07 0.8 
Northern 




















Waterthrush Parkesia motacilla 69, (21%) 65, (19%) 0.8 0.77 
Black-and-




swainsonii 118, (35%) 119, (35%) 0 1 
Pine Warbler Setophaga pinus 174, (52%) 189, (56%) 1.17 0.28 
Prairie 
Warbler Setophaga discolor 107, (32%) 109, (32%) 0.01 0.93 
Yellow-








erythrophthalmus 229, (68%) 212, (63%) 1.69 0.19 
Summer 
Tanager Piranga rubra 248, (74%) 267, (79%) 2.69 0.1 
Northern 
Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis 328, (98%) 325, (97%) 0.22 0.64 
Indigo 
Bunting Passerina cyanea 288, (86%) 292, (87%) 0.11 0.74 
Painted 
Bunting Passerina ciris 270, (80%) 253, (75%) 2.21 0.14 
















Grackle Quiscalus major 73, (22%) 63, (19%) 0.75 0.39 
Great-tailed 
Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus 36, (11%) 25, (7%) 1.8 0.18 
Brown-headed 
Cowbird Molothrus ater 319, (95%) 322, (96%) 0.14 0.71 
House 
Sparrow Passer domesticus 245, (73%) 264, (79%) 2.62 0.11 
 
Four additional species have established or re-established themselves as breeders in Louisiana 
since 1996: Swainson’s Hawk (Buteo swainsoni), recorded in 41 quads; Crested Caracara 
(Caracara cheriway), recorded in 15 quads; Willow Flycatcher (Empidonax traillii), recorded in 
2 quads; and Cave Swallow (Petrochelidon fulva), recorded in 40 quads. Swainson’s Hawks 
were first detected breeding in western Louisiana in the early 2000s, they remain rare and 
localized breeders. There was a tiny historical breeding population of Crested Caracaras in 
extreme northern Cameron Parish (Lowery, 1974), but it may have dwindled to the point 
where the species was not detected during the LBBA. There were hints of breeding activity 
through the 1990s, but breeding was not confirmed until the early 2000s. A few Willow 
Flycatchers were found breeding in extreme northwestern Louisiana in the early 1980s 
(Schulenberg, 1996), but this small population disappeared long before the LBBA began. 
Breeding activity was again detected during the SBA. Cave Swallows were first detected 
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breeding in 1988, and have since slowly expanded their breeding range; some records during 





The results of this study have many potential applications. In the face of significant human-
caused climate change, understanding where species are distributed, predicting how those 
distributions might change, and understanding the causes of those changes are critical to 
preserving future biodiversity (Dawson et al., 2011; Garcia et al., 2014; Batt et al., 2017). As 
Louisiana becomes warmer and coastlines change due to coastal degradation and sea level 
rise, predicting and understanding how and why species respond, and addressing changes in 
distribution with appropriate conservation measures, will require datasets such as the 
Louisiana Bird Atlas Project. In the future, researchers will be able to compare this dataset 
with their own data in order to draw conclusions about how bird diversity and abundance 
have changed.  
Comparing between the number of quads occupied by each species in the Louisiana Breeding 
Bird Atlas and the Sumer Bird Atlas shows that many species in Louisiana have already begun 
to shift their distributions. Many of these shifts are statistically significant. Of those species 
that have increased, about a third (8 of 25, 32%) that have expanded into Louisiana from 
Texas and Florida. Anthropogenic climate change may play a role in some of these 
distributional changes. In contrast, of those that have declined in Louisiana, most are 
migratory (20 of 34, 59%). Many of these migratory species spend part of their annual cycle in 
the tropics, a region undergoing rapid landscape modification, which has dramatic impacts on 
migratory birds (Ruiz-Sánchez et al., 2017; Taylor & Stuchbury, 2016). Other species (8 of 34, 
24%) likely declined due to habitat modification in Louisiana itself. 
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The Louisiana Bird Atlas Project is the most extensive and thorough view of the distribution 
and abundance of birds at two different seasonal periods of any similarly-sized region on 
earth, and it is the only such project that has successfully quantified abundance as well as 
distribution. The result is a thorough first approximations of distribution and abundance of 
birds in Louisiana during two seasonal periods. With the Summer and Winter Bird Atlases as a 
baseline dataset, future changes can be placed in an historical context. Changes to Louisiana’s 
avifauna can be compared across years in both summer and winter. Changes in abundance will 
likewise be easily compared. I expect this resource to be a valuable tool for researchers, 
resource managers, and conservation biologists for many years to come. 
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Chapter 2. Species accounts from the Louisiana Bird Atlas 
 
The following species accounts are brief descriptions of the range and relative abundance of 
each species of bird recorded in approximately ten or more quads during the Louisiana Bird 
Atlas project, presented in American Ornithologists’ Union taxonomic order (Chesser et al., 
2016). Each account includes the English and scientific name of each species and maps of 
relative abundance, followed by a summary of abundance and distribution, any notable 
distributional features, and season-specific information for those species that were recorded 
during both the Summer and Winter atlases. Some species were common during one season 
and rare during the other; for those, only the map and abundance information for the season 
that they were common in was included. 
The maximum relative abundance (number of individuals per hour of effort) is included for 
most species. For some species that were highly gregarious, such as flocking waterfowl or 
blackbirds which occurred in flocks of thousands of individuals, this may not convey their 
abundance adequately; in these cases, the highest single-survey count was reported instead. 
The single-survey count is the number of individuals reported by one observer during one 
survey. Summary statistics for each species, including: number of quads; lowest, mean, and 
highest relative abundance for quads in which the species was reported; standard deviation of 
abundance in quads in which the species was recorded; and overall mean and standard 
deviation of abundance for all quads are reported in Appendix C (Summer Bird Atlas) and 
Appendix D (Winter Bird Atlas). 
Fifty-nine species were recorded in only a handful of quads during one or both Atlases. These 
species were generally recorded in only one season and have historically been rare enough in 
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Louisiana to require documentation be submitted to the Louisiana Ornithological Society’s 
Rare Bird Committee. Four species were common migrants that pass through Louisiana during 
spring or fall migration, but are considered accidental during the period of either the Summer 
or Winter Bird Atlas. These accidental visitors or migrants were not considered part of the 
normal summer or winter avifauna, and were not included in the main body of species 
accounts. Instead, they are listed in Appendix B. 
 
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna autumnalis 
 
 
The Black-bellied Whistling-Duck is a recent addition to the Louisiana avifauna that continues 
to expand its range within the state (Wiedenfeld & Swan, 2000). During the SBA, this species 
was found chiefly in southern Louisiana, favoring quads that featured a mixture of hardwood 
forest and open areas including rice production and crawfish ponds. Away from this area, 
scattered records occurred in quads that feature urban and suburban parks, a novel habitat 
that the species is beginning to exploit. The area around Monroe held notably high numbers of 
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Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks for northern Louisiana. During the WBA, the distribution of 
Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks was much more limited, although abundances, on average, were 
much higher. This was due mostly to large flocks that winter in Audubon Park in New Orleans 
and forage at grain silos south of the city, where single-survey high counts of 8500 individuals 
were recorded in the New Orleans West quad, and 3000 in the New Orleans East quad. During 
the SBA, the single-survey high count was 120, observed in the Humphreys quad, west of 
Houma in Terrebonne Parish. 
 
Fulvous Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna bicolor 
 
 
Almost entirely restricted to southwestern Louisiana, the Fulvous Whistling-Duck is closely 
associated with rice farming. During the SBA, scattered records were also found in northeast 
and southeast Louisiana, generally in association with rice production. During the WBA, 
Fulvous Whistling-Ducks were much less frequently encountered, with almost all records 
coming from their rice country stronghold. However, the quads with higher abundance were 
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surveyed later in the WBA survey period, so these higher abundances are likely due to influxes 
of early migrants. The lone quad recording the species away from this region during the winter 
was south of New Orleans where several individuals associated with Black-bellied Whistling-
Ducks. During the SBA, the single-survey high count was 300, recorded in the Lake Charles 
Southeast quad, while during the WBA, the single-survey high count was 1500 in the Kaplan 
South quad; this survey was conducted towards the end of the WBA survey period (15 
February), so recently-arrived migrants likely accounted for much of this high count. The 
highest WBA count from January, before migrants start returning, was 75, recorded in the 
Lake Misere quad. 
 
Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons 
 
 
Summer records of this high arctic breeder are purely accidental from Louisiana and likely 
represent birds crippled during the winter hunting season. Probably not coincidentally, the two 
quads that recorded this species during the SBA (not shown) also hosted some of the highest 
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abundances during the WBA effort. The Greater White-fronted Goose is a common winter 
resident across much of Louisiana’s agricultural areas and was recorded in large numbers in 
primarily grain-growing regions, especially the southwestern rice-growing belt. The highest 
counts came from the Kaplan North quad, where over 12,000 were recorded in a single-survey. 
Away from this area, Greater White-fronted Geese were quite uncommon, encountered at 
scattered localities in low numbers. 
 
Snow Goose Chen caerulescens 
 
 
Like the Greater White-fronted Goose, the tundra-breeding Snow Goose is very rarely 
encountered in Louisiana during the summer months, and the three quads with records from 
the SBA are likewise attributable to birds wounded during the hunting season (not shown). In 
contrast, during the winter Snow Geese represent some of the largest concentrations of any of 
Louisiana’s bird species, and flocks numbering the tens of thousands are not uncommon. Like 
most of Louisiana’s waterfowl species, the Snow Goose concentrates in the southwestern rice 
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country as well as the northeastern portion of the state. By far the highest single-survey count 
came from the Chenier au Tigre quad along Vermilion Bay, where a flock containing an 
estimated 100,000 Snow Geese was recorded. The Branch quad and the Cheneyville quad also 
had very high single-survey counts, with flocks estimated at 21,000 and 75,000, respectively.  
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Ross's Goose Chen rossii 
 
 
The sole record of Ross’s Goose from the Summer Bird Atlas refers to a bird that became a 
resident at a park in the New Orleans area, where it relied mainly on handouts of bread (not 
shown). During the WBA, Ross’s Geese were recorded in much the same areas as Snow and 
Greater White-fronted geese, although in much lower numbers. They, too, favor open 
agricultural areas, especially in rice-growing areas, and were often found side-by-side with 
Snow Geese. The highest single-survey count came from the Palmetto quad, in the center of 




Cackling Goose Branta hutchinsii 
 
 
During the WBA effort, the arctic breeding Cackling Goose was recorded primarily in 
southwestern Louisiana, especially north of White Lake. Here, these diminutive geese 
preferred shallowly flooded rice fields, where they grazed in dense flocks. The highest single-
survey count, of 3750 individuals, came from the Thornwell quad, while the Laark quad, near 
the Arkansas border, recorded 1100, the second-highest single-survey count. 
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Canada Goose Branta canadensis 
 
 
Canada Goose populations in Louisiana originated with a small population released by 
Louisiana Department of Fish and Wildlife staff in the southwestern portion of the state in the 
early 1960s, which had become resident and started to expand by 1973 (Lowery, 1974). 
Another population of uncertain origin became established at LSU’s Aquaculture Research 
Center south of Baton Rouge at least as early as 1979 (J.V. Remsen, pers. comm.). Breeding 
populations of Canada Geese are now found in many areas in the state. Whether these 
originated from the Rockefeller population or are just part of this species’ general expansion in 
urban-suburban areas of North America is not known. Unlike other species of geese, these feral 
Canada Geese favor urban-suburban areas, where they frequent golf courses, parks, and 
residential subdivisions with large lawns and ponds for nesting. Differences in abundance and 
distribution between the Summer and Winter Bird Atlases suggests that local dispersal may 
occur. Winter populations of truly wild Canada Goose are no longer present in Louisiana; once 
fairly common through the 1960s (Lowery 1974), the Canada Goose is now on the official 
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Review List of the Louisiana Ornithological Society’s Bird Records Committee, and only a very 
few records of individuals thought to be of wild origin have been documented since 1970. 
None was documented during the Winter Bird Atlas. 
 
Wood Duck Aix sponsa 
 
 
The Wood Duck is common throughout Louisiana wherever there is suitable habitat. They 
favor flooded bottomland forest and swamps for nesting and adjacent small bodies of water for 
foraging. They also nest in urban areas, where nest-box programs have helped them to persist 
in otherwise marginal habitat. The paucity of records in certain regions, especially in pine-
dominated north-central Louisiana and along the treeless coast, demonstrate their close 
association with bottomland forest. The highest summer count (12 birds/hour) came from the 
Vicksburg West quad, East Carroll Parish, whereas the highest winter count (15.5 birds/hour) 
came from the Natchitoches North quad along in Natchitoches Parish. During the SBA, the 
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highest single-survey count (84) was recorded in the Robert quad, while the highest single-
survey count recorded during the WBA (412) was recorded in the Homer quad 
 
Gadwall Anas strepera 
 
 
SBA records of Gadwalls are few, with records from just 11 quads. This dabbling duck 
primarily breeds far to the north of Louisiana in the prairie pothole region and around the 
Great Lakes, and any observed during the SBA are assumed to be injured or otherwise derelict. 
In contrast, the Gadwall is one of the commonest dabbling ducks found during the WBA, 
occurring in many kinds of open, shallow water, including natural lakes, flooded rice fields, 
crawfish ponds, and coastal marshes. The highest single-survey count (5580) was recorded in 
the South Pass quad.  
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American Wigeon Anas americana 
 
 
During the WBA, the American Wigeon was found patchily but widely, generally in association 
with brackish marshes, crawfish ponds, and larger natural lakes. It is typically the least 
abundant of Louisiana’s regular dabbling ducks, with a mean abundance of just 3.2/hour. The 
highest single-survey count (1350) was recorded in the South Pass quad. 
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Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 
 
 
Truly wild Mallards normally breed far to the north of Louisiana. Recent introductions, 
coupled with anthropogenically modified landscapes, have facilitated the spread of this species 
as a year-round resident, as shown by higher abundances near urban areas, particularly New 
Orleans. The Atlas project counted only those individuals displaying a “wild” phenotype, but 
this was often difficult to assess. During the winter, the resident Mallard populations are 
augmented by large numbers of truly wild birds that migrate from northern breeding grounds. 
These birds are generally found in habitats typical of other dabbling ducks, including large 
lakes, and crawfish ponds, but they tend to avoid brackish and salt water. The WBA data show 
these patterns well, with higher abundances in quads in southwestern Louisiana, along the 
Red River valley, and in northeastern Louisiana, but relatively few along the coast or in the 
Mississippi River delta. The highest SBA single-survey count (159) was recorded in the New 




Mottled Duck Anas fulvigula 
 
 
The Mottled Duck is a common, year-round resident of Louisiana’s coastal marshes and rice 
producing-region. In general, abundances were greater near the coasts, with the highest 
concentrations recorded during both Atlas efforts coming from the Mississippi Delta region. 
Records north of the rice country and coastal marsh zone were few. During the SBA, the 
highest single-survey count (611) was recorded in the LaBranche quad, while the highest 
recorded during the WBA (520) was recorded in the South Pass quad.  
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Blue-winged Teal Anas discors 
 
 
The Blue-winged Teal was encountered rather infrequently and in low numbers along the 
coastal plain during the SBA and even less frequently farther north. Breeding has been 
confirmed in the recent past (Wiedenfeld & Swan, 2000) but appears to be sporadic. In 
contrast, during the WBA the Blue-winged Teal was one of the commonest dabbling ducks, 
with records from most quads that had open bodies of water, both fresh and brackish. Blue-
winged Teal were much more abundant in the southern half of the state, in contrast to many 
species of freshwater ducks. During the SBA, the highest single-survey count (12) was 
recorded in the Kinder quad in the rice country. The highest single-survey count from the WBA 
(2800) was recorded in the Wright quad, also in the rice country. 
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Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata 
 
 
As with most other species of ducks that breed far to the north of Louisiana, Northern 
Shovelers rarely over-summer, and records from the SBA likely refer to injured or otherwise 
incapacitated birds (not shown). During the WBA, the Northern Shoveler was the second-most 
abundant of the dabbling ducks (mean abundance was 25/hour; Green-winged Teal had a 
mean abundance of 31/hour, but was recorded in fewer quads), and like other species, they 
were especially abundant in open, shallow water in the southwestern rice country, along the 
Red River valley, and in northeastern Louisiana. They were also abundant in coastal marshes. 
During the WBA, the highest single-survey count (7515) of Northern Shovelers was recorded 
in the Cheneyville quad.  
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Northern Pintail Anas acuta 
 
 
Few Northern Pintail were documented during the SBA, with records from three quads in the 
southwestern rice country (not shown); as with most other species of Great Plains and taiga 
breeding waterfowl recorded during the SBA, these were likely crippled birds. During the 
WBA, the Northern Pintail was widespread and common in the northern rice country and the 
southern Red River valley, but was more sparsely distributed elsewhere. Another area of 
notably high abundance was the delta of the Mississippi River. The Church Point quad held the 
highest single-survey count (8500).  
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Green-winged Teal Anas crecca 
 
 
The Green-winged Teal breeds far north of Louisiana, in the prairie pothole region of the 
upper Great Plains. Individuals were detected in three quads during the SBA were likely 
derelict (not shown). On the other hand, the WBA showed that the Green-winged Teal was the 
most abundant dabbling duck, with mean abundance of 31 individuals per party hour, 
although recorded from fewer quads than other species. They were especially concentrated in 
the southwestern rice country and the upper Red River valley. The LaCour quad recorded the 
highest single-survey count (5950) of Green-winged Teals.  
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Canvasback Aythya valisineria 
 
 
Only two quads recorded Canvasbacks during the SBA (not shown), as would be expected for 
a species that breeds in the northern Great Plains and Canadian taiga. Canvasbacks recorded 
during the WBA were most abundant in quads that contained large lakes, both natural and 
artificial. The highest single-survey count (1200) was recorded in the Delcambre quad. 
  
 48 
Redhead Aythya americana 
 
 
The Redhead occurs rarely in Louisiana during the summer, with records in only three quads 
during the SBA (not shown). During the WBA, the Redhead was encountered less frequently 
and in lower abundance than any other Aythya except for the Greater Scaup. This may be due, 
in part, to the fact that one of their principal wintering grounds, Chandeleur Sound (Michot, 
2000), was never surveyed during the WBA.  The Abbeville West quad recorded the highest 
single-survey count (420).  
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Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris 
 
 
The Ring-necked Duck breeds in the Canadian taiga, and birds crippled during the winter were 
recorded in only five quads during the SBA (not shown). During the winter, the Ring-necked 
Duck uses smaller and shallower bodies of water than other Aythya, and as a result it is 
widespread and abundant across much of Louisiana. However, it tends to avoid brackish or 
salt water, and so is less abundant along the coast than in the interior of the state. During the 
WBA, the highest single-survey count (5500) was recorded at the Lacassine National Wildlife 
Refuge in the Lake Misere quad. 
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Greater Scaup Aythya marila 
 
 
Only one Greater Scaup was observed during the SBA, along the coast in Cameron Parish (not 
shown). During the WBA, Greater Scaup were encountered infrequently, with most quads that 
hosted the species recording fewer than 0.35/hour. The exception was along the shores of 
Lake Pontchartrain and at Grand Isle. The Little Woods quad recorded the highest single-
survey count of Greater Scaup (120). 
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Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis 
 
 
Of the species of duck recorded during the SBA that are not known to breed in Louisiana, the 
Lesser Scaup was both the most widespread and abundant. Summering birds were recorded in 
18 quads throughout the state, but coastal regions, especially those that host larger numbers 
during the winter months, had the highest abundances during the SBA. During the winter, the 
Lesser Scaup is Louisiana’s most abundant duck, with a mean relative abundance of 19/hour 
in all quads (53/hour in quads in which it was recorded). They are most abundant in large, 
relatively deep bodies of water, and numbers were especially high along the coast and on Lake 
Pontchartrain. During the SBA, the highest single-survey count (7) was recorded in the Elm 
Grove quad. During the WBA, the highest single-survey count of Lesser Scaup (25,000) was 
recorded in the Peveto Beach quad. In addition, because of the difficulties some observers have 
with separating Greater and Lesser scaup in the field, a large number went unidentified. Given 
the numbers involved, most records likely referred to Lesser Scaup.  
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Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata 
 
 
Like other species of sea duck, Surf Scoters observed during the SBA were likely moribund or 
very late migrants; all records came from the coast of Cameron Parish. Surf Scoters were more 
frequently recorded during the WBA, when singles and small flocks were encountered 
regularly along the Cameron Parish coast, as well as on Lake Pontchartrain. The highest single-




Bufflehead Bucephala albeola 
 
 
The Bufflehead was unrecorded during the SBA. Unlike most other species of diving ducks, 
Buffleheads favor deep, freshwater lakes over brackish and salt water, and records from the 
coast during the WBA were relatively few. However, large, deep lakes, such as Cross Lake near 
Shreveport and Lake Pontchartrain sustained relatively large wintering populations. The 
highest single-survey count (250) was recorded in the Newellton quad. 
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The Common Goldeneye is strictly a winter visitor to Louisiana: none were recorded during 
the SBA. During the WBA, the Common Goldeneye was found at low densities across the state, 
with the highest relative abundances coming from large freshwater and brackish lakes. The 
highest single-survey count (12) was recorded in the Moss Bluff quad in Calcasieu Parish. 
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Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus 
 
 
The Hooded Merganser is uncommon and localized in Louisiana during the summer. Although 
it breeds in Wood Duck nest boxes in or near swampy forests with deep water (Wiedenfeld & 
Swan, 2000), its summer range appears to have contracted in the last 15 years, and it perhaps 
no longer occurs in northeastern Louisiana. However, this difference may be an artefact of the 
timing of the LBBA (which started in early spring) vs. the SBA, because this species nest early, 
and either becomes very difficult to detect in June or leaves the state. During the winter, it is 
much more widespread. Occurring essentially throughout the state, Hooded Mergansers can be 
found wherever open water is deep enough for them to be able to dive for their favored foods, 
crustaceans and small fish. During the SBA, the highest single-survey count (2) was recorded 
in the Chatham quad in Jackson Parish, north-central Louisiana, while during the WBA the 
highest single-survey count (70) was recorded in the New Iberia South quad.  
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Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator 
 
 
As is true for most species of diving ducks, summer records of Red-breasted Mergansers are 
few, with just a single quad recording the species during the SBA (not shown). During the 
WBA, the Red-breasted Mergansers was relatively abundant along much of the coast and in 
coastal estuaries, with a maximum single-survey count of 102 in the Cameron quad. In the 
interior away from Lake Pontchartrain, Red-breasted Mergansers were much less abundant, 
with singletons most often reported on a few large freshwater lakes and reservoirs. The highest 
single-survey count (102) was recorded in the Cameron quad. 
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Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis 
 
 
Virtually all Ruddy Ducks leave Louisiana during the summer months, but a handful attempt 
to summer. During the SBA, the Ruddy Duck was recorded in only four quads (not shown), 
but Ruddy Ducks were especially abundant in those four quads during the WBA. During the 
WBA, the Ruddy Duck is locally distributed, but found throughout the state, mainly on large, 
open, freshwater lakes. The North Highlands quad had by far the highest single-survey count 
(2632), recorded on Cross Lake. Other quads with high single-survey counts include the 
Blanchard quad (1380) and the Downsville North quad (1150).  
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Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo 
 
 
The Wild Turkey is resident locally in the uplands of the northern half of Louisiana. They are 
most common wherever there are large tracts of older forest, including Kisatchie National 
Forest, the Atchafalaya Basin, and the Wildlife Management Areas of northern Louisiana. 
Abundances detected during the WBA were slightly higher than those detected during the 
SBA. This discrepancy between seasonal abundances can likely be explained by the difficulty in 
detecting the secretive Wild Turkey in dense deciduous forests during the summer months. 
During the SBA, the Afeman quad in Rapides Parish recorded the greatest abundance 
(1.9/hour), while the Slagle quad in Vernon Parish recorded the greatest abundance 
(3.2/hour) during the WBA.  
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Northern Bobwhite Colinus virginianus 
 
 
The Northern Bobwhite is a diminutive gamebird found throughout the uplands of Louisiana, 
where they favor grasslands, pastures, agricultural areas, and open pine savanna. They tend to 
avoid swampy and marshy areas, hence the lack of records south of New Orleans and along 
the coast in general. Despite being a resident species, Northern Bobwhites were rarely 
encountered during the WBA, almost certainly due to their quiet and secretive nature rather 
than any real change in distribution; vocal activity by territorial males during the breeding 
season dramatically influenced their detectability. The highest SBA abundances came from the 
Lake Charles Southwest quad(4.7/hour), and the Youngsville quad (4.3/hour). However, 
these were outliers: the average relative abundance was only 0.4/hour in quads in which the 
species was recorded. During the WBA, the Franklin quad in St. Mary Parish recorded the 
highest abundance (1.2/hour), which was four times highest than the next highest abundance 
(0.4/hour), recorded in State Line quad, in Washington Parish.  
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Common Loon Gavia immer 
 
 
The Common Loon breeds in the northern United States and Canada, but during the SBA, a 
few nonbreeding Common Loons were found in three quads: two along Lake Pontchartrain 
and one on Barataria Bay (not shown). During the WBA, the Common Loon was recorded 
much more widely, although still at relatively low densities, along the coast, on Lake 
Pontchartrain, and at other large inland bodies of water. Along the coast, Common Loons were 
most abundant along Barataria Bay. The highest single-survey count (52) came from the Buras 




Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps 
 
 
The Pied-billed Grebe nests locally in Louisiana, mainly in wetlands with emergent vegetation, 
which provides nesting material and habitat, as well as substrate for their preferred prey of 
aquatic invertebrates. During the SBA, it was most abundant in southwestern Louisiana and 
along the Red River Valley, but was much less abundant east of the Mississippi River. This is 
somewhat surprising, given the extent of seemingly appropriate habitat, but this may be due in 
part to the prevalence of brackish marshes. During the WBA, Pied-billed Grebes were much 
more abundant and widespread, as migrants from farther north joined local breeders that 
exhibited more flexibility in their habitat preference, and were found in most quads with open 
fresh or brackish water. During the SBA, the greatest abundance (8.9/hour) was recorded in 
the Chataignier quad in Evangeline Parish. During the WBA, the Cameron Farms quad held the 




Horned Grebe Podiceps auritus 
 
 
Horned Grebes were unrecorded in Louisiana during the SBA. During the WBA, it was 
detected in small numbers on a few major water bodies, mainly Caddo and Cross lakes in 
northwestern Louisiana, Lake Claiborne and D’Arbonne in northern Louisiana, Catahoula Lake 
and False River in central Louisiana, and Lake Pontchartrain. The highest abundance 
(1.5/hour) was recorded in the South Point quad, on the southern shore of Lake 
Pontchartrain.  
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Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 
 
 
The Eared Grebe was not recorded during the SBA. During the WBA, the Eared Grebe had a 
strong western bias to its distribution, with just one quad east of the Mississippi River 
recording this species. West of the Mississippi River, Eared Grebes were found at low 
abundances in a few quads, and like Horned Grebe, they tended to be detected in quads with 
large bodies of open water. They were also found in a few coastal quads in Cameron Parish. 
The greatest abundance (0.3/hour) was recorded in the Rapides quad at Kincaid Reservoir. 
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Wood Stork Mycteria americana 
 
 
A large percentage of the United States’ population of this threatened species visit Louisiana 
during the summer, but do not nest. The largest concentrations occurred in the southwestern 
and south-central portions of the state, where the rice-crawfish aquaculture system provides 
ideal habitat. Most SBA single-survey counts were in the high double and low triple digits, but 
the single-survey high counts were recorded in the Elton quad (2500) and in the Palmetto 
quad (1320). Louisiana’s Wood Storks primarily migrate to Mexico for the winter, and only 
one quad recorded Wood Stork during the WBA (not shown). 
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Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens 
 
 
Magnificent Frigatebirds are a common summer visitors to coastal waters in Louisiana, but do 
not nest. During the SBA, almost all records came from the southeastern coast, with the 
highest concentrations along Barataria Bay and the delta of the Mississippi River. Along the 
southwestern and south-central coast, only a few Magnificent Frigatebirds were recorded. This 
difference may be due to the presence of massive breeding colonies of other seabirds in 
southeastern Louisiana, which provide ample food sources for the kleptoparasitic Magnificent 
Frigatebird. The highest single-survey count (1575) was recorded in the Buras quad. The 
Magnificent Frigatebird was recorded in only one quad during the WBA (not shown). 
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Northern Gannet Morus bassanus 
 
 
The Northern Gannet is a regular visitor to the coastal waters of Louisiana in small numbers. 
During the SBA, a few individuals were found in a handful of coastal quads. Many of these 
were unhealthy individuals found moribund on beaches. Records came from Cameron Parish, 
the Iles Dernieres, and Barataria Bay, whereas none were found in either Vermillion or 
Terrebonne bays, likely due to the shallow and turbid water in those protected bays rendering 
them unsuitable to Northern Gannets. During the SBA, the highest single-survey count (2) was 
recorded in the Central Isles Dernieres quad. During the WBA, the Smith Bayou quad in 
coastal Cameron Parish held the highest abundances (1.9/hour). 
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Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus 
 
 
The Neotropic Cormorant is a relatively recent addition to the Louisiana avifauna, and appears 
to be continuing its expansion across the state (Lowery, 1974; Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000). 
Once restricted to the extreme southwestern corner of the state in Sabine NWR and near 
Creole, the Neotropic Cormorant has rapidly expanded out of this original range. During both 
the SBA and WBA, the core of Neotropic Cormorant abundance and distribution was in the 
southwestern portion of the state, where the species was able to take advantage of the area’s 
extensive crawfish-rice aquaculture. During the SBA, Neotropic Cormorants were more 
concentrated in the southwestern part of the state than during the WBA, with low numbers 
recorded in only a few quads in northern Louisiana, east of the Mississippi River, and in the 
southeastern coastal zone. Although expanding, the range and abundance of this species 
across the state still closely mirrors the distribution of aquaculture. During the SBA, single-
survey high counts came from the Palmetto quad (970), the LaCour quad (800), and the 
Mulberry Island East quad (460). The WBA single-survey high count came from Catahoula 
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quad (2005), but this was an order of magnitude larger than the next single-survey highest 
count (260) from the Broussard quad. 
 
Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus 
 
 
During the SBA, the Double-crested Cormorant was recorded across much of Louisiana, 
although in low numbers. An exception came from Toledo Bend reservoir in Toro quad, where 
the SBA single-survey high count (130 individuals), and the highest relative abundance 
(34/hour) were recorded. This was one of the few areas where the species was confirmed 
breeding during the Louisiana Breeding Bird Atlas (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000); elsewhere, 
the Double-crested Cormorants is a non-breeder. They favored quads with open expanses of 
water, such as large lakes and reservoirs, rivers, brackish marshes, and coastal bays. During 
the WBA, the Double-crested Cormorants was abundant and widespread, occupying virtually 
all aquatic habitats throughout the state. They were most abundant along the coast, 
particularly in the southeast (e.g. the Buras quad had a single-survey count of 3000), and in 
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northwestern Louisiana (e.g., Cross Lake in the Bossier Point quad, with a single-survey high 
count, of 7500, the highest in the state). 
 
Anhinga Anhinga anhinga 
 
 
This iconic bird of the bayou is found throughout Louisiana, wherever there are swamps, 
marshes, or wooded lakes. The SBA demonstrated that the species is widespread and generally 
abundant wherever there is appropriate habitat, although it avoids the coast and saltmarshes. 
The highest single-survey count (120) was from the Crew Lake quad southeast of Monroe, in 
Ouachita Parish. The majority of Anhingas migrate to tropical Middle America during the 
winter, so fewer Anhingas were detected during the WBA when abundance was skewed 
towards the southern half of the state, where winter temperatures are generally higher. In fact, 
the WBA single-survey high count (55) came from one of the warmest quads, the Pilottown 
quad in the Mississippi River delta. 
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American White Pelican Pelecanus erythrorhynchos 
 
 
During the SBA, the American White Pelicans was found in flocks in scattered quads that 
featured large, open bodies of water. There is no evidence that American White Pelicans breed 
in Louisiana (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000), however there are breeding colonies in coastal 
southern Texas and northern Tamaulipas, Mexico, so it is possible that in the future American 
White Pelicans could establish breeding colonies in the state (Chapman, 1988). Louisiana is an 
important state for wintering American White Pelicans. During the WBA, the American White 
Pelican is found on major water bodies throughout the state, with the highest abundances 
along the coast, along Lake Pontchartrain, and along the Red River valley. During the SBA, the 
highest single-survey count (675) was recorded in the Buras quad along the Mississippi River 
in lower Plaquemines Parish. During the WBA, the highest single-survey count (1970) came 
from the Bastian Bay quad in coastal Terrebonne Parish. 
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Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis 
 
 
The state bird of Louisiana, the Brown Pelican has made a dramatic recovery since historic 
lows in the 1960s and 70s. During the SBA, the Brown Pelican was abundant along the coast, 
where large nesting colonies gather on offshore barrier islands and forage in shallow coastal 
waters. During the winter, Brown Pelicans disperse away from their nesting colonies. Most 
migrate to more tropical waters, but significant numbers stay along the coast of Louisiana, 
with some also dispersing into the brackish waters of Lake Pontchartrain and Calcasieu Lake. 
The largest numbers recorded during the SBA came from those isolated barrier islands that 
hosted large breeding colonies, including the West Isles Dernieres quad, which held the 
highest single-survey count (27,000). During the WBA, the highest single-survey count (675) 
was recorded in the Barataria Pass quad. A very few wandered inland to large bodies of water 
in central and northern Louisiana during the WBA. 
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American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus 
 
 
The American Bittern was detected as singletons in only three quads during the SBA (not 
shown). None were detected during the Louisiana Breeding Bird Atlas, but this species has 
nested in the past (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000), so these records indicate that the species 
may once again breed in Louisiana. In contrast, during the WBA, the American Bittern was 
found at low densities in scattered quads throughout the state, with records concentrated in 
the southern half, where their preferred habitat of dense reed beds and tall wet grass was 
more common. The South Pass quad in the Mississippi River delta recorded the highest single-
survey count (3) during the WBA, while the Rollover Lake quad in coastal Vermilion Parish 
recorded the highest abundance (0.5/hour). 
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Least Bittern Ixobrychus exilis 
 
 
The Least Bittern is a marsh specialist, and can be found in reed beds and other dense marsh 
vegetation throughout the state. However, during the SBA, observers found it to be most 
abundant in the extensive, open marshes of coastal Louisiana. During the WBA, Least Bitterns 
were found in just three quads (not shown). This species is migratory, so most individuals 
depart the state for Middle America, but the few records indicate that at least some remain 
year-round. Given the retiring nature of this species, it is possible that it is more abundant and 
widespread than the few WBA records indicate. During the SBA, Dixon Bay quad, at the mouth 
of the Mississippi River, recorded the great relative abundance (6.1/hour). 
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Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias 
 
 
Due to their dietary and habitat flexibility, the Great Blue Heron is found across most of 
Louisiana, with similar distribution and abundance during the winter and summer. During the 
SBA it was most abundant along the Red River, in the Atchafalaya Basin, in Terrebonne Parish, 
and in the southwestern rice country. These areas correspond to areas where the Great Blue 
Heron bred during the Louisiana Breeding Bird Atlas (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000). The 
Bayou Courant quad held the highest abundance (12/hour). The highest abundance recorded 
during the WBA (7.8/hour) came from the Morgan City Southeast quad. 
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Great Egret Ardea alba 
 
 
The Great Egret is widespread and abundant throughout Louisiana during both the summer 
and winter. They reach their greatest abundance in the southwestern rice country, where 
extensive shallow freshwater aquaculture and marshes provide ample foraging habitat. During 
the SBA, Great Egrets were also abundant in the Atchafalaya Basin and along the coastal 
marshes, which correspond to breeding colonies found during the Louisiana Breeding Bird 
Atlas (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000). During the SBA, the highest abundance (151/hour) was 
recorded in the Hellhole Bayou quad in the coastal marshes of Vermilion Parish, while the 
highest single-survey count (1500) was recorded in the Laplace quad; during the WBA, the 
greatest abundance (65/hour) was recorded in the Church Point quad, Acadia Parish, while 
the highest single-survey count (484) was recorded in the Whiteville quad, in St. Landry 
Parish.  
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Snowy Egret Egretta thula 
 
 
The Snowy Egret is recorded from most of Louisiana, although records from regions 
dominated by pines are few. As with most species of herons, the Snowy Egret is most 
abundant in the southwestern rice country, where widespread shallow water and crawfish 
aquaculture make for ideal foraging habitat. During the WBA, the Snowy Egret was principally 
recorded along the Red River in northern Louisiana. In the southern half of the state, Snowy 
Egrets were most abundant closer to the coast and along Lake Pontchartrain, but were far less 
abundant than they were during the SBA. During the SBA, the Hellhole Bayou quad recorded 
the highest abundance (160/hour), while the highest single-survey count (2500) was recorded 
in the Laplace quad. During the WBA, the greatest abundance (52/hour) and the single-survey 
high count (1260) were both recorded in the Lake Misere quad at Lacassine NWR. 
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Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea 
 
 
During the SBA, the Little Blue Herons was found throughout the state of Louisiana. Peak 
abundance occurred in the southwestern rice country, where the Little Blue Heron is a 
common component of mixed flocks of herons, egrets, ibis, and storks. Elsewhere, they were 
frequently encountered along the Red River, in marshy bayous in northeastern Louisiana, as 
well as throughout the Atchafalaya Basin, Mississippi River valley, and coastal marshes. Most 
Little Blue Herons leave temperate North America for tropical latitudes during the winter, 
although small numbers do overwinter. During the WBA, the Little Blue Heron was rarely 
recorded in the northern half of the state, principally along the Red River. In the southern half 
of the state, they were present in low abundance throughout the rice country, the Atchafalaya 
Basin, around Lake Pontchartrain, and in the coastal marshes. During the SBA, the highest 
abundance during the SBA (232/hour) was recorded in the Lacassine quad, while the highest 
single-survey count (2405) was recorded in the Lake Arthur quad. During the WBA, the 
highest abundance (3.7/hour) was recorded at the Lacassine NWR in the Lake Misere quad, 
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while the highest single-survey count (97) was recorded in the Little Woods quad along the 
shore of Lake Pontchartrain. 
 
Tricolored Heron Egretta tricolor 
 
 
The Tricolored Heron was most abundant in the southern tier of quads during both Atlas 
efforts. During the SBA, Tricolored Herons were found in northern Louisiana along the Red 
River and at scattered locations along the Mississippi River, while in southern Louisiana they 
were found in a majority of quads, although they were most abundant in coastal quads. During 
the WBA, the Tricolored Heron was much less abundant, with very few quads reporting 
relative abundances of more than 0.7/hour; the exceptions were generally from communal 
roost sites, where birds would congregate in large numbers. During the SBA, the highest 
abundance (61/hour) was recorded in the Holly Beach quad in coastal Cameron Parish. 
During the WBA,  the highest abundance (21/hour) was recorded at the Lacassine NWR in the 
Lake Misere quad.  
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Reddish Egret Egretta rufescens 
 
 
The Reddish Egret is essentially a coastal species, where they are present in low abundance 
year-round, although they are more abundant in summer than winter. During the SBA, the 
highest abundances of Reddish Egrets come from quads with barrier islands, where this species 
nests, but they were also found in salt marshes away from the immediate coast. The highest 
abundance (4.9/hour) was recorded in the West Isles Dernieres quad. An unusual inland 
record came from the Luling quad west of New Orleans. During the WBA, the Reddish Egret 
was strictly coastal, primarily in southeastern Louisiana. Abundances were generally under 
1/hour, but three quads recorded greater abundances: Bay Ronquille and Texas Point quads 
(1.3/hour each), and Leeville quad (1.1/hour).  
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Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 
 
 
The Cattle Egret is found in open areas throughout Louisiana. Less tied to water than other 
species of herons, they prefer open, grassy upland habitats, where they forage in large flocks, 
often in association with their namesake: cattle. During the SBA, Cattle Egrets were generally 
abundant throughout the state, but especially so in the southwestern rice and prairie regions, 
where the native coastal prairies have largely been converted to cattle pastures, as well as the 
Red River valley, another area with extensive open pastures. Although they were widespread 
in the pine-dominated regions on either side of the Red River and in eastern Louisiana, they 
were relatively less abundant, likely due to limited habitat. As with most species of herons, the 
majority of Cattle Egrets leave the state for Middle America during the winter. The few that 
remain are concentrated in southern Louisiana. During the SBA, the highest single-survey 
count (7000) came from the Lacassine quad, site of a major rookery. During the WBA, the 
highest abundance (70/hour) was recorded in the Welsh North quad. 
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Green Heron Butorides virescens 
 
 
During the SBA, the Green Heron proved to be widespread throughout the state, although at 
generally lower abundances than other species of herons. Favoring quiet, wooded marshes and 
reed beds, they reached their greatest abundances in the southern half of the state, where 
these habitat types are more extensive. During the WBA, the Green Heron was encountered 
infrequently in southern-most Louisiana, with a distinctly eastern trend in both abundance and 
in the number of quads in which it was detected. During the SBA, the greatest abundance 
(8.7/hour) and the highest single-survey count (44) were both recorded in the Morgan City 
Southeast quad. During the WBA, the highest relative abundance (0.5/hour) was recorded in 
the Cocodrie quad in southern Terrebonne Parish, and the Hebert Lake quad, on the shores of 
Vermilion Bay; the Hebert Lake quad also held the highest single-survey count (5).  
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Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 
 
 
With a more restricted summer range than most other species of herons in Louisiana, the 
Black-crowned Night-Heron was found primarily in southern Louisiana during the SBA. During 
the WBA, the Black-crowned Night-Heron was concentrated in the coastal marshes of 
southwestern and southeastern Louisiana, where the average abundance was higher than 
during the SBA (0.6/hour during the SBA, 1.3/hour during the WBA). Like other species of 
herons, there were relatively fewer records for the northern half of the state during the WBA. 
During the SBA, the greatest abundance (14/hour) was recorded in the Pass a’Loutre West 
quad, at the mouth of the Mississippi River, while the highest single-survey count (120) was 
recorded in the West Isles Dernieres quad. During the WBA, both the highest abundance 
(22/hour) and the highest single-survey count (222) were recorded in the Chef Menteur quad 
in eastern Orleans Parish, but the Rollover Lake quad in coastal Vermilion Parish was a close 
second in relative abundance (20/hour).  
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Yellow-crowned Night-Heron Nyctanassa violacea 
 
 
Found wherever bottomland habitats dominate, the Yellow-crowned Night-Heron was most 
abundant in the Atchafalaya Basin and the Mississippi River delta during the SBA, but 
substantial numbers were also found in the rice country and coastal marshes. Virtually all of 
North America’s Yellow-crowned Night-Herons leave for the winter, so only a very few were 
recorded in quads in southeastern Louisiana during the WBA. During the SBA, both the 
greatest abundance (10/hour) and the highest single-survey count (100) were recorded in the 
Morgan City quad, while the greatest abundance recorded during the WBA (0.5/hour) was 
recorded in the Pilottown quad, and the highest single-survey count (4) was recorded in the 
Leeville quad.  
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White Ibis Eudocimus albus 
 
 
The White Ibis is one of the most abundant wading birds in Louisiana, with large numbers 
foraging in bottomlands, marshes, open pastures, and aquaculture throughout the state year-
round. During the SBA, the White Ibis was most abundant in the Atchafalaya Basin and the 
rice country, but was generally absent from pine-dominated regions. They were also less 
abundant in the coastal marshes, perhaps due to the lack of suitable nesting sites. A dramatic 
distributional shift has occurred since the Louisiana Breeding Bird Atlas was published in 
2000, when White Ibis were undetected in the Mississippi River valley of northeastern 
Louisiana (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000), whereas they were recorded in 45 quads in this 
region during the SBA. During the WBA, the White Ibis was most abundant in the rice country, 
where flocks of thousands were a common sight; elsewhere, they were abundant in 
southeastern Louisiana, and up the Red River valley, with fewer records in northern Louisiana. 
On average, White Ibis were more abundant during the WBA (mean abundance 11/hour 
during the SBA, 24/hour during the WBA), but were found more quads during the SBA (396 
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vs 232). During the SBA, the greatest single-survey count was recorded in the Laplace quad 
(6000), while the highest single-survey count during the WBA (4500) was recorded in the 
Church Point quad. 
 
Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 
 
 
More restricted in their range than other species of ibis in Louisiana, the Glossy Ibis has two 
core distributions: the rice country to the west of the Atchafalaya Basin, and the freshwater 
marshes to the southeast of the Basin. During the WBA, quads in southeastern Louisiana had 
higher abundances than those in the rice country. The highest single-survey SBA count (75) 
was recorded in the Belle Chase quad, while the Des Allemands quad recorded the highest 
count (30) during the WBA. Abundance was likely under-estimated during the WBA, as the 
Glossy Ibis is very difficult to separate from the White-faced Ibis in non-breeding plumage.  
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White-faced Ibis Plegadis chihi 
 
 
The White-faced Ibis is closely tied to shallow, open freshwater habitats. They reached their 
greatest abundances during both the SBA and the WBA in the rice country of southwestern 
Louisiana, with scattered records from marshy areas in the rest of the state. During the SBA, 
White-faced Ibis were about as abundant as Glossy Ibis in southeastern Louisiana, but in the 
rice country White-faced Ibis dominated. During the WBA, the White-faced Ibis was again most 
abundant in the southwestern part of the state, but overall abundances were much higher than 
during the SBA (mean abundance: 15/hour during the SBA, 79/hour during the WBA), but 
was recorded in fewer quads (171 during the SBA, 95 during the WBA). The highest single-
survey SBA count (2140) was recorded in the Mermentau quad, while the highest count 
recorded during the WBA (15,000) was from the Lake Misere quad.  
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Glossy/White-faced Ibis Plegadis falcinellus/chihi 
 
 
Due to the close physical similarities between the Glossy and White-faced Ibis, many atlas 
surveyors took a conservative approach to their identification, and left many individuals 
identified only to the genus level. In addition to identification challenges posed by the species 
pair, hybridization is extensive in Louisiana, which makes many individuals unidentifiable to 
species. The species pair identification added a number of quads, particularly from the SBA 
and in northeastern Louisiana, to the overall picture of Plegadis distribution and abundance in 
Louisiana. The highest SBA single-survey-survey count was 3000 from the Laplace quad 
(higher than the highest count for White-faced Ibis), while the highest WBA single-survey 
count was 3400, from the Duson quad in Lafayette Parish.  
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Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja 
 
 
The Roseate Spoonbill is a large, iconic pink wader common in shallow marshes, freshwater 
lakes, coastal bays, and aquaculture throughout southern Louisiana, with a few found less 
frequently in appropriate habitat in central and northern Louisiana. During the SBA, the 
Roseate Spoonbill center of abundance was the rice country, where extensive aquaculture 
provides ideal habitat. During the WBA, the range of the Roseate Spoonbill contracted towards 
the coast, with very few birds found north of about 30º North latitude. Abundance also shifted 
south, towards the coastal marshes. The single-survey SBA high count (500) was recorded in 
the Delcambre quad in Vermilion Parish, while the single-survey WBA high count (112) was 
recorded in the Lake Misere quad.  
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Black Vulture Coragyps atratus 
 
 
The Black Vulture is distributed widely across Louisiana during both the summer and winter. 
The distribution during both seasons showed interesting patterns, with centers of abundance 
in the Atchafalaya Basin, the Florida Parishes, and in northwestern Louisiana, while Black 
Vultures were much less abundant in the southwestern rice country and northeastern 
Louisiana; the Louisiana Breeding Bird Atlas noted this pattern and attributed it to limited 
appropriate breeding habitat (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000), but the pattern continued through 
the WBA, which indicates other factors may be shaping the species’ distribution in Louisiana. 
During the SBA, the greatest abundance (19/hour) was recorded in the Slocum quad at the 
confluence of the Red and the Mississippi rivers, while the highest single-survey count (175) 
was recorded in the Sorrento quad. During the WBA, the greatest abundance (11/hour) was 
recorded in the Black Lake quad, southwest of Lake Charles, while the highest single-survey 
count (200) was recorded in the Point a la Hache quad.  
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Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 
 
 
During both the SBA and the WBA, the Turkey Vulture was found essentially throughout 
Louisiana, although abundances were much higher during the winter, when birds from farther 
north joined resident birds. During the SBA, Turkey Vultures were generally less abundant in 
the southern portions of the state, where the large trees that they nest in are less abundant. 
During the WBA, abundances of this scavenger were fairly evenly spread across the state, with 
most quads recording Turkey Vultures abundances of between 1/hour and 5/hour. During the 
SBA, the greatest abundance was recorded in the Loring quad (16/hour), while the LaCour 
quad held the highest single-survey count (60). During the WBA, both the greatest abundance 
(42/hour) and the highest single-survey count (500) were recorded in the Morgan City quad, 
home to a large landfill; other quads with high abundances, including Scotlandville (28/hour) 
and Venice (24/hour) quads also held large landfills.  
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Osprey Pandion haliaetus 
 
 
The Osprey is unevenly distributed across Louisiana. Closely tied to large, open bodies of 
water, it reached the greatest abundances during both the SBA and WBA in southeastern 
Louisiana. This species was severely impacted by the effects of DDT in the mid 20th century, 
but has since gone through a dramatic recovery: compared to the Louisiana Breeding Bird 
Atlas (LBBA) Osprey are found more extensively through the state (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 
2000), with records from 107 quads during the SBA compared to 35 during the LBBA. Relative 
abundances of Osprey were highest in the Venice quad (2/hour) during the SBA, and the 
Pilottown quad (5.5/hour) during the WBA; both quads are near the mouth of the Mississippi 
River, in southern Plaquemines Parish.  
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White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus 
 
 
A rare resident of southwestern Louisiana, the White-tailed Kite is found in open country with 
scattered trees. During the WBA, it was found in more quads and at greater abundances than 
during the SBA, indicating that there is likely an influx of White-tailed Kites from Texas during 
the non-breeding season. During the SBA, the greatest abundance (0.5/hour) was recorded in 
the Gordon Quad, north of Lake Charles, while during the WBA, the greatest abundance 
(0.9/hour) was recorded in the Lake Misere quad.  
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Swallow-tailed Kite Elanus forficatus 
 
 
Strictly a summer visitor, the Swallow-tailed Kite was recorded in two primary areas during 
the SBA: the Pearl River basin and the Atchafalaya River basin. Both feature extensive tracts of 
flooded cypress swamp, which kites use both for foraging and nesting habitat. Outside of these 
areas, Swallow-tailed Kites were found in low numbers in appropriate habitat along the Sabine 
and Red rivers, as well as a handful of other sites. Any found in quads without appropriate 
habitat likely refer to migrants, as Swallow-tailed Kites are an early fall migrant. The highest 
abundances (3.7/hour) came from the Haaswood quad, in the Pearl River WMA, which 
features large tracts of flooded cypress swamp.
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Mississippi Kite Ictinia mississippiensis 
 
 
The Mississippi Kite is a common component of the summer avifauna of Louisiana, as reflected 
in the SBA, but leaves North America entirely during the winter. It is found wherever large 
deciduous trees occur, including residential neighborhoods in urban areas. Away from areas of 
extensive broadleaf trees, the Mississippi Kite occur as a wanderer, perhaps involving failed 
breeders, juveniles, or long-distance foragers. They occasionally concentrate in large numbers 
during an emergence of flying insects, such as dragonflies and hymenopterans, which may 
account for those quads with relative abundances of more than 5 individuals per hour. The 
Houma quad held the greatest abundance (15/hour), although the single-survey high count 
(130) was recorded in the New Orleans West quad.  
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Northern Harrier Circus cyaneus 
 
 
The WBA shows the Northern Harrier’s preference for wide open spaces, including coastal 
marshes, grasslands, open fields, and pastures very well. Most abundant in the southwestern 
rice country, the Northern Harrier also reaches high abundance in northeastern Louisiana 
along the Mississippi River valley. Abundances were likewise higher in the coastal marshes of 
southeastern Louisiana, but because many quads that were mostly or entirely marsh were not 
surveyed, the true abundance of this species in that region is likely underestimated in the 
WBA. The highest abundance (6.8/hour) was recorded in the Pass a’Loutre West quad, in the 
Mississippi River delta. None were recorded during the SBA.  
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Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus 
 
 
During the SBA, the Sharp-shinned Hawk was recorded in only four quads in northwestern 
Louisiana, all of which featured extensive pine forest. Sharp-shinned Hawks were confirmed 
breeding in one quad in this same general area during the LBBA (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 
2000). Conversely, during the WBA Sharp-shinned Hawks were found throughout the state 
wherever there were stands of trees, although patchily and at low abundance. Sharp-shinned 
Hawks are a retiring species, so they may have been under-detected. During the SBA, all four 
quads recorded a single Sharp-shinned Hawk; the greatest relative abundance during the WBA 
(0.4/hour) was recorded in the Congo Creek quad, in Richland Parish.  
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Cooper’s Hawk Accipiter cooperii 
 
 
Unlike their congener, the Sharp-shinned Hawk, the Cooper’s Hawk is widely, though patchily, 
distributed throughout Louisiana. Generally encountered in low abundance, they are found in 
a variety of forested habitats, including residential neighborhoods featuring large trees. 
Compared to the LBBA (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000), the summer distribution of Cooper’s 
Hawks has expanded to include most of the state, with occupied quads increasing from 34 
during the LBBA to 150 during the SBA; one potential reason for this may be the expansion of 
White-winged Doves and Eurasian Collared-Doves. During the WBA, Cooper’s Hawks were 
found throughout the state at low abundance, which may be due in part to their retiring 
nature. The greatest abundance during the SBA (0.7/hour) was recorded in the Lake Felicity 
quad in Terrebonne Parish, while the greatest WBA abundance (0.7/hour) was recorded in the 
Mulberry Islands East quad in Vermilion Parish.  
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Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus 
 
 
Formerly endangered, Louisiana’s Bald Eagle populations have made a dramatic rebound from 
historic lows in the late 20th century. Unlike any other member of Louisiana’s breeding 
avifauna, most Bald Eagles nest during the winter, and migrate north during the summer non-
breeding season. During the SBA, Bald Eagles were encountered in low abundances principally 
in the Red River valley and the Atchafalaya Basin; these may be over-summering immature 
birds or resident adults. During the WBA, Bald Eagles were found throughout the state, but 
reached their greatest abundance in the southern Atchafalaya Basin, where the species nests in 
large numbers. The number of active nests recorded in Louisiana increased from 105 in 1995 
(Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000) to over 350 in 2008 (Michael Seymour, LDWF, pers. comms.). 
During the SBA, the highest single-survey count (3) was recorded in the Wardview quad, while 
the highest single-survey count from the WBA (81) was recorded in the Morgan City Southeast 
quad; this quad also held the greatest abundance (17/hour).  
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Red-shouldered Hawk Buteo lineatus 
 
 
The Red-shouldered Hawk is a medium-sized raptor, common throughout Louisiana wherever 
there are tracts of continuous forest. During the SBA, they generally avoided the agricultural 
northeast and open southwest, although fingers of appropriate habitat through the rice 
country did allow Red-shouldered Hawks to occur in low abundance. In general, the greatest 
abundances in the state occurred in the Atchafalaya Basin, where extensive bottomland forest 
provided ample habitat. During the WBA, abundance was generally higher as Louisiana’s 
resident populations were augmented by migrants from farther north. Many of the same 
general areas that hosted greater abundances of Red-shouldered Hawks through the summer 
also hosted larger numbers during the winter. During the SBA, the Kraemer quad, Lafourche 
Parish, held the greatest abundance (3.4/hour), while the Powell Point quad, in La Salle 
Parish, held the highest abundance during the WBA (4.0/hour).   
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Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus 
 
 
The Broad-winged Hawk occurs broadly across much of Louisiana during the summer, but 
with a patchy distribution in rather low abundances. It requires more extensive tracts of 
upland broadleaf or mixed hardwood forests than does the Red-shouldered Hawk. It was 
almost entirely absent from the Mississippi River valley of northeastern Louisiana, as well as 
the swampy forests of the southeastern corner of the state. Very rarely detected in winter, the 
majority of records during the WBA came from the area between Phoenix and Port Sulphur in 
lower Plaquemines Parish. The Loring quad in Sabine Parish held the greatest SBA abundance 
(0.8/hour), while the Venice quad held the highest WBA abundance (0.5/hour). The rather 
high WBA high abundances were anomalous, and were recorded in a year (2014) when 
greater than average numbers of Broad-winged Hawks were found wintering in extreme 
southeastern Louisiana.  
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Swainson’s Hawk Buteo swainsoni 
 
 
During the SBA, the Swainson’s Hawk was almost entirely restricted to the southwestern rice 
country. This distribution is new, as the species has slowly expanded into the state from the 
west over the last 40 years (Lowery, 1974), though it went undetected during the Louisiana 
Breeding Bird Atlas (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000). Breeding activity has recently been 
detected in the southwestern portion of Louisiana. In general, abundance was low, but about 
on par for other species of Buteo, with a mean abundance of 0.2/hour in quads where the 
species was detected. During the WBA there were, remarkably, records of Swainson’s Hawk in 
six quads in southeastern Louisiana (not shown). This is notable because virtually the entire 
population of this species winters on the pampas of Argentina, and until recently winter 
records from North America were unheard of. During the SBA, the greatest abundance of 
Swainson’s Hawks (0.7/hour) was recorded in the Elton quad; during the WBA, the Point a la 
Hache quad held the greatest abundance (0.5/hour). 
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Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis 
 
 
The Red-tailed Hawk is an adaptable species, at home in a wide variety of habitats, making it 
the most widely-distributed raptor in Louisiana. During the SBA, Red-tailed Hawks were found 
throughout the state, except for the extreme southern portions, where there are few trees to 
provide appropriate nesting habitat. Elsewhere, they were found in a wide variety of habitats, 
although they tended to avoid areas of extensive closed-canopy forest and swamps. 
Augmented by migratory populations from farther north, Red-tailed Hawks were consistently 
abundant throughout the state during the WBA, including in quads that they were undetected 
in during the SBA. The open agricultural areas of northeastern Louisiana and the Red River 
valley had especially high abundances, but the highest abundances came from the rice country. 
The greatest SBA abundance (1.8/hour) was recorded in the Plaucheville quad. During the 
WBA, the Morgan City Southeast quad held abundances (27/hour) far greater than the quad 
with the next greatest abundance (Bayou Cocodrie quad, 9.9/hour); the highest single-survey 
count (125) also came from the Morgan City Southeast quad. Though an extraordinary count, 
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three other checklists made by very competent observers in the Morgan City Southeast quad 
also tallied 75 or more individuals. 
 
King Rail Rallus elegans 
 
 
The King Rail favors areas of extensive freshwater marsh, including flooded rice fields. During 
the SBA, the King Rail was most abundant in southwestern Louisiana, where extensive rice 
fields and freshwater marshes provide ample habitat. In northern Louisiana, King Rails were 
found in just two quads (Hanna, in Red River Parish, and Bosco, in Ouachita Parish) that 
featured extensive rice cultivation or freshwater marshes. In Southeastern Louisiana, saltwater 
intrusion limited King Rail habitat somewhat, but notable were populations in the delta of the 
Mississippi River, where large volumes of freshwater keep saltwater at bay, and allowed King 
Rail habitat to flourish. During the WBA, King Rails were detected in the same general areas as 
they were during the SBA, although at greater abundances in the southwestern part of the 
state; elevated abundances here are likely the result of influxes of migrants from farther north. 
 104 
During the SBA, the highest abundances (2.4/hour) were recorded in the Floating Turf Bayou 
quad, on the southern shore of White Lake, in Cameron Parish. During the WBA, the greatest 
abundances (3.4/hour) were recorded in the South Pass quad, in the Mississippi River delta. 
 
Clapper Rail Rallus crepitans 
 
 
The saltmarsh counterpart of the King Rail, the Clapper Rail is found wherever there are 
brackish or saltwater marshes. Both the SBA and the WBA range maps reflect this, with almost 
all quads that recorded the species being within a quad or two of the coast. Exceptions include 
the rice country, where a few closely scrutinized rails proved to be Clappers, and the eastern 
shore of Lake Pontchartrain, where intruding brackish water creates a limited amount of 
appropriate habitat. Unlike the King Rail, there is no evidence that Louisiana populations 
increase during the winter with the addition of migrants, and in fact abundance was much 
lower during the winter (mean abundance of 0.3/hour during the WBA compared to mean of 
1.1/hour during the SBA); this was likely due to issues of detectability, as Clapper Rails call 
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less frequently during the winter. During the SBA, the greatest abundance (6.8/hour) was 
recorded in the Bayou Lucien quad, on Vermilion Bay, while during the WBA, the Buras quad 
held the greatest abundance (1.0/hour). 
 
Virginia Rail Rallus limicola 
 
 
The Virginia Rail is a smaller version of the King and Clapper Rails, and is strictly a winter 
visitor to Louisiana, where it is found in a variety of marshy habitats. It was most frequently 
detected in southern Louisiana, but there were also nine quads with records in the 
northwestern portion of the state. The greatest abundances were recorded in the rice country, 
as were most other species of rail. The highest abundance (0.8/hour) was recorded in the 
Johnsons Bayou quad in coastal Cameron Parish.  
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Sora Porzana carolina 
 
  
Almost exclusively a winter visitor to the state, the Sora is found in a wide variety of wet 
habitats, including marshes, wet pastures, ditches, and rice cultivation. Only two quads, each 
with a single individual, recorded Sora during the SBA: the Indian Beach quad near New 
Orleans, and the Bossier City quad, in northwestern Louisiana (not shown). During the WBA, 
the Sora was the rail species most likely to be encountered away from the southern half of 
Louisiana, and was recorded in quads along the Red River, the southwestern rice country, and 
the marshes south of New Orleans. Upland quads, especially those dominated by pine forest, 
generally did not provide favorable habitat. Swampy quads, although wet enough, lacked the 
wet grass and marsh that Sora require. The South Pass quad held the greatest abundance 
(6.0/hour) recorded during the WBA.  
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Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinicus 
 
 
The Purple Gallinule was recorded only during the SBA. Found on large bodies of water with 
abundant floating vegetation, it avoids dense marsh grasses as well as open water. The Purple 
Gallinule will also occupy rice cultivation, as long as the rice has grown to a substantial height. 
These rather specialized habitat preferences result in a spotty distribution in Louisiana, with 
relatively high abundances (mean of 1.1/hour) in those quads where the species was detected. 
The greatest abundance (27/hour) was recorded in Lacassine NWR, in the Lake Misere quad. 
This is more than three times higher than the next greatest abundance (7.3/hour) recorded in 
the Hayes quad, which borders the Lake Misere quad to the north.   
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Common Gallinule Gallinula galeata 
 
 
During the Louisiana Bird Atlas Project, the Common Gallinules was commonly found 
throughout the marsh zone of southern Louisiana, and in lesser numbers through the Red and 
Mississippi River valleys. It occupied marshy habitats, including ponds with emergent 
vegetation, marshes featuring both open water and extensive emergent vegetation, overgrown 
canals, and even brackish coastal marshes. This flexibility lead to a wider distribution than the 
Purple Gallinule. A year-round resident, local populations were augmented by migrants from 
farther north, as abundances were much greater during the WBA compared to the SBA (mean 
of 2.4/hour during the SBA compared to 8.8/hour during the WBA). The Lake Penchant quad, 
an entirely marshy quad in central Terrebonne Parish, held the greatest abundance (41/hour) 
during the SBA, while the Morgan City Southeast quad held the greatest abundances during 
the WBA (485/hour).  
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American Coot Fulica americana 
 
 
The American Coot is the least “rail-like” of Louisiana’s rails, and it is found in the least “rail-
like” habitat. Favoring shallow, open water with aquatic vegetation, it is found on a wide 
variety of natural and artificial bodies of water, including ponds, lakes, reservoirs, rivers, 
canals, and sewage treatment facilities. During the SBA, the American Coot was recorded at 
relatively low abundances, and their distribution was spotty. In contrast, American Coots 
recorded during the WBA were found consistently throughout the state, only avoiding upland 
quads, which tended not to feature appropriate habitat. The highest relative abundance 
recorded during the SBA (3.1/hour) was recorded in the Church Point quad. During the WBA, 
relative abundances were much higher, with a mean relative abundance of 180/hour. The 
highest single-survey count (50,500) came from the South Pass quad in the Mississippi River 
delta. These numbers make American Coot one of the most abundant bird species in Louisiana 
during the winter.  
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Sandhill Crane Grus canadensis 
 
 
The Sandhill Crane is strictly a winter visitor to Louisiana, but formerly nested in bogs in pine 
woods in the eastern part of the state and in the prairies of southwestern Louisiana (Lowery, 
1974). During the WBA, Sandhill Cranes were found in a few discreet regions of central 
Louisiana, including the coastal prairies and associated rice growing regions in southwestern 
Louisiana, the southern and central Red River valley, and in smaller numbers in the Mississippi 
River valley in the northeastern corner of the state. Sandhill Cranes are social birds, and occur 
in tight family groups, which lead to a relatively high mean abundance (15/hour). The 
greatest relative abundance (165/hour) was recorded in the Lake Charles Southeast quad, as 
was the single-survey high count (1874).  
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Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus 
 
 
The Black-necked Stilt is abundant in shallow, open water throughout southern Louisiana, and 
during the SBA it was also found along the Red River valley, and in low numbers in 
northeastern Louisiana. The center of distribution and abundance for this species, during both 
atlas efforts, was clearly the southwestern rice country, where extensive aquaculture provides 
ideal breeding and wintering habitat. There has been previous speculation that the range of 
Black-necked Stilts has been increasing northward (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000), and the SBA 
supports this assertion, with Stilts now present in suitable breeding habitat along the Red and 
Mississippi Rivers, where they were absent during the LBBA. During the SBA, the highest 
single-survey count (790) was recorded in the Palmetto quad; during the WBA, the highest 
single-survey count (668) was recorded in the Thornwell quad.  
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American Avocet Recurvirostra americana 
 
 
The American Avocet is a distinctive and common shorebird in Louisiana, but was found in a 
limited number of quads along the coast and in the rice country. They favor shallow, open 
water, where they forage for aquatic arthropods in a distinctive sweeping fashion with their 
unique, upturned bill. During the SBA, the American Avocet was most abundant along the 
coast, while inland in the rice country it was found in lower abundances. During the WBA, it 
was distributed almost entirely along the coast in relatively high abundance. It was detected 
away from the coast in only three quads (Cheneyville quad, in Rapides Parish; Thornwell 
quad, in Jefferson Davis Parish, and Wright Quad, on the Acadia/Vermilion Parish line), as 
well as several quads along the shore of Lake Pontchartrain. They were entirely absent from 
northern Louisiana, where there is little suitable habitat. The SBA distribution of American 
Avocets may reflect an expansion of their breeding range, as they were not detected during the 
Louisiana Breeding Bird Atlas. During the SBA, the Hog Bayou quad held the highest single-
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survey count (1508). During WBA, the Cameron quad had the highest single-survey count 
(4000). 
 
American Oystercatcher Haematopus palliatus 
 
 
The American Oystercatcher is strictly a coastal species, specializing on sandy beaches and 
barrier islands. During the SBA, during the nesting season, it was found in central and eastern 
coastal Louisiana, where barrier islands, their preferred nesting habitat, are a common 
component of the coastal landscape. It should be noted that their primary breeding sites in 
Louisiana, the offshore Chandeleur Islands, were not surveyed during the SBA. During the 
WBA, the American Oystercatcher disperses away from its nesting sites, and was present in 
quads in western and eastern Louisiana that did not feature it during the SBA. During both 
Atlas survey efforts, numbers were low relative to other species occurring in similar habitat. 
The Central Isles Dernieres quad held the highest abundance recorded during both the SBA 
(4.6/hour), and the WBA (2/hour).  
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Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola 
 
 
During the SBA, the Black-bellied Plover was recorded almost entirely from coastal quads, with 
a few recorded from the rice country. The Black bellied Plover is a high Arctic breeding 
species, so most of the individuals recorded during the SBA were assumed to be over-
summering individuals or very late or early migrants. The Black-bellied Plover prefers drier 
habitat than many other species of shorebirds, so flooded rice cultivation is unlikely to appeal 
to it, which may explain its coastally-biased distribution. The Black-bellied Plover was more 
widely distributed during the WBA, with records from many more quads in the rice country, as 
well as some along Lake Pontchartrain. Abundance was heavily skewed towards the coast, 
particularly to those quads featuring sandy barrier islands. During the SBA, the highest single-
survey count (60) was recorded in the West Isles Dernieres quad. During the WBA, the Leeville 
quad held the highest single-survey count (300).  
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Snowy Plover Charadrius nivosus 
 
 
The Snowy Plover is a beach specialists, found strictly in coastal quads during both Atlas 
efforts. The Snowy Plover is at best a very rare breeder in Louisiana (one record reported in 
the Louisiana Breeding Bird Atlas, Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000), so records from the SBA 
almost certainly refer to non-breeding individuals. Relative abundance of this species was 
highest in southwestern Louisiana. During the WBA, the Snowy Plover was more evenly 
distributed across coastal Louisiana, although the highest abundances were again in 
southwestern Louisiana. The SBA single-survey high count (6) was recorded in the Grand 
Bayou quad, while the WBA single-survey high count (44) was recorded in the Cameron quad.  
 116 
Wilson’s Plover Charadrius wilsonia 
 
 
Strictly coastal, the Wilson’s Plover breeds on shell beaches along the length of Louisiana’s 
Gulf coast, including on barrier islands. A notable gap in the SBA distribution of Wilson’s 
Plovers occurred on Vermillion Bay, but this may be explained by the lack of shell beaches 
along this shallow bay. Wilson’s Plovers were less abundant during the WBA, as most of 
Louisiana’s breeding population winters in Mexico and Central America (Corbat and 
Bergstrom, 2000). However, a few do over-winter along Louisiana’s coast, especially beaches 
along Barataria Bay. During the SBA, the highest single-survey count (173) was recorded in 
the Leeville quad. During the WBA, the highest single-survey count (25) was recorded in the 
Belle Pass quad.  
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Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus 
 
 
The Semipalmated Plover is more flexible in its habitat preferences than other species of 
Charadrius plovers, and as a result it was found in a greater number of quads during both 
Atlas efforts, including some inland quads. During the SBA, the Semipalmated Plover was 
concentrated on the coast, with the highest abundances recorded from the Timbalier Islands 
and Barataria Bay, but there were also records from a number of inland quads, including the 
Shreveport East Quad in northwestern Louisiana. Semipalmated Plovers breed on the tundra 
of the high Arctic, so as with many other species of shorebirds, Louisiana’s summer records 
represent over summering non-breeders, as well as early and late passage migrants. Similar to 
the SBA, WBA records were concentrated along the coast, especially Barataria Bay, with a few 
inland quads hosting the Semipalmated Plover in relatively lower abundance. During the SBA, 
the highest single-survey count (64) was recorded in the Bay Coquette quad, while during the 
WBA, the highest single-survey count (200) was recorded in the Calumet Island quad. 
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Piping Plover Charadrius melodus 
 
 
Louisiana provides critical wintering habitat for the Piping Plover, a federally endangered 
species. Found on sandy beaches along the coast, the Piping Plover occurs in small numbers 
during the summer, principally in the Timbalier Islands and along the Cameron Parish coast. 
Two inland quads recorded it during the SBA (the Elm Grove quad, in Caddo Parish, and the 
Mermentau quad, in Acadia Parish, each with a single individual), which were unusual 
records. Piping Plovers do not breed in Louisiana, so summer records are attributable to over-
summering birds. During the SBA, both the greatest abundance (1.3/hour) and the highest 
single-survey count (6) came from the Calumet Island quad. During the WBA, the Piping 
Plover was found strictly in coastal quads, with high abundances in the Timbalier Islands and 
Barataria Bay, although the highest single-survey count (65) was recorded in the South of 
South Pass quad in the delta of the Mississippi River.  
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Killdeer Charadrius vociferus 
 
 
Flexible in its habitat requirements, the Killdeer is a ubiquitous species throughout Louisiana, 
found wherever there is open, bare ground. Abundance was highest during the SBA in the 
southwestern rice country and the northern Mississippi River valley, but abundance was also 
high in the Red River and southern Mississippi River valleys. During the WBA, the Killdeer was 
a component of the avifauna of most quads. With a center of abundance in the open rice 
country, they were common in virtually any open, grassy, or barren habitat. During both Atlas 
efforts, the Killdeer was least common in the Pineywoods. During the SBA, the single-survey 
high count (140) was recorded in the Palmetto quad. The Lake Arthur quad in Jefferson Davis 
Parish held the single-survey high count (2700) during the WBA.  
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Long-billed Curlew Numenius americanus 
 
 
In Louisiana, the Long-billed Curlew is found almost exclusively in the remnant coastal prairies 
of Cameron Parish, with a few occurring on the barrier islands off Terrebonne Bay. During the 
SBA, low numbers of non-breeders over-summered in coastal quads. The Texas Point quad 
held the highest single-survey count from both the SBA (104) and the WBA (195). Smaller 
numbers were detected in the rice country, and on the Timbalier Islands during the WBA.  
 121 
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 
 
 
The Whimbrel summers in low abundance across the coastal plain of Louisiana. Abundance 
was highest in Cameron Parish, but these large shorebirds were also detected in lower 
abundances in the rice country, and across the coastal tier of quads east to the Mississippi 
River delta. The single-survey high count (31) was recorded in the Texas Point quad, in the 
extreme southwest corner of the state. The Whimbrel was very rarely detected during the 
WBA, with records from just four quads: three coastal (Holly Beach, Cameron, and Calumet 
Island), and one in the northern rice country (Mire quad; map not shown).  
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Marbled Godwit Limosa fedoa 
 
 
The Marbled Godwit was detected in moderate abundances during both the SBA and WBA, 
though more birds were detected in fewer quads in the WBA. Although primarily a coastal 
species, the Marbled Godwit, as with many other species of shorebirds, seemed to avoid 
Vermilion Bay, and a few were also detected in the rice country. During the SBA, the Marbled 
Godwit was found on beaches along much of the coast, with the highest single-survey count 
(109) recorded in the Belle Pass quad, along Barataria Bay. All WBA records came from coastal 
quads in Cameron Parish and the Timbalier Islands, with the highest single-survey count (139) 
recorded in the Texas Point quad.  
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Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 
 
 
During the SBA the Ruddy Turnstone was relatively common throughout the coast, with 
especially high abundances along the Cameron Parish coast, as well as on the Timbalier 
Islands. An unusual record of 14 individuals of this normally coastal species was recorded in 
early June in the Wright quad, but the Ruddy Turnstone is known to occur regularly in this 
area during migration, so late spring migrants likely explain this record. The Ruddy Turnstone 
was distributed along the Gulf Coast during the WBA, with additional records from two quads 
along Lake Pontchartrain. During both the SBA and the WBA, the single-survey high count was 
recorded in the Cameron quad (29 during the SBA, 100 during the WBA).  
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Red Knot Calidris canutus 
 
 
Listed as Federally Threatened, the Red Knot primarily uses Louisiana’s coast as an important 
migratory stopover site, but a few individuals also spend the summer and winter in the state 
(Barker et al. 2013). During the SBA, the Red Knot was recorded primarily from the Timbalier 
Islands, although relatively high numbers were also recorded from western Cameron Parish. As 
with other shorebird species, many of these summer records likely refer to late northbound 
migrants or early southbound migrants. The WBA documented the Red Knot only from the 
Timbalier Islands and Barataria Bay; clearly this portion of the Louisiana coast is important for 
this species in the state. During the SBA, the highest single-survey count (55) was recorded in 
the East Isles Dernieres quad, while during the WBA, the highest single-survey count (188) 
was recorded in the Barataria Pass quad.  
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Stilt Sandpiper Calidris himantopus 
 
 
The Stilt Sandpiper favors shallow, fresh water habitats over brackish or saltwater, and so was 
encountered inland far more frequently during both the SBA and WBA . During the SBA, 
the center of the Stilt Sandpiper’s abundance was in the rice country, where extensive 
aquaculture provided ideal habitat for over-summering individuals. There were scattered 
records outside of this region, including three quads near Shreveport, and three coastal quads. 
As with most species of shorebirds, the Stilt Sandpiper’s breeding range is far to the north of 
Louisiana, and all SBA records pertain to non-breeders. During the WBA, the Stilt Sandpiper 
was found in moderate abundance relative to other species of shorebirds. The only records 
outside of the rice country came from the Little Woods, Phoenix, Venice, and Leeville quads. 
During the SBA, the highest single-survey count (130) was recorded in the Jennings quad, 
while during the WBA, the highest single-survey count (150) was recorded in the Thornwell 
quad.  
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Sanderling Calidris alba 
 
 
The Sanderling is a common component of Louisiana’s beach avifauna. During the SBA, 
records refer to early and late migrants, and over-summering non-breeders. The highest 
abundance came from the Timbalier Islands, but the Sanderling was almost as abundant on 
the Cameron Parish coast and in Barataria Bay; as with many coastal shorebirds, they were 
undetected along Vermilion Bay, which generally lacks open beaches. During the WBA 
abundance was generally much higher than during the SBA. The Mississippi River delta 
featured the highest abundances, but Sanderlings were generally abundant wherever they 
occurred. All records were strictly coastal during both atlas efforts, except for a single 
individual recorded in the Bossier City quad during the SBA. The highest single-survey count 
recorded during the SBA (101) was in the West Isles Dernieres quad; during the WBA, the 
highest single-survey count (740) was recorded in the Cameron quad.  
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Dunlin Calidris alpina 
 
 
The Dunlin is a medium-sized Calidris sandpiper that is one of the most abundant shorebird 
species to visit Louisiana, with particularly large flocks occurring during the winter. During the 
SBA, the Dunlin was principally found along the southeastern coast, particularly on the Isles 
Dernieres. Distribution during the WBA was more evenly spread across the state, with records 
from three quads in northern Louisiana (Laark, in Morehouse Parish; Tensas Bluff, in Tensas 
Parish; and Larto Lake North, in Catahoula Parish) , as well as small numbers around Lake 
Pontchartrain. Dunlin wintered in moderate numbers in the rice country, with several quads 
recording 100–500/hour. The largest numbers were recorded on Terrebonne and Barataria 
Bays, which are critically important for shorebirds in general. During the SBA, the highest 
single-survey count (50) was recorded in the Central Isles Dernieres quad, while during the 
WBA, the highest single-survey count (15000) was recorded in the Leeville quad.  
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Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla 
 
 
The Least Sandpiper is one of the most likely shorebirds to be encountered inland in Louisiana. 
Found in appropriate habitat throughout much of the state, it was most abundant in the rice 
country during both the SBA and WBA. Summer records were fewer than winter records, and 
more skewed towards the coast, with 10 quads reporting Least Sandpipers in northern 
Louisiana, mainly along the Red River. Rice and crawfish aquaculture in the rice country 
provided ample habitat, with five quads reporting hourly totals of 10 or more Least 
Sandpipers. During the WBA, abundance of the Least Sandpiper was concentrated in the rice 
country, with lesser numbers along the coast, through the Red River valley, in northeastern 
Louisiana, and in the Baton Rouge region. During the SBA, the highest single-survey count 
(430) was recorded in the Mermentau quad, while during the WBA the highest single-survey 
count (1510) was recorded in the Intracoastal City quad.  
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White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis 
 
 
The White-rumped Sandpiper is a common late spring transient through Louisiana, on the way 
from South American wintering grounds to Arctic breeding sites. With an average first arrival 
date on their Canadian tundra breeding sites in late May (Parmelee, 1992), White-rumped 
Sandpipers found during the SBA are likely passage migrants, rather than true summering 
birds. Most widely detected on the coast, the highest single-survey count (90) was recorded in 
the Laplace quad. Others were detected in the Red River valley and along Lake Pontchartrain, 
with records in a few quads elsewhere. There were no WBA records.  
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Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos 
 
 
During the SBA, the Pectoral Sandpiper was found in low abundances primarily in the rice 
country, but was also found in quads in the Red River valley and southeastern Louisiana. A 
few of these records may refer to over-summering individuals, but most likely pertain to late 
spring migrants, as the tail end of migration can last through the beginning of June, or early 
fall migrants, which can depart the breeding grounds as early as the beginning of July 
(Farmer, Holmes, & Pitelka, 2013). The Chataignier quad, in Evangeline Parish, held the 
highest single-survey count (68). During the WBA, Pectoral Sandpipers were recorded in just 
two quads (the Extension quad, in Ouachita Parish, and Lake Charles Southeast quad, in 
Calcasieu Parish, three individuals; not shown) during the WBA, which is notable as the 
species is considered casual in North America during the winter.  
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Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla 
 
 
Like other species of Arctic-breeding shorebirds, a few late spring or early fall migrant 
Semipalmated Sandpipers were recorded during the SBA; a few may have been attempting to 
over-summer. They were found in both coastal and freshwater habitats, with quads in the rice 
country having especially high relative abundances. During the SBA, the highest single-survey 
count (120) was recorded in the Laplace quad. This species is casual at best in North America 
during the winter months, so it is unsurprising that there were no WBA records.  
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Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri 
 
 
Similar in size, coloration, and habits to the Semipalmated Sandpiper, the Western Sandpiper 
differs markedly in distribution, abundance, and timing in Louisiana. The Western Sandpiper 
was detected in similar abundances to Semipalmated Sandpiper during the SBA, but the center 
of abundance was on the coast, particularly along Terrebonne and Barataria Bays, with a few 
scattered quads recording them inland. During the WBA, the Western Sandpiper was 
abundant, particularly along the coast, while Lake Pontchartrain and rice country held smaller 
abundances. During the SBA, the highest single-survey count (187) was recorded in the Belle 
Pass quad, while during the WBA the highest single-survey count (10333) was recorded in the 
Barataria Pass quad..  
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Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus 
 
 
In general, the Short-billed Dowitcher is most common in coastal habitats, although a few 
closely-scrutinized individuals were recorded in fresh water habitats. The Short-billed 
Dowitcher was among the most abundant non-breeding species of shorebirds recorded during 
the SBA. The greatest abundances occurred along the coasts of Cameron Parish and 
Terrebonne and Barataria Bays, with lower abundances in rice country. One record of a single 
individual from the Elm Grove quad in northwestern Louisiana was exceptional. As with other 
species of shorebirds, some of these records likely refer to late spring or early fall migrants 
rather than true over-summerers. During the WBA, the Short-billed Dowitcher was exclusively 
coastal. During the SBA, the highest single-survey count (1900) was recorded in the Leeville 
quad, while during the WBA, the highest single-survey count (3000) was recorded in the 
Calumet Island quad; elsewhere large numbers were recorded in quads along the Isles 
Dernieres and Barataria Bay.  
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Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus 
 
 
The interior counterpart to the Short-billed Dowitcher, the Long-billed Dowitcher was 
recorded widely during both Atlas projects. During the SBA, there were scattered quads that 
recorded the Long-billed Dowitcher, with most records coming from the rice country, but a few 
were also recorded in the Red and Mississippi river valleys; only two coastal quads recorded 
them. During the WBA, the Long-billed Dowitcher was widely recorded across interior 
Louisiana, with the rice country being the center of abundance. A number of quads in the 
Mississippi and Red River valleys recorded Long-billed Dowitchers, as did quads surrounding 
Lake Pontchartrain. As during the SBA, coastal records were sparse. During the SBA, the 
Kaplan North quad held the highest single-survey count (170), while during the WBA, the 
Thornwell quad held the highest single-survey count (12000).  
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Wilson’s Snipe Gallinago delicata 
 
 
The Wilson’s Snipe favors muddy marshes, wet pastures, overgrown ditches, and fallow fields. 
This habitat preference is displayed well in the WBA data, where it was one of the most wide-
spread and abundant shorebird species in the interior of the state. It was commonly found in 
the rice country, throughout the Red and Mississippi River valleys, and around Lake 
Pontchartrain. It was less common along the coast and in the pineywoods, where the favored 
habitat is more limited or non-existent. The Wilson’s Snipe was accidental during the SBA, 
with single individuals recorded from just two quads (Colfax, in Grant Parish, and Laplace, in 
St. John the Baptist Parish; not shown). During the WBA, the highest single-survey count 
(460) was recorded in the Forked Island Northwest quad.  
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American Woodcock Scolopax minor 
 
 
The American Woodcock inhabits dense thickets in broadleaf forests during the day, emerging 
to forage for earthworms and other invertebrates crepuscularly. Due to their retiring nature, 
the distribution and abundance of the American Woodcock during the WBA is unlikely to 
reflect their true distribution and abundance, but it does indicate their general distribution and 
habitat requirements. None were found during the SBA, but during the WBA, the Neale quad 
held the greatest abundance (1.3/hour), followed closely by the Maringouin quad (1.2/hour), 
which also recorded the highest single-survey count (32).  
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Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius 
 
 
Although the range of the Spotted Sandpiper detected by the SBA suggests that the species 
may breed in northwestern Louisiana along the Red River, there is no evidence that it does 
(Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000). Instead, summer records of the Spotted Sandpiper, like those 
of most other shorebird species, refer to very late spring migrants, early fall migrants, or over-
summering non-breeders. In terms of habitat, Spotted Sandpipers are found virtually 
anywhere there is open water, including river banks, ponds, bayous, coastal areas, muddy 
fields, and even urban lakes. During the WBA the Spotted Sandpiper was found in low 
numbers through much of the state. Less social than other species of sandpipers, the Spotted 
Sandpiper rarely forms aggregations that could be called flocks. During the SBA, the greatest 
abundance (0.4/hour) came from the LaCour quad in Pte. Coupee Parish. The greatest 
abundance detected during the WBA (0.6/hour) was recorded in the Cow Bayou quad.  
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Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria 
 
 
As with many species of shorebirds recorded during the SBA, records of the Solitary Sandpiper 
likely refer to either late spring migrants or early fall migrants, rather than true over-
summering individuals. Records came from typical shorebird habitat throughout the state, and 
true to the species name, most quads recorded just one or a few individuals. WBA records 
were rare, with records from just five quads (not shown). None came from rice country, which 
may be unexpected, given that most other species of wintering shorebirds were detected in this 
region. During the SBA, the Frogmore quad held both the greatest abundance (2.2/hour), and 
the single-survey high count (23).  
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Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca 
 
 
At home in rice cultivation, crawfish and catfish aquaculture, flooded pastures, muddy fields, 
coastal marshes and estuaries, and beaches, the Greater Yellowlegs has ample habitat 
throughout Louisiana. The SBA and WBA distributions and abundances readily show this, with 
large concentrations of over-summering, wintering, and migrant individuals in rice country, 
along the coast, up the Red and Mississippi river valleys, and in the marshes of southeastern 
Louisiana. The only regions that they were absent from were upland areas, where large areas 
of open water were nonexistent. During the SBA, the highest single-survey count (70) were 
recorded in the Welsh North quad, while during the WBA, the highest single-survey count 
(175) was recorded in the Lecompte quad.  
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Willet Tringa semipalmata 
 
 
The Willet is abundant along Louisiana’s coastline, but markedly uncommon inland. During 
the SBA, the highest abundance occurred in southwestern Louisiana and along the barrier 
islands of Terrebonne and Barataria Bays. Inland records came from the rice country and 
around Lake Pontchartrain. Willets breed in Louisiana (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000), but the 
status of the species is complicated by the presence of two distinct, possibly species-level, taxa 
(Oswald, et al., 2016). “Eastern” Willets, which breed in the state, are joined by “western” 
Willets, which primarily breed in the Great Basin and upper Great Plains regions. Inland 
records refer entirely to the latter taxon. Louisiana’s wintering Willet flocks are entirely 
composed of “western” Willets, as the “eastern” Willet apparently winters entirely in South 
America (Oswald, et al., 2016). Abundance during the WBA was concentrated along the coast, 
particularly in Terrebonne Bay, but there were a number of inland records as well. During the 
SBA the highest single-survey count (470) was recorded in the Texas Point quad, while during 
the WBA the highest single-survey count (900) was recorded in the Leeville quad.  
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Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes 
 
 
Like the Greater Yellowlegs, the Lesser Yellowlegs is at home in a wide variety of wet habitats 
in Louisiana during both summer and winter. As one of the earliest migrant shorebirds, most 
records from the SBA refer to early fall migrants. Most abundant in the rice country during the 
SBA, the Lesser Yellowlegs is also common at scattered inland sites across southern Louisiana 
and along the coast. During the WBA, abundance was concentrated in rice country, but Lesser 
Yellowlegs were found in the Mississippi River and lower Red River valleys, and along the 
coast. During the SBA, the highest single-survey count (865) was recorded in the Mermentau 
quad. During the WBA, the highest single-survey count (2920) was recorded in the Thornwell 
quad.  
 142 
Bonaparte’s Gull Chroicocephalus philadelphia 
 
 
Recorded only during the WBA, the Bonaparte’s Gull was found on large bodies of open water 
throughout the state, and were found in high abundance along the coast, on reservoirs in 
northwestern (Cross and Caddo lakes in Caddo Parish, and Benton Lake and Lake Bistineau in 
Bossier Parish) and north-central Louisiana (Lake Claiborne in Claiborne Parish and Lake 
D’Arbonne in Union Parish), along the Mississippi River valley, on Lake Pontchartrain, and in 
rice country. The highest single-survey count (575) was recorded in the Chalmette quad.  
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Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla 
 
 
A ubiquitous component of the coastal Louisiana avifauna, the Laughing Gull is a year-round 
resident. During the SBA, the highest abundances came from coastal southeastern Louisiana, 
where extensive sand and shell beaches provide ideal nesting habitat. The largest colonies are 
reported to occur on the Chandeleur Islands, but these remote islands were not surveyed 
during the Atlas effort. Elsewhere, Laughing Gulls were very abundant along the Cameron 
Parish coast, through the Mississippi River delta, and as far north as the rice country and Lake 
Pontchartrain. Although primarily a coastal species, large landfills in the rice country provided 
ample foraging opportunities. Laughing Gulls were recorded in lower abundance during the 
WBA, but were still very common along the coast and inland as far as Lake Pontchartrain and 
the rice country. The same shell and sand beaches that they use for nesting provided excellent 
wintering habitat, and these areas held relatively high abundances. As in the summer, landfills 
in the rice country provided rich foraging for Laughing Gulls, and quads hosting these landfills 
held some of the highest abundances. Laughing Gulls were rare in central and northern 
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Louisiana during both atlas efforts, with a handful of quads reporting them at very low 
abundance. The West Isles Dernieres, site of one of the largest seabird breeding colonies in 
Louisiana, held the greatest SBA abundances (3018/hour), while the Barataria Pass quad held 
the greatest single-survey count (20,500); during the WBA, the Pilottown quad held the 
highest abundance (650/hour), and the Leeville quad recorded the highest single-survey count 
(5000). 
 
Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis 
 
 
The Ring-billed Gull was recorded during both the SBA and WBA. Primarily limited to the 
coast and Lake Pontchartrain during the summer, these small gulls were recorded in low 
abundance relative to their winter abundances. During the WBA, the Ring-billed Gull was 
recorded widely across the state. The most abundant gull species inland, some of the highest 
abundances came from Cross Lake in northwestern Louisiana. Other notable concentrations 
came from the rice country, where active landfills provided ample foraging opportunities, as 
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well as the Lake Pontchartrain area; all coastal quads that were surveyed recorded the species. 
During the SBA, the highest single-survey count (16) was recorded in the Holly beach quad. 
During the WBA, the Welsh South quad, site of a large landfill, held the highest abundances 
(1947/hour) and highest single-survey count (39,000). 
 
Herring Gull Larus argentatus 
 
 
The ‘default’ large, white-headed gull of coastal Louisiana, the Herring Gull is, after Laughing 
and Ring-billed, the most abundant gull species in the state. Although not strictly coastal, they 
are uncommon inland. During the SBA, the Herring Gull was most frequently recorded in 
quads with extensive sand or shell beaches, where they occurred in low abundance. Most of 
these were likely non-breeding immature birds, although any adults recorded may have come 
from the Chandeleur Islands, where there has been relatively recent evidence of breeding. 
Unfortunately, these remote barrier islands were not surveyed during the Bird Atlas Project. 
The Herring Gull was only recorded from two inland quads during the summer (Abbeville East 
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quad in Vermilion Parish, and Spanish Fort Southeast, along the Lake Pontchartrain lakeshore 
in Orleans Parish). WBA records were concentrated in the southern tier of quads, with largest 
numbers occurring along the immediate coast, and inland in the rice country. The quads with 
the highest abundances all had large landfills. Herring Gulls were also recorded commonly 
around Lake Pontchartrain, as well as in a handful of quads in northern Louisiana, particularly 
at Cross Lake near Shreveport. During the SBA, the single-survey count (23) was recorded in 
the Barataria Pass quad. During the WBA, the highest single-survey count (700) was recorded 
in the Venice quad, home to a large solid waste landfill. 
 
Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 
 
 
Until recently, the Lesser Black-backed Gull was quite rare in Louisiana. They are now 
expected in small numbers wherever there are concentrations of other gull species, particularly 
along the coast. During the SBA, the Lesser Black-backed Gull was strictly coastal, with the 
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highest single-survey count (8) recorded in the Buras quad. During the WBA, the highest 
single-survey count (12) was recorded in the Morgan City quad. 
 
Sooty Tern Onychoprion fuscatus 
 
 
Formerly an uncommon breeder on offshore barrier islands, Louisiana’s Sooty Tern colonies 
were substantially damaged by hurricane activity in the early 2000s. A handful of these highly 
pelagic terns were recorded on barrier islands in three quads off of Terrebonne and Barataria 
Bays during the SBA, in association with breeding colonies of other tern species. The highest 
single-survey count (2) was recorded from the West Isles Dernieres quad.  
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Least Tern Sternula antillarum 
 
 
The Least Tern is a diminutive species that breeds on wide, sandy beaches throughout the 
state. Most abundant on the coast, they were especially abundant along Barataria Bay. Inland, 
Least Terns were much less abundant, but they were widely distributed along Louisiana’s 
major rivers, as well as along the southern shores of Lake Pontchartrain. Away from major 
bodies of water featuring sandy beaches, Least Terns were scarce. They were unrecorded 
during the WBA. During the SBA, the highest single-survey count (1010) was recorded in the 
Calumet Island quad. 
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Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica 
 
 
The Gull-billed Tern is, after Sooty Tern, Louisiana’s least-common breeding tern. Most 
abundant along the coast, where it breeds on open, sandy substrates, it is also found in coastal 
marshy areas. Interestingly, Gull-billed Terns have adapted to urban environments by nesting 
on flat-topped, gravel-covered buildings in the New Orleans area. Much less common during 
the winter, a few Gull-billed Terns undergo an interesting habitat shift, away from coastal and 
marsh habitats occupied during the breeding season, to the open, shallow aquaculture of the 
rice country. During the SBA, the highest single-survey count (580) was recorded in the Bayou 
Lucien quad in coastal Vermilion Parish. During the WBA, the highest single-survey count (45) 
was recorded in the Kaplan North quad, in the rice country.  
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Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia 
 
 
The Caspian Tern was recorded widely across Louisiana’s coastal zone in generally low 
abundance during the SBA. Nesting strictly along the coast, Louisiana’s breeding population of 
Caspian Terns may have increased since the publication of the Louisiana Breeding Bird Atlas, 
as none were recorded west of Vermillion Bay in that publication (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 
2000). Inland records were limited to a few quads featuring large bodies of open water, as 
well as quads adjacent to Lake Pontchartrain. Although still a predominantly coastal species 
during the WBA, inland records were much more frequent than during the SBA, particularly 
along major rivers and in rice country. During the SBA, the greatest abundance (22/hour) was 
recorded in the Lake la Graisse quad in Terrebonne Bay, while the highest single-survey count 
(213) was recorded in the Grand Bayou quad. During the WBA, the greatest abundance 
(32/hour) was recorded in the Bayou Sauveur quad, in southern Terrebonne Parish, while the 
highest single-survey count (65) was recorded in the Leeville quad.  
 151 
Black Tern Chlidonias niger 
 
 
Although the Black Tern does not breed in Louisiana, it is an abundant feature of the summer 
coastal avifauna, particularly from late June onward. Gathering in large flocks on sandy 
beaches, the upper Gulf Coast is a major fall migratory stopover site for this species. Inland 
records were much less common than coastal records during the SBA, but a few rice country 
quads featured Black Terns, as did several in central and northwestern Louisiana. The Bay 
Coquette quad in the eastern portion of Barataria Bay held the highest single-survey count 
(1440) during the SBA; there were no WBA records.  
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Common Tern Sterna hirundo 
 
 
Despite the common name, the Common Tern is relatively uncommon during the summer, 
when small numbers of non-breeders gather on sandy beaches and shell islands along 
Louisiana’s coast. Although unrecorded during the LBBA, Common Terns formerly bred on the 
Chandeleur Islands in very small numbers (Fontenot, et al., 2012). Damaged by hurricanes 
between 1992 and 2008, these remote barrier islands may host Common Tern nesting colonies 
in the future. An encouraging sign is that the quads with the greatest abundances of Common 
Terns recorded during the SBA are those closest to the Chandeleur islands, with the Pass 
a’Loutre East quad recording the highest abundance (43/hour) and the Belle Pass quad 
recording the highest single-survey count (135). The Common Tern is very rare in North 
America in general during the winter months, so WBA records from three coastal quads were 
notable (not shown).  
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Forster’s Tern Sterna forsteri 
 
 
The most common and widespread of Louisiana’s small terns, the Forster’s Tern is a common 
sight in the southern half of the state year-round, and in the northern half during the winter. 
The SBA demonstrated that they were especially abundant along the Cameron Parish coast, in 
the Mississippi River delta, and the marshes and canals south of New Orleans. These areas 
correspond well to areas that Forster’s Terns were confirmed to breed in during the Louisiana 
Breeding Bird Atlas (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000).  Forster’s Terns were recorded in a few 
quads inland, but these are likely attributable to wandering non-breeders. Augmented by 
wintering migrants from farther north, the Forster’s Terns was much more abundant and 
widespread during the WBA compared to the SBA. Many inland quads recorded relatively high 
numbers, especially those along the Sabine, Red, and Mississippi rivers, at large reservoirs in 
northern Louisiana, through the rice country, and around Lake Pontchartrain. The greatest 
abundance recorded during the SBA (75/hour) and the highest single-survey count (530) was 
from the South Pass quad. During the WBA, the highest abundance (131/hour) came from the 
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mouth of the Mississippi River delta in the South of South Pass quad, while the highest single-
survey count (750) was recorded in the Holly Beach quad. 
 
Royal Tern Thalasseus maximus 
 
 
The most common large tern in coastal Louisiana, the Royal Tern nests in massive colonies on 
sandy and shell beaches and barrier island along the coast, primarily in eastern Louisiana. 
During the SBA, the highest concentrations were recorded at substantial breeding colonies on 
the Isles Dernieres and Timbalier Islands at the mouth of Terrebonne Bay. Although large 
numbers of Royal Terns were also encountered along the Cameron Parish coast, these were 
likely wandering birds from distant colonies or non-breeders, as the lack of isolated barrier 
islands precludes breeding. A few Royal Terns were also present on the brackish waters of 
Lake Pontchartrain. Judging by the overall lower abundance recorded during the WBA, many 
of Louisiana’s Royal Terns spend the winter elsewhere. Substantial numbers do winter 
coastally, with a few wandering inland to the brackish waters of Lake Calcasieu and Lake 
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Pontchartrain. During the SBA, the highest abundances were recorded in West Isles Dernieres 
quad (4000/hour), and Cat Island Pass quad (3124/hour); single-survey high counts for these 
quads were 13,000 and 9,400, respectively. The highest abundance of wintering birds 
(214/hour) was recorded in the South of South Pass quad, at the mouth of the Mississippi 
River delta, while the highest single-survey count (650) was recorded in the Barataria Pass 
quad. 
 
Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 
 
 
The Sandwich Tern is a common component of the coastal avifauna. Nesting on the same 
sandy barrier islands as the Royal Tern, the lack of islands west of Vermilion Bay indicates that 
the Sandwich Terns found in Cameron Parish were either non-breeders, or long-range foragers 
from colonies in eastern Louisiana or Texas. The Sandwich Tern was most abundant during 
the SBA on the Isles Dernieres and Timbalier Islands; as with the Royal Tern, the Cat Island 
quad (3057/hour) and the West Isles Dernieres quad (2400/hour), had the greatest Sandwich 
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Tern abundances of any quad; these quads also held the highest single-survey counts (15000 
in the West Isles Dernieres quad, 11850 in the Cat Island quad). The Sandwich Tern was 
reported from only one quad during the WBA (Texas Point quad; not shown), reflective of its 
rarity in North America during the winter in general. 
 
Black Skimmer Rynchops niger 
 
 
The Black Skimmer is a distinctive tern-like seabird that nests colonially on the same barrier 
islands that many species of terns use for breeding. Concentrated along the coast, they were 
most abundant during the SBA on the Isles Dernieres and Timbalier Islands, where the largest 
colonies are located. Like the Least and the Gull-billed terns, the Black Skimmer has adapted 
to urban environments by nesting in small numbers on flat, gravelly rooftops in the New 
Orleans area. The Black Skimmer was less abundant during the WBA, and was reported from 
fewer quads. Concentrated at Grand Isle and Barataria Bay, only a few were recorded from 
Cameron Parish and Lake Pontchartrain. During the SBA, the West Isles Dernieres quad held 
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the greatest abundances (305/hour) as well as the highest single-survey count (2175), while 
during the WBA, the Barataria Pass quad held both the greatest abundance (191/hour) and 
the highest single-survey count (2500).  
 
Rock Pigeon Columba livia 
 
 
Introduced from Eurasia, the Rock Pigeon is common in human-modified habitats throughout 
Louisiana. The Rock Pigeon has adapted well to urban and suburban habitats, where buildings 
provide ample nesting habitat, but is also abundant in agricultural areas, where crops provide 
food and farm structures such as silos and barns provide nesting habitat. Quads with extensive 
agriculture frequently supported higher abundances of Rock Pigeons, while those that featured 
other habitats such as pineywoods, marsh, and swamps, had few or no Rock Pigeons. The 
same basic pattern is followed both in the SBA data, as well as with the WBA data. The highest 
single-survey count recorded during the SBA (351) was recorded in the LaBranche quad, while 
the highest during the WBA (900) was recorded in the New Orleans West quad.  
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Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto 
 
 
Another Old World transplant, the Eurasian Collared-Dove has dramatically increased its range 
across Louisiana within the past 20 years. In the LBBA, Collared-Doves were recorded from 11 
quads, primarily in the New Orleans area (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000), whereas during the 
SBA, they were recorded in 437 quads, a truly explosive increase in population and 
distribution. Eurasian Collared-Doves are found throughout the state, wherever there is open 
farmland, pastures, and residential areas, while they avoid wilder habitats, such as forest and 
swamp, and the SBA and WBA distributions were quite similar. During the SBA, the highest 
single-survey count (100) was recorded in the Houma quad, while during the WBA, the 
highest single-survey count (96) was recorded in the Baton Rouge West quad.  
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Inca Dove Columbina inca 
 
 
This Inca Dove has recently expanded its range in Louisiana. During the 2000 Louisiana 
Breeding Bird Atlas, Inca Doves were found in 25 quads, all west of the Red and Mississippi 
rivers, whereas during the SBA, Inca Doves were widespread through much of the state, 
occurring in 253 quads. A notable gap in their distribution is in the northern quarter of the 
state, where they were recorded in comparatively few quads. The Inca Dove is particularly 
common around human habitation in rural areas, so it seems inevitable that Inca Doves will 
fill in heavily agricultural northern Louisiana. During the SBA, the greatest abundance was 
recorded in the Lutcher quad (2.0/hour), while during the WBA, the greatest abundance 
(1.9/hour) was recorded in the Batchelor quad.  
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Common Ground-Dove Columbina passerina 
 
 
The Common Ground-Dove has apparently always been uncommon in Louisiana (Lowery, 
1974; Wiedenfeld & Swan, 2000). The SBA revealed interesting patterns of distribution, with 
two distinct clusters of occupied quads: one in the extreme eastern portion of the state, and 
the other along the Cameron Parish coast, with a handful of records scattered between. The 
Common Ground-Dove was apparently more readily detected during the WBA, as there were 
more quads with records (29 during the WBA, 17 during the SBA). Interestingly, the 
distributional patterns present in the SBA were not present in the WBA, with no coastal 
records from Cameron Parish. During the SBA, the greatest abundance (0.6/hour) was 
recorded in the Angie quad, while during the WBA, the greatest abundance (0.4/hour) was 
recorded in the Sheridan quad; both the Angie and Sheridan quads were in Washington 
Parish, in the northern part of the “toe” of Louisiana.  
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White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica 
 
 
Another species of dove that has increased dramatically since the 2000 Louisiana Breeding 
Bird Atlas is the White-winged Dove. Now found through much of the southern half of the 
state, it is most widespread and abundant in the rice country during the summer. Less 
widespread and abundant in northern Louisiana than in southern, the White-winged Dove was 
found along the Red and Mississippi rivers, generally in association with residential areas. 
During the WBA, large concentrations were recorded in towns and cities, especially the Baton 
Rouge, New Orleans, and Lafayette metro areas. During the SBA, the greatest abundance 
(11/hour) was recorded In the Lafayette quad, though this was almost three times greater 
than the next-highest abundance (4/hour, in the Opelousas quad); the highest single-survey 
SBA count (97) was also recorded in the Lafayette quad. During the WBA, both the greatest 
abundance (6.2/hour) and the highest single-survey count (150) were recorded in the Happy 
Jack quad, along the lower Mississippi River in Plaquemines Parish.  
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Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura 
 
 
One of the most widespread and abundant birds in Louisiana, the Mourning Dove was found 
in 631 quads (93.8%) of those surveyed for the SBA. Essentially the only quads that it was 
unrecorded from were those that were mostly beach, open water, or open marsh. It was most 
abundant in areas dominated by agriculture, especially the northeastern corner of the state. 
The Mourning Dove were almost equally widespread during the WBA, with records from 537 
(92.1%) of quads. During the SBA, the greatest abundance (55/hour) was recorded in the 
Sondheimer quad, while the highest single-survey count (362) was recorded in the Baton 
Rouge West quad. During the WBA, the Transylvania quad held both the greatest abundance 
(95/hour) as well as the highest single-survey count (650). The Sondheimer and Transylvania 
quads are adjacent to each other in East Carroll Parish.  
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Greater Roadrunner Geococcyx californianus 
 
 
One of Louisiana’s least-common resident bird species, the Greater Roadrunner is found in 
brushy pine savanna in western and northwestern Louisiana. Comparing the SBA and LBBA 
distributional data, it appears that the Greater Roadrunner has undergone a range retraction. 
Only 44 quads (6.5%) recorded the species during the SBA, while it was recorded in 56 
(14.6%) during the LBBA. The Greater Roadrunner was detected at very low abundance and 
in few quads during the WBA, but this is likely due to their secretive nature and low 
population densities at the eastern edge of their distribution in the United States. During the 
SBA, the greatest abundance (1.3/hour) was recorded in the Neale quad. During the WBA, the 
Kurthwood quad held the greatest abundance (0.2/hour).  
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Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus 
 
 
Found in broad-leaved woodlands virtually throughout the state, the Yellow-billed Cuckoo is a 
common component of Louisiana’s upland summer avifauna. Favoring extensive tracts of 
broadleaved forests, it reaches peak abundance in the Atchafalaya Basin, with the Cow Bayou 
quad hosting the greatest abundance (5.4/hour). The Yellow-billed Cuckoo begins migration 
relatively early, so some records in quads with limited suitable habitat may refer to migrants. 
Yellow-billed Cuckoos were unrecorded during the WBA.   
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Barn Owl Tyto alba 
 
 
The Barn Owl is generally an uncommon to rare species in Louisiana. Found in coastal 
marshes, pastures, open grassland, and agricultural areas, its distribution and abundance may 
be greater than revealed by the Louisiana Bird Atlas Project, due to the Project’s diurnal study 
design. WBA detections were greater than during the SBA, possibly due to augmentation of 
Louisiana’s breeding populations by migrants from farther north. During the SBA, the 
Powhatan quad in Natchitoches Parish held the greatest abundance (0.2/hour), while the 
Clear Lake quad, on the border between Red River and DeSoto parishes, held the greatest 
abundance (0.3/hour) during the WBA.  
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Eastern Screech-Owl Megascops asio 
 
 
The Eastern Screech-Owl is found in a wide variety of forested habitats across Louisiana. Their 
true distribution and abundance would only be revealed with dedicated nocturnal surveys, but 
their propensity to call during the day, especially in response to playback, ensured that the 
general pattern of their distribution was sketched out during the Bird Atlas Project. Eastern 
Screech-Owls are non-migratory, so any differences in distribution or abundance in their SBA 
and WBA range maps is likely to be due, at least in part, to observer effort. During the SBA, 
the greatest abundance (1.0/hour) was detected in the Carencro Bayou quad, in Terrebonne 
Parish, while the greatest abundance detected during the WBA (0.6/hour) was recorded in the 
Minden North quad, in Webster Parish.  
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Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus 
 
 
The Great Horned Owl is a large, nocturnal predator, found throughout the state in various 
forested habitats. Their distribution, like that of other nocturnal species, is under-represented 
in the Atlas data. The differences in distribution and abundance between SBA and WBA is 
likely attributable to differences in observer effort more than any true difference in abundance. 
It is worth pointing out that, as represented by the Atlas data, the Great Horned Owl appears 
to be more widespread and abundant in southern Louisiana compared to northern Louisiana, 
but this would require dedicated nocturnal surveys to confirm. During the SBA, the greatest 
abundance (1.2/hour) was recorded in the Bay Courant quad, while during the WBA, the 
greatest abundance (1.6/hour) was recorded in the Morgan City Southeast quad.  
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Barred Owl Strix varia 
 
 
Unlike Louisiana’s other owl species, the Barred Owl is often surprisingly active during the 
day. This resulted in Atlas maps that are likely to be a good representation of its true 
distribution and abundance, unlike other owl species. Favoring dense broadleaved forests, it 
was especially abundant in the swamps of the Atchafalaya Basin and along the Red River. SBA 
and WBA distributions were somewhat different, but because Barred Owls are not known to be 
migratory, these differences may be best regarded as the result of varying observer effort. The 
greatest abundance of Barred Owls recorded during the SBA (3.0/hour) came from Maurepas 
Swamp in the Mount Airy Northwest quad. During the WBA, the greatest abundance 
(1.4/hour) was recorded in the Pigeon quad, in the Atchafalaya Basin along the border 
between Iberville and Iberia parishes.  
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Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus 
 
 
The Short-eared Owl is an irregular winter visitor to Louisiana’s pastures, prairies, and coastal 
marshes. During the WBA, they were recorded in eleven quads, primarily in the western part 
of the state. Generally occurring singly, an unusual concentration of 7 individuals was 
discovered during Atlas effort in a large, grassy field in Powhatan quad, in Natchitoches 
Parish; this is also the quad where the greatest abundance (0.4/hour) was recorded.  
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Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor 
 
 
Most abundant and widespread in southern Louisiana, the Common Nighthawk favors a 
variety of open habitats which generally include barren patches that they use for nesting. The 
quads where they occurred in the greatest abundances included large sand and shell, predator-
free, barrier islands. Elsewhere, they were found throughout the rice country and along the 
Red and Mississippi Rivers. Additionally, Common Nighthawks were found in the quads 
occupied by Baton Rouge and New Orleans, where they nested on flat, gravel-covered 
rooftops. Three adjacent quads recorded Common Nighthawks in relative abundances that 
were much higher than in the rest of the state: Oyster Bayou quad (32/hour), Point au Fer 
quad (23/hour), and East Bay Junop quad (16/hour). These three quads feature extensive 
beaches that provide ideal nesting habitat. The Common Nighthawk was unrecorded during 
the WBA.   
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Chuck-wills-widow Antrostomus carolinensis 
 
 
Found in open, pine-dominated uplands, the Chuck-wills-widow is primarily found in 
northwestern Louisiana, with additional records from a handful of quads in the Florida 
Parishes, in the far eastern corner of the state. The SBA is likely to considerably underestimate 
the true range and abundance of this entirely nocturnal nightjar, due to the Atlas’s diurnal 
survey protocol. The Chuck-wills-widow regularly occurs in very small numbers along the 
coast during the winter. During the SBA, the greatest abundance (5.3/hour) was recorded in 
the Lillie quad, in Union Parish along the Arkansas border. During the WBA, two quads (Grand 
Isle and Triumph) recorded the species, both in coastal cheniers in the southeastern-most 
corner of the state, where winter temperatures are the highest (not shown). Of the two, the 
Triumph quad the single-survey high count (2).  
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Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica 
 
 
A very common summer visitor, the Chimney Swift was detected throughout most of Louisiana 
during the SBA. Most abundant in quads with extensive hardwood forests, the Chimney Swift 
has also adapted well to residential and urban quads, where they take advantage of their 
namesake, chimneys, for nesting substrate. The Chimney Swift was least abundant in 
southwestern Louisiana, particularly the along the Cameron Parish coast, where lack of 
appropriate nesting habitat was likely a limiting factor. During the SBA, the greatest relative 
abundance (9.3/hour) was recorded in the Morgan City quad. No Chimney Swifts were 
recorded during the WBA.  
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Ruby-throated Hummingbird Archilochus colubris 
 
 
During the SBA, the Ruby-throated Hummingbirds was found throughout the state, only 
avoiding quads that lacked broadleaved forest. Most abundant in the Atchafalaya Basin region, 
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were least abundant in pineywoods, where they were limited to 
narrow bands of hardwood forest along streams and bayous. Quads in the coastal marshes that 
recorded Ruby-throated Hummingbirds may reflect late spring or early fall migrants. During 
the WBA, the Ruby-throated Hummingbird was recorded at a number of quads in southern 
Louisiana. Many of these quads coincide with urban or suburban areas, particularly Lafayette, 
Baton Rouge, the north shore of Lake Pontchartrain, and the New Orleans metro area, where 
hummingbird enthusiasts leave feeders up through the winter months specifically to attract 
unusual wintering species. Formerly quite rare during the winter, the Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird is now one of the most frequently reported wintering hummingbird species (N. 
Newfield, unpub. data). During the SBA, the St Gabriel quad held the greatest relative 
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abundance (4.6/hour), while the Houma quad held the highest abundance (0.5/hour) during 
the WBA; the St. Gabriel quad held the highest single-survey count (6 individuals). 
 
Black-chinned Hummingbird Archilochus alexandri 
 
 
The Black-chinned Hummingbird is a regular winterer in small numbers. During the WBA, 
virtually all records came from urban and suburban yards featuring hummingbird feeders 
maintained through the winter. Most of the quads that hosted winter Ruby-throated 
Hummingbirds also hosted Black-chinned Hummingbirds, although Ruby-throated were more 
prevalent on the north shore of Lake Pontchartrain. The Thibodaux quad held the highest 
single-survey count (13 individuals, counted during banding); there were no SBA records.   
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Ruby-throated/Black-chinned Hummingbird Archilochus colubris/alexandri 
 
 
Many observers have difficulty separating female and immature Black-chinned and Ruby-
throated Hummingbirds. A non-trivial number of birds identified only to the species pair were 
reported during the WBA, which are mapped here. The species pair follows the same general 
patterns of distribution and abundance as the individual species. The Grand Isle quad recorded 
the highest single-survey count (5) of unidentified Archilochus hummingbirds.  
 176 
Broad-tailed Hummingbird Selasphorus platycercus 
 
 
Another rare winter visitor to Louisiana from western North America, the Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird was recorded primarily in the Lafayette and Baton Rouge areas during the WBA, 
but there were also records from Laplace and the north shore of Lake Pontchartrain. No quad 
recorded more than a single Broad-tailed Hummingbird per checklist, but the Sunset and 
Breaux Bridge quads held higher relative abundances than other quads due to varying 
amounts of observer effort.  
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Rufous Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus 
 
 
The Rufous Hummingbird is the most widespread and most abundant of Louisiana’s wintering 
hummingbirds, and it was recorded in 40 quads during the WBA. As with other wintering 
hummingbird species, it was found primarily in urban and suburban quads where 
hummingbird enthusiasts maintained feeders through the winter, but a few individuals were 
also found away from feeders. This was the only species found in the Lake Charles and 
Alexandria areas. The Laplace quad recorded the highest single-survey count (12).  
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Allen’s Hummingbird Selasphorus sasin 
 
 
The Allen’s Hummingbird is very difficult to tell apart from Rufous Hummingbird in the field, 
so most WBA records refer to birds that were caught and banded, which allowed for in-hand 
identification. As a result, Allen’s Hummingbirds were much more restricted in range and 
abundance than its congener. Only one quad in the New Orleans area recorded Allen’s 
Hummingbird, which is in contrast to all other species of regularly-occurring winter 
hummingbirds. The highest single–survey count (2) was recorded in both the St. Gabriel and 
Lafayette quads.  
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Rufous/Allen’s Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus/sasin 
 
 
As with the Ruby-throated and Black-chinned Hummingbirds, Rufous and Allen’s 
Hummingbirds can be extremely difficult to confidently identify in the field. Many observers 
chose to identify birds that were clearly either Rufous or Allen’s Hummingbirds only to the 
species pair, particularly unbanded birds. Most records came from quads that also had 
positively identified records of either Rufous or Allen’s, although one from the Monroe area 
was a notable record for northern Louisiana. The single-survey high count (6) was recorded in 
the St. Gabriel quad.  
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Calliope Hummingbird Selasphorus calliope 
 
 
One of the less common wintering hummingbirds, the Calliope Hummingbird follows the same 
general patterns of distribution and abundance as other species of wintering hummingbirds, 
being recorded most frequently from urban and residential quads in the Lafayette, Baton 
Rouge, and New Orleans areas, as well as the north shore of Lake Pontchartrain. A single 
record from the Shreveport area was notable, though. During the WBA, the Laplace quad held 
the high single-survey count, (4 individuals).  
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Buff-bellied Hummingbird Amazilia yucatanensis 
 
 
Primarily a tropical species, the Buff-bellied Hummingbird is regular in small numbers in 
southern Louisiana during the winter. Recorded during the WBA principally in the New 
Orleans area, there were multiple records from the other major urban areas across southern 
Louisiana, including the north shore of Lake Pontchartrain, Baton Rouge, Lafayette, and Lake 
Charles. The highest single-survey count (6) was recorded in the St. Gabriel quad.  
 182 
Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon 
 
 
During the SBA the Belted Kingfisher was found widely throughout the state, but generally in 
rather low abundances. As noted in the LBBA (Wiedenfeld & Swan, 2000), the general lack of 
earthen banks for nesting burrows likely explains the limited distribution and low abundance 
during the summer, especially relative to the WBA. Belted Kingfishers were found through the 
pineywoods, where there is greater topographical structure. Belted Kingfishers were 
widespread during the WBA, with the greatest abundances in the coastal marsh belt, as well as 
areas of extensive swamps, such as the Atchafalaya Basin. Abundance in the pineywoods was 
about the same as it was during the SBA. During the SBA, the Belted Kingfishers reached the 
greatest relative abundance (1.4/hour) in the Loranger quad, in Tangipahoa Parish. During 
the WBA, the greatest abundance (4.0/hour) was recorded in the Bayou Sauveur quad.  
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Red-headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus 
 
 
Distributed throughout northern and central Louisiana, the Red-headed Woodpecker favors 
open upland forests with large trees, but it is tolerant of urban and residential areas as well. 
During both the SBA and WBA, it was generally most abundant and widespread in the Florida 
Parishes, east of the Mississippi River and north of Lake Pontchartrain. Elsewhere, the Red-
headed Woodpecker was widespread and common in both pine and hardwood forests, but 
avoided quads dominated by open prairie, extensive agriculture, and swamps, and were 
almost completely absent from coastal quads. An additional distributional pattern apparent 
during the WBA was a general decrease in abundance, especially in northern Louisiana, which 
may be indicative of migration from this area. The Henleyfield quad, along the Mississippi 
state line in St. Tammany Parish, held the greatest SBA abundance (5.6/hour), while the 
Frogmore quad held the highest abundance (4.6/hour) during the WBA.  
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Red-bellied Woodpecker Melanerpes carolinus 
 
 
Found essentially wherever there is forest, including swamps, urban areas, pine forest, and 
bottomland hardwood forest, the Red-bellied Woodpecker is one of the most widely-
distributed species in Louisiana. Both the SBA and WBA maps were very similar, with little 
difference in distribution between the seasons. Relative abundance was higher during the SBA, 
but this was likely more of a reflection of detectability rather than an actual shift in 
abundance. During the SBA, the highest abundance (9.2/hour) was recorded in the Butte 
Larose quad in the Atchafalaya Basin, while the highest abundance recorded during the WBA 
(6.1/hour) was recorded in the Cloutierville quad, in Natchitoches Parish.  
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Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius 
 
 
Strictly a winter visitor to Louisiana, the Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers is found wherever there are 
woods, including both deciduous and hardwood forests, well-wooded urban and residential 
areas, swamps, and coastal cheniers. The Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was most abundant in the 
extensive bottomland forest in the Atchafalaya Basin area. Abundance was also high in the 
various deciduous forests along the Red and lower Mississippi rivers. It was least abundant in 
coniferous forests, especially pine plantations. The Centerville quad held the greatest 
abundance (3.2/hour) recorded during the WBA.  
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Downy Woodpecker Picoides pubescens 
 
 
The Downy Woodpecker is a common component of Louisiana’s forest avifauna, found 
throughout the state in virtually every kind of wooded habitat. It was most abundant in the 
hardwood-dominated Atchafalaya Basin, and detected at lower abundances in pine-dominated 
habitats, but were found in virtually every quad that featured trees. During the SBA, Swayze 
Lake quad held the greatest abundance (3.0/hour), while the Slocum quad held the greatest 
WBA abundance (4.6/hour).  
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Hairy Woodpecker Picoides villosus 
 
 
The Hairy Woodpecker is widespread throughout Louisiana, but has a much patchier 
distribution than other species of woodpeckers, and is generally less abundant. Its habitat 
requirements are somewhat mysterious; although found in a variety of forest types, they were 
absent from many quads, including those that featured seemingly appropriate habitat. Why 
this species would occur in relatively small coastal cheniers, but not in some large tracts of 
hardwood forests is unclear, but may have to do with the size of the trees present rather than 
the extent of the forest. Hairy Woodpeckers tended to avoid urban and residential areas. The 
highest abundance recorded during the SBA (1.1/hour) was recorded in the Kemper quad, 
while the highest abundance recorded during the WBA (1.3/hour) was recorded in the 
Kisatchie quad, in the Kisatchie National Forest of Vernon Parish.  
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Red-cockaded Woodpecker Picoides borealis 
 
 
The Red-cockaded Woodpecker is a habitat specialist, requiring extensive stands of mature 
Longleaf Pine (Pinus palustris) with open, grassy understory. This habitat has long been 
targeted by Louisiana’s timber industry, and Red-cockaded Woodpeckers are now an 
endangered species as their habitat has dwindled. Fortunately, through intensive recovery 
efforts, Louisiana’s Red-cockaded Woodpecker populations have stabilized, especially in the 
Kisatchie National Forest in central Louisiana. Abundances recorded during the Louisiana Bird 
Atlas Project were generally low, as would be expected for an endangered species, and their 
distribution was limited by available habitat. Comparing the Louisiana Bird Atlas Project 
distribution maps to the LBBA, the Red-cockaded Woodpecker has contracted its range in the 
Florida Parishes and in the northwestern corner of that state, but has expanded in central 
Louisiana. There were minor differences in distribution or abundance between the SBA and 
WBA, but this is probably best explained by differences in observer effort, rather than true 
shifts in distribution. During the SBA, the highest abundance (1.9/hour) was recorded in the 
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Birds Creek quad, while during the WBA, the greatest abundance (2.0/hour) was recorded in 
the Hurricane Branch quad; both quads occupy portions of the Kisatchie National Forest in 
Vernon Parish, where recovery efforts are ongoing. 
 
Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus 
 
 
Widespread, but rather uncommon as a breeding species, the Northern Flicker has a patchy 
summer distribution in Louisiana. During the SBA, they were most abundant in the extensive 
pine forest of Kisatchie National Forest near Alexandria and in the upland, pine-dominated 
woods of the Florida parishes, but occurred at low abundance across much of northern and 
central Louisiana. Quads recording Northern Flickers in the southern third of the state were 
patchy, likely reflecting the patchy nature of larger areas of continuous, upland forest habitat. 
The Northern Flicker was much more widespread and abundant during the winter, when 
breeding populations were augmented by large numbers of migrants from farther north. 
Abundance was centered in central and northern Louisiana, with southern Louisiana hosting 
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fewer Northern Flickers, presumably because of less habitat availability. During the SBA, the 
greatest abundance (0.8/hour) was recorded in the Greensburg quad in St. Helena Parish, 
while during the WBA, the greatest abundance (3.0/hour) was recorded in the Newlight quad, 
in Tensas Parish. 
 
Pileated Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus 
 
 
Like the Red-bellied and Downy woodpeckers, the Pileated Woodpecker is widespread in 
Louisiana, but because it requires more extensive areas of forest, was absent from some 
regions. It was most abundant in areas of extensive bottomland forest, including the Kisatchie 
National Forest, the confluence of the Red and Mississippi rivers, and the Atchafalaya Basin, 
but avoided coastal marshes and urban areas. During the SBA, the Grand River quad, in the 
middle of the Atchafalaya Basin, held the highest relative abundance during the SBA 
(3.2/hour); during the WBA, the Lagan quad, in St. James Parish, held the highest abundance 
(2.5/hour).  
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Crested Caracara Caracara cheriway 
 
 
A relatively recent addition to the Louisiana avifauna, the Crested Caracara has a small, but 
growing, toehold in the southwestern prairie region of the state that is slowly expanding 
eastward from the Texas border through the coastal prairie and rice country. Records away 
from the core Louisiana distribution in Cameron Parish are likely wanderers. Breeding has 
been detected in recent years, but given the low abundances and relatively recent expansion 
into Louisiana, there are likely relatively few pairs; none were detected during the LBBA. 
During the SBA, the Black Lake quad held the greatest abundance (0.4/hour), while during 
the WBA, the greatest abundance (0.3/hour) was recorded in the Lake Charles Southeast 
quad.  
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American Kestrel Falco sparverius 
 
 
The American Kestrel is an uncommon and sparse breeder, and a common winter visitor to 
Louisiana. During the SBA, American Kestrels were found primarily in open, mature pine 
forest, which provided both tree cavities for nesting, and open grassland for hunting. A few 
were recorded outside of this habitat, including in urban areas in Baton Rouge and New 
Orleans. During the WBA, American Kestrels were much more widespread, when not 
constrained by breeding requirements, and when resident populations were augmented by 
migrants from farther north. Wintering American Kestrels favored open habitats including 
agricultural areas, pastures, grasslands, and roadsides. They were most abundant in the wide, 
open spaces of the coastal prairie belt and associated rice country, as well as the heavily 
agricultural northeast, and lower Mississippi River delta. During the SBA, the greatest 
abundance of American Kestrels (0.6/hour) was recorded in the Ruston West quad, while 
during the WBA, the greatest abundance (3.0/hour) was recorded in the Ashly quad.  
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Merlin Falco columbarius 
 
 
The Merlin breeds far to the north of Louisiana, and is strictly a winter visitor to the state. 
Recorded widely during the WBA, but generally at low abundances, it was an uncommon 
visitor to prairies, fields, agriculture, coastal marshes, and other open habitats. The Merlin was 
unrecorded from forested areas, including open pine savanna. Two quads held equally high 
relative abundance (0.6/hour) during the WBA: the Lena Lagoon quad, in St. Bernard Parish, 
and Pass a’Loutre West quad, at the mouth of the Mississippi River. There were no SBA 
records.  
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Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 
 
 
Another strict winter visitor to Louisiana, the Peregrine Falcon has a coastally-biased 
distribution. During the WBA, they were found at low abundances in open country, coastal 
marshes, and beaches, primarily in southern Louisiana where their favored prey of ducks, 
shorebirds, and seabirds were most abundant. The northern portions of the Louisiana 
distribution, in the central part of their state, was where Peregrine Falcons generally occurred 
least frequently. Three quads recorded equally high abundances (1.0/hour): Garden Island 
Pass, at the mouth of the Mississippi River; Rollover Lake, in Vermilion Parish; and Wilkinson 
Bay, in Plaquemines Parish. There were no SBA records  
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Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus 
 
 
The Monk Parakeet is native to temperate South America, but has become established as a 
non-native resident in the New Orleans metro area. Here, it has become locally abundant by 
adapting well to the urban landscape. Although completely resident, SBA abundances were 
higher than those during the WBA likely because Monk Parakeets are colonial nesters, and 
form large aggregations during the breeding season. The only records from outside of the New 
Orleans metro area involved single birds in the Reserve quad near Laplace during the SBA, and 
the Thibodaux quad during the WBA. These may have involved local releases, rather than 
wanderers from the established population. During the SBA, the greatest abundance 
(2.5/hour) was recorded in the Spanish Fort Southeast quad, while the greatest abundance 
recorded during the WBA (1.7/hour) was recorded in the Indian Beach quad. The highest 
single-survey count during the SBA (36) was recorded in the New Orleans West quad, while 
the highest recorded during the WBA (61) was recorded in the Indian Beach quad.  
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Eastern Wood-Pewee Contopus virens 
 
 
A common breeding species of Louisiana’s upland pine and hardwood forests, the Eastern 
Wood-Pewee is widespread as a breeder through central and northern Louisiana, but was 
virtually absent from the southern third of the state. Quads with higher abundances were 
located in open pine forests and tall broadleaved woods. The highest abundance recorded 
during the SBA (2.8/hour) was recorded in the Lillie quad, along the Arkansas border in Union 
Parish There were no WBA records.  
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Acadian Flycatcher Empidonax virescens 
 
 
Strictly a summer visitor to Louisiana, the Acadian Flycatchers was found in the lower- and 
mid-story of hardwood bottomland forests throughout the state. It was most abundant in large 
areas of older forests, such as the Atchafalaya Basin, Richard K. Yancey WMA at the confluence 
of the Red and Mississippi Rivers, and in the Tensas NWR, all locations that feature extensive 
tracts of hardwood forest. In the pineywoods they generally occurred along creeks, where 
pines were replaced by hardwoods. The highest abundance during the SBA (11/hour) was 
recorded in the Tensas Bluff quad in Tensas Parish, home of the Tensas NWR; there were no 
WBA records.  
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Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii 
 
 
The Willow Flycatcher is a rare breeder in Louisiana, with SBA records from just two quads 
(Bossier City and Shreveport East) in the northwestern part of the state, near Shreveport. In 
these quads, several pairs occupied areas of riparian forest along the Red River. The highest 
abundance (0.5/hour) was recorded in the Bossier City quad. 
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Least Flycatcher Empidonax minimus 
 
 
During the SBA the Least Flycatcher was recorded in just two quads in southwestern Louisiana 
(not shown). The species is a common late spring migrant through Louisiana, and these 
records refer to birds at the tail end of migration. The Least Flycatcher was recorded more 
frequently during the WBA, when it was rare-but-regular in southern Louisiana. These winter 
records were concentrated in southeastern Louisiana, where freezing temperatures were 
infrequent enough to ensure a steady supply of the arthropods that Least Flycatcher subsist 




Eastern Phoebe Sayornis phoebe 
 
 
It is unclear exactly why the Eastern Phoebe is limited to the northwestern corner of Louisiana 
during the SBA. They do not seem to show an affinity for one of the major habitat types (pine 
forest, bottomland forest, or open country) over others, so it is puzzling that their range is 
restricted during the breeding season. There is evidence that their breeding range may be 
expanding, as more quads were occupied during the SBA (90 quads) than were twenty years 
earlier, during the LBBA (18 quads) (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000). This pattern holds true 
even when the number of quads is restricted to just those that were sampled during both atlas 
survey efforts (49 quads during the SBA, 18 quads during the LBBA). The Eastern Phoebe was 
much more widespread during the WBA, with most surveyed quads recording the species. 
Abundance was highest in quads featuring a mixture of open spaces, such as pastures and 
fields, and deciduous woodlands, and was concentrated in the southern half of the state. 
Quads dominated by pine woods featured the lowest abundances of Eastern Phoebes, while 
those quads that lacked records entirely tended to be quads that were chiefly composed of 
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coastal marshes. The highest abundance during the SBA (1.1/hour) was recorded in the 
Stonewall quad, on the border between Caddo and DeSoto parishes, while the highest 
abundance recorded during the WBA (4.2/hour) was Morgan City Southeast quad. 
 
Say’s Phoebe Sayornis saya 
 
 
The Say’s Phoebes is a rare winter visitor to the open prairie regions of the southwestern 
quadrant of the state. In Louisiana, this species favors pastures and grassland, often using 
man-made substrates such as cattle corrals or farm machinery for perches. Records away from 
southwestern Louisiana are especially sparse, but one quad in the New Orleans area (Phoenix 
quad, in Plaquemines Parish), and one in north-central Louisiana (Homer quad, in Claiborne 
Parish) held records of Say’s Phoebes during the WBA. The greatest abundance (0.1/hour) was 
recorded in the Jack Point Island quad, in Vermilion Parish.  
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Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus 
 
 
The Vermilion Flycatcher is most commonly associated with the desert southwest, but it is also 
an uncommon winter visitor to Louisiana. As is the case with many species primarily found in 
the southwestern United States, the Vermilion Flycatcher is most frequently found in the 
prairie region of southwestern Louisiana. Here, it was found in low abundance in 21 quads 
during the WBA. Elsewhere, it was found in lower abundance in five quads in the New Orleans 
region, including one quad north of Lake Pontchartrain. In the northern half of the state, the 
Vermilion Flycatcher was recorded in four widely scattered quads. Like the Say’s Phoebe, the 
Vermilion Flycatcher prefers open, grassy areas, with low shrubs or man-made objects, such as 
fence lines or farm equipment, to perch upon. The highest abundance recorded during the 
WBA (0.4/hour) was recorded in the Browns Lake quad, in Cameron Parish.  
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Ash-throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinerascens 
 
 
Another rare winter visitor from western North America, the Ash-throated Flycatcher favors 
brushy woodlots, coastal cheniers, and the edges of second growth woods. As with many other 
species of low-abundance winterers, the Ash-throated Flycatcher was most frequent in 
southern Louisiana, with records about evenly split between the southwest and the southeast. 
There was one record in northwest Louisiana (the Shreveport East quad), where the species 
has historically been much rarer than it has been in the southern half of the state. The highest 
WAB abundance (0.14/hour) was recorded in the Chef Menteur quad, east of New Orleans.  
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Great Crested Flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus 
 
 
The Great Crested Flycatcher is a widespread summer breeder and is found throughout 
Louisiana, wherever there are forested habitats. It is most abundant in extensive hardwood 
forests, such as the Atchafalaya Basin, the confluence of the Red and Mississippi rivers, and the 
uplands of the Florida parishes, and is less abundant in pine forests and coastal cheniers. The 
Great Crested Flycatcher was generally absent from the rice country, although it did inhabit 
fingers of bottomland forest following rivers and bayous. The highest abundance recorded 
during the SBA (4/hour) was recorded in the Swayze Lake quad, in St. Landry Parish. The 
Great Crested Flycatcher winters in tropical Central and northern South America, and there 
were no WBA records.  
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Western Kingbird Tyrannus verticalis 
 
 
The Western Kingbird was recorded during both the SBA and the WBA, but had dramatically 
different distributions. During the SBA, the Western Kingbird was record in one quad on the 
coast in Cameron Parish, one in the rice country, and two in central Louisiana. It was also 
recorded in six adjacent quads near Shreveport in northwestern Louisiana. The Western 
Kingbird was unrecorded as a breeding species during the LBBA, but this status may have 
changed in the intervening twenty years. During the WBA, the Western Kingbird was recorded 
in relatively high abundance at a well-known kingbird roost southeast of New Orleans. There 
were also records in ten additional quads in the New Orleans area, as well as two quads in the 
rice country. As with other species of Tyrannus, Western Kingbirds favored open areas with 
trees, shrubs, and man-made structures to perch on. During the SBA, the highest abundance 
(0.5/hour) was recorded in the Dixie quad, in Caddo Parish, while during the WBA, the 
highest abundance (0.6/hour) was recorded in the Phoenix quad, in Plaquemine Parish, home 
to a communal roost site.  
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Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus 
 
 
A common summer breeder in Louisiana, the Eastern Kingbird is found throughout the state, 
wherever there are shrubs or short-stature trees that provide breeding habitat. It tends to 
avoid closed-canopy forest, so was less abundant in areas such as the Atchafalaya Basin and 
Kisatchie National Forest, where open spaces were less frequent. The Eastern Kingbird was 
most abundant in the open rice country and coastal prairies, where there is ample appropriate 
habitat. Unusual for a flycatcher, they occurred throughout the coastal marshes. The highest 
abundance recorded during the SBA (14.1/hour) came from the Lake Misere quad. The 
Eastern Kingbird has one of the longest-distance migrations of any of Louisiana’s breeding bird 
species, spending the winter on the grasslands of temperate southern South American; there 
were no WBA records.  
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Scissor-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus forficatus 
 
 
The Scissor-tailed Flycatcher reaches the eastern edge of its regular breeding distribution in 
western Louisiana. What limits this distribution is unclear, but they are a common breeding 
species in the western rice country, through the western pine woods, and along the Red River 
valley, but rapidly decline in abundance to the east. Comparing between the SBA and the 
LBBA indicates that Scissor-tailed Flycatchers has been increasing in distribution and 
abundance along the lower Red River. WBA records of the Scissor-tailed Flycatcher were 
almost entirely restricted to the lower Mississippi River corridor south of New Orleans, with 
one record from the rice country (the Gueydan quad, in Vermilion Parish). The quads with the 
highest abundances included known Tyrannus roost site, which featured numerous Scissor-
tailed Flycatchers. During the SBA, the highest abundance (4.2/hour) was recorded in the 
Benton quad in Caddo Parish, while during the WBA, the highest abundance (0.6/hour) was 
recorded in Point a la Hache quad.  
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Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus 
 
 
The Loggerhead Shrike is a year-round resident in Louisiana, favoring open, grassy areas, 
including fields, pastures, grassy lawns, and mowed levees. They were about equally abundant 
between the SBA and the WBA (mean of 0.5/hour during the SBA vs 0.4/hour during the 
WBA), reaching their greatest abundances in the open agricultural areas of the rice country 
and northeastern Louisiana in both seasons. The distribution of the Loggerhead Shrike has 
decreased recently, from 80% of quads surveyed during the LBBA to 71% during the SBA in 
quads that were surveyed during both atlases. It is unclear if abundance has likewise 
decreased during this period. These declines mirror declines from across central and eastern 
North America (Cade & Woods, 1997). During the SBA, the greatest abundance (5.8/hour) 
was recorded in the Sondheimer quad, while during the WBA, the greatest abundance 
(5.5/hour) was recorded in the Fenton quad.  
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White-eyed Vireo Vireo griseus 
 
 
The White-eyed Vireo is widely distributed throughout Louisiana during the summer, and is an 
uncommon winterer. It is found in a variety of wooded habitats, including both bottomland 
and upland forests, as long as there is dense undergrowth. During the SBA, the White-eyed 
Vireo was most abundant in bottomland forest in the Atchafalaya Basin and least abundant at 
the southern edge of their range in the state, where woodlands gave way to coastal marshes. 
As with other species of small insectivores, WBA records were concentrated in the southern 
half of the state. Both the frequency of occurrence and abundance were much lower north of 
the 11ºC average winter temperature isotherm. During the SBA, the highest abundance 
(20/hour) was recorded in the Maringouin Northwest quad in the Atchafalaya Basin, while the 
highest WBA abundance (1.5/hour) was recorded in the Pumpkin Islands quad, in coastal 
Vermilion Parish.  
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Bell’s Vireo Vireo bellii 
 
 
The Bell’s Vireo is rare in both winter and summer, when it occupied different ranges within 
Louisiana. During the SBA, it was restricted to a narrow strip of dense riparian forest along the 
Red River near Shreveport. This is a shift in distribution from the LBBA, when it was 
encountered in a single quad farther to the east, in Claiborne Parish. WBA records were 
restricted to the southern tier of quads, and were evenly split between southwestern and 
southeastern Louisiana, with three quads each. They were generally found in thick secondary 
scrub during the winter. During the SBA, the highest abundance (0.3/hour) was recorded in 
the Shreveport East quad, while the highest WBA abundance (0.1/hour) was recorded in the 
Mallard Bay quad, in coastal Vermilion Parish  
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Yellow-throated Vireo Vireo flavifrons 
 
 
A species of tall broadleaf and mixed forest, the Yellow-throated Vireo is found wherever there 
are tall trees in open forest. It was most abundant in tracts of extensive forest, typified by the 
upper Atchafalaya Basin. In quads dominated by pine forests, the Yellow-throated Vireo was 
primarily found in bottomland forest following streams. During the SBA, the greatest 
abundance (2.0/hour) was recorded in the Lillie quad, along the Arkansas state line in Union 
Parish. The Yellow-throated Vireo was unrecorded during the WBA.  
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Blue-headed Vireo Vireo solitarius 
 
 
The Blue-headed Vireo is fairly common in wooded habitats throughout the state during the 
winter, but is unrecorded during the summer. The Blue-headed Vireo was found in greater 
abundance in the central and southern parts of the state, and in northern Louisiana the 
distribution was patchier. They were almost entirely absent from northeastern Louisiana, 
where little broadleaf forest remains. The highest abundance (1.1/hour) was recorded in Sicily 
Island quad, in Catahoula Parish.  
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Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus 
 
 
The Warbling Vireo is a localized summer breeder, found in willow and cottonwood batture 
woodlands along the Red River in central and northwestern Louisiana. The Warbling Vireo 
was recorded in relatively high abundance in three quads and at much lower abundance in the 
other eight quads. The Toro quad, along Toledo Bend Reservoir, recorded a single Warbling 
Vireo, which almost certainly a late spring migrant (recorded on 2 June). The current 
distribution of Warbling Vireos is much greater than that detected during the LBBA, when they 
were detected in just three quads. During the SBA, the greatest abundance (0.6/hour) was 
recorded in the Bossier City quad; there were no WBA records  
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Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus 
 
 
The Red-eyed Vireo breeds in forested areas throughout the state. It is found mainly in 
broadleaf forest, including second growth. Its distribution is similar to that of the Yellow-
throated Vireo, but was far more abundant in general. Higher abundances were recorded in 
the Atchafalaya Basin, along the Pearl River on the Mississippi state line, and in north-central 
Louisiana. During the SBA, the greatest abundance (19/hour) was recorded in the Lillie quad, 
in Union Parish along the Arkansas state line; there were no WBA records.  
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Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata 
 
 
The Blue Jay is common in wooded habitats throughout Louisiana, including residential and 
urban environments. The SBA and WBA distributions were similar, with approximately similar 
abundances, as expected for a resident species. The Blue Jay was most abundant in the Florida 
parishes north of Lake Pontchartrain and in the Kisatchie National Forest, but were generally 
common in most of the quads in which they were recorded. Generally, the lowest abundance 
occurred in coastal quads, which provided limited wooded habitat, and abundances were 
generally low in agricultural areas, including the rice country and the northeast. During the 
SBA, the greatest abundance (22/hour) was recorded in the Husser quad in Washington 
Parish, while during the WBA, the highest abundance (19/hour) was recorded in the Melder 
quad, in Rapides Parish.  
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American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos 
 
 
The American Crow was found through most of Louisiana during both the SBA and WBA, but 
occurred in generally higher abundances during the winter. They favored upland, forested 
areas, and tended to avoid more open areas. They were absent from the Cameron Parish coast, 
and were less common, especially as breeders, in the agricultural northeast and rice country. 
During the winter, American Crows often aggregate into large flocks, which often number 
hundreds of individuals; this was the case with the highest single-survey count (1812), 
recorded in the Gilliam quad in Caddo Parish. During the SBA, the greatest abundance 
(25/hour) was recorded in the Bayou Boeuf quad in Lafourche Parish, while during the WBA, 
the greatest abundance (157/hour) was recorded in the Gilliam quad.  
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Fish Crow Corvus ossifragus 
 
 
Like the American Crow, the Fish Crow was found generally throughout the state during both 
the SBA and the WBA. However, there was a clear geographic pattern to its distribution, in 
large part due to the affinity for wooded areas associated with water. During the summer 
breeding season, the Fish Crow was most abundant in areas of extensive hardwood and 
swamp forest, especially along the Red River and in the Atchafalaya Basin. They were more or 
less absent from the immediate coast, and were uncommon in the flat, agricultural areas of the 
northeastern corner of the state. Breeding populations were augmented by migrants from 
farther north during the WBA, which were particularly abundant at the eastern edge of the rice 
country. During the SBA, the greatest abundance (7.1/hour) was recorded in the Welsh North 
quad, while during the WBA, the greatest abundance (111/hour) was recorded in the Tate 
Cove quad.  
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Horned Lark Eremophila alpestris 
 
 
The Horned Lark has an unusual distribution in Louisiana, being almost entirely restricted to 
the northeastern corner of the state. The extensive soybean and cotton fields of this heavily 
agricultural corner of Louisiana provide nesting habitat. The upper Red River Valley also 
recorded the Horned Lark during both Atlases. WBA records mirrored the SBA distribution, 
with additional records from open areas in central Louisiana. In this region, open, grassy 
fields, especially fallow rice fields, provided habitat. The Horned Lark is somewhat irruptive in 
Louisiana, with abundance varying greatly between years. During the SBA, the greatest 
abundance was recorded in the Larto Lake North quad, in Catahoula Parish, while the greatest 
abundance recorded during the WBA (16/hour) was recorded in the Lecompte Quad.  
 219 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis 
 
 
During the SBA, the Northern Rough-winged Swallow was fairly widespread through much of 
central and northern Louisiana, but was most abundant where vertical, sandy banks, which it 
uses as nesting substrate, are a feature of rivers and creeks. The low, flat coastal plain lacks 
this habitat requirement, so the few Northern Rough-winged Swallows found here were likely 
early fall migrants, failed breeders, or non-breeders. WBA records were rare, with records from 
8 quads. During the SBA, the greatest abundance (137/hour) was recorded in Lake Bruin 
quad, in Tensas Parish, while during the WBA, the greatest abundance (1.4/hour) was 
recorded in the Cecilia quad, in St. Martin Parish.  
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Purple Martin Progne subis 
 
 
The Purple Martin is the earliest spring migrant in Louisiana, often arriving from their South 
American wintering grounds in mid-January. Thus, the “winter” records recorded in the WBA 
are actually spring migrants. North-bound migrants were recorded throughout the state, but 
given that severe cold weather events were a distinct threat in late January and early 
February, the Purple Martin was recorded most frequently in quads with bodies of water, such 
as large lakes. The Purple Martin was widespread and abundant during the SBA. The Purple 
Martin is a cavity nester that has become dependent on humans for nest sites, so it was 
common in open areas wherever nest boxes had been constructed for them, including rural 
farm houses and suburban yards. An early fall migrant, vast concentrations occurred in coastal 
marshes beginning in mid-July at the end of the SBA survey period, where birds began 
preparing for their long journey to the Amazon basin. During the SBA, the greatest abundance 
(2313/hour) was recorded in the Boudreaux Lake quad in Cameron Parish, while the greatest 
WBA abundance (13/hour) was recorded in the Ferriday North quad, in Concordia Parish.  
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Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor 
 
 
Most records of the Tree Swallow recorded during the SBA were of scattered singletons, but 
there were larger concentrations along the Red River and in agricultural northeastern 
Louisiana. Tree Swallows were not recorded during the LBBA, but were recorded fairly widely 
during the SBA; the species has bred in the past (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000), and appears to 
be colonizing northern Louisiana. Records from the coastal zone were almost certainly of non-
breeders, either failed breeders from farther north, or early fall migrants. The Tree Swallow 
has a very distinctive geographical pattern recorded during the WBA, with a clear break in 
distribution and abundance between southern Louisiana and the central and northern parts of 
the state. This break coincides with the 11º C average winter temperature line that appears to 
limit the winter distributions of several other species (e.g. White-eyed Vireo, Blue-gray-
gnatcatcher, Palm Warbler). In southern Louisiana, particularly in the coastal marsh zone, the 
Tree Swallow aggregates into large wintering flocks of hundreds or thousands of individuals. 
During the SBA the greatest abundance (4.3/hour) was recorded in the Powhatan quad in 
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Natchitoches Parish, while the highest WBA abundance (1000/hour) was recorded in 
Jeanerette quad, in Iberia Parish. 
 
Bank Swallow Riparia riparia 
 
 
The Bank Swallow is not known to breed in Louisiana, and the region that they were most 
frequently encountered during the SBA, the rice country, is not conducive to their nesting. It is 
likely that most records during the SBA were of migrants, as most were recorded from early 
July to the end of the survey period. The one region that has potential for nesting is the 
northwestern corner of the state, where Northern Rough-winged Swallows, another bank-
nesting species, have bred. The highest SBA abundance (4.9/hour) was recorded in the 
Abbeville West quad. There were no WBA records.  
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Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 
 
 
The Barn Swallow was common throughout Louisiana during the SBA. They were very 
frequently found in association with human habitation, and favored open, grassy areas over 
which to forage. Lowery (1974) indicated that the Barn Swallow is a relatively recent addition 
to the breeding avifauna of Louisiana (perhaps beginning around 1933), but the bird has now 
successfully colonized the entirety of the state (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000). The highest 
abundances of Barn Swallows occurred in the wide, open spaces of the coastal prairie zone 
and rice country, which provided ideal foraging and nesting conditions. During the SBA, the 
greatest abundance (44/hour) was recorded in the Latanier Bayou quad in Terrebonne Parish. 
The Barn Swallow migrates to South America for the winter, so two records from the WBA 
(not shown) were unusual, both from southern Louisiana.  
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Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota 
 
 
Another recent addition to Louisiana’s breeding avifauna, the Cliff Swallow began nesting in 
the state in 1978 (Purrington, 1988). Since then, it has expanded across much of the state, 
favoring quads that open habitat and appropriate breeding substrate: sheltered vertical walls, 
especially bridges. The Cliff Swallow was most abundant along the Red River valley. During 
the SBA, the highest abundance (219/hour) was recorded in the Powhatan quad. None were 
recorded during the WBA.  
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Cave Swallow Petrochelidon fulva 
 
 
Another new addition to the breeding avifauna of Louisiana, the Cave Swallow has gained a 
toehold in the southwestern corner of the state within the past twenty years (Dittmann & 
Cardiff, 2002), though it was not detected during the LBBA. Abundance during the SBA was 
highest at the few known breeding colonies (typically located under bridges), but small 
numbers were encountered throughout the rice country. Outside of this area, Cave Swallows 
were recorded in very low abundance in a handful of quads, but given the species rapid 
expansion into the state, it is likely that the range will continue to increase. During the SBA, 
the highest abundance (4.7/hour) was recorded in the Lacassine quad, in Jefferson Davis 
Parish, where the largest nesting colony in the state is located. During the WBA, Cave 
Swallows were recorded from two quads (not shown), both near Lake Pontchartrain. This 
species is rare in the United States during winter in general, so these were especially notable 
records.  
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Carolina Chickadee Poecile carolinensis 
 
 
The Carolina Chickadee is resident in wooded areas throughout Louisiana. It was most 
abundant in extensive hardwood forest, especially the Florida Parishes, the Atchafalaya Basin, 
and south of New Orleans, as well as along Toledo Bend Reservoir and the Sabine River in 
western Louisiana. The Carolina Chickadee was least abundant at the transition zone between 
the coastal marsh and the forests to the north. During the SBA, the highest abundance 
(13/hour) was recorded in the Kraemer quad in Lafourche Parish, while the greatest 
abundance recorded during the WBA (14/hour) was recorded in the Sicily Island quad in 
Catahoula Parish.   
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Tufted Titmouse Baeolophus bicolor 
 
 
The Tufted Titmouse is resident in wooded areas throughout Louisiana. Optimal habitat 
dwindled with proximity to the coastal marsh zone, and numbers of the Tufted Titmice fell as 
well. The hilly Felicianas and quads in Kisatchie National Forest held relatively higher 
abundances compared to surrounding quads. It was relatively less abundant in the primarily 
agricultural northeast and rice country, where appropriate habitat was limited, and Titmice 
were relegated to forest patches. During the SBA, the highest abundance (9.8/hour) was 
recorded in the Weyanoke quad, while the highest abundance recorded during the WBA 
(13/hour) was recorded in the Kisatchie quad.  
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Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis 
 
 
The Red-breasted Nuthatch is an irregular and irruptive winter visitor to Louisiana, with 
events to the north of the state determining year-to-year variability in abundance. Many years, 
none or very few individuals are found, and in others they can be widespread and relatively 
common. The 2013 WBA survey season was one such year, and Red-breasted Nuthatches were 
found widely throughout the state. Thus, the distribution map, as detected by the WBA, is 
likely more reflective of observer effort, rather than actual distribution, given that not all 
quads were surveyed in that year. When Red-breasted Nuthatches do show up in the state, 
they prefer areas with tall, open pine forest, but are also found in Southern Live Oak (Quercus 
virginianus). During the SBA, the highest abundance (0.9/hour) was recorded in the Point 
Chevreuil quad in St. Mary Parish.  
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White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis 
 
 
The White-breasted Nuthatch occurs at low abundance in a restricted portion of the northern 
half of Louisiana. They breed in tall broadleaf trees along streams (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 
2000), which is not an uncommon habitat type, so it is unclear what is restricting their 
distribution and abundance in the state. Qualitative descriptions of abundance suggest that 
this species was formerly more abundant in northern Louisiana than it currently is (Lowery, 
1974). However, the proportion of surveyed quads reporting the White-breasted Nuthatch 
increased between the LBBA and the SBA, from 7% to 10% of quads that were surveyed 
during both atlases. During the SBA, there were records from one quad in southern Louisiana 
(the Comite Quad in East Baton Rouge Parish), and area formerly occupied during the early 
20th century (Lowery, 1974), so it is possible that given the range expansion that occurred 
between 1996 and 2014 continues, the White-breasted Nuthatch could expand into the 
Feliciana and Florida parishes. During the WBA, its distribution was expanded, but at 
approximately similar abundances, including seven quads in the southern half of the state, and 
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two in the bottomlands of the Mississippi River, suggesting that there is some winter influx 
from outside of the state. During the SBA, the greatest abundance (1.2/hour) was recorded in 
the Summerfield quad, along the Arkansas state line in Claiborne Parish, while during the 
WBA, the greatest abundance (0.7/hour) wad recorded in the Danville quad in Grant Parish. 
 
Brown-headed Nuthatch Sitta pusilla 
 
 
The Brown-headed Nuthatch is a habitat specialist, found in tall, open pine forests. It was most 
abundant in the Kisatchie National Forest, which contains the largest stands of older Longleaf 
Pine in the state. Distribution and abundance both expanded somewhat during the WBA, 
perhaps related to heightened detectability by observers as activity going into an early 
breeding season increased. During the SBA, the greatest abundance (4.8/hour) was recorded 
in the Pine Prairie quad in Evangeline Parish, while the highest WBA abundance (7.8/hour) 
was recorded in the Kisatchie quad, in Natchitoches Parish.  
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Brown Creeper Certhia americana 
 
 
Strictly a winter visitor to Louisiana, the Brown Creeper was infrequently detected during the 
WBA, primarily in central and northern Louisiana during the WBA. The Brown Creeper was 
more abundant in pine-dominated forests, but was present in most forest types. During the 
WBA, the greatest abundance (/hour) was recorded in the .
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House Wren Troglodytes aedon 
 
 
The House Wren winters in Louisiana in low, dense second-growth, brambles, and brushy 
fields, and despite the common name, has nothing to do with houses. The WBA showed that it 
was most abundant in the southwestern rice country, especially near the coast, and were least 
abundant in northeastern Louisiana, where extensive open, tilled fields provided limited 
habitat. They appeared to follow the 11º C average winter temperature line, being more 
abundant to the south. The highest WBA abundance (2.3/hour) was recorded in the Weeks 
quad, in coastal Iberia Parish. There were no SBA records.  
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Winter Wren Troglodytes hiemalis 
 
 
The Winter Wren was found in Louisiana only during the WBA. Favoring dense thickets and 
briar patches in woods, they were most widely distributed and abundant in northern 
Louisiana, but were much less widespread and abundant father south. Despite this, Winter 
Wrens were found throughout the state, including coastally. During the WBA, the greatest 
abundance (2.1/hour) was recorded in the Centerville quad, in Caddo Parish along the 
Arkansas border. There were no SBA records  
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Sedge Wren Cistothorus platensis 
 
 
The Sedge Wren winters in tall, wet grasslands throughout the state, including wet fields, 
pastures, coastal marshes, damp prairies, and in tall grass in pine savanna. This habitat was 
irregularly distributed through most of Louisiana, giving Sedge Wren distribution a patchy 
pattern. Suitable habitat was widespread in the rice country, which resulted in a more 
continuous distribution in southwestern Louisiana. The Sedge Wren was most abundant along 
the southwestern coast. During the WBA, the highest abundance (1.6/hour) was recorded in 
the Kaplan South quad. There were no SBA records.  
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Marsh Wren Cistothorus palustris 
 
 
The Marsh Wren was a localized coastal breeder during the SBA, but was widespread during 
the WBA. Specializing on the extensive coastal marshes found along Louisiana’s coast, the 
Marsh Wren reached peak abundance during the SBA along Vermilion Bay and south of 
Houma. It was also detected in two quads along Lake Pontchartrain, but were apparently no 
longer present in a quad at False River where they were detected during the LBBA 
(Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000). The Marsh Wren was more widely distributed during the WBA, 
with records from freshwater marshes throughout the rice country, along the Red River valley, 
around Lake Pontchartrain, and a scattering of quads through the rest of the state. Abundance 
appeared lower during the winter than during the summer, but this is likely an effect of easier 
detection of singing birds; this species can be quite secretive. During the SBA, the highest 
abundance (7.0/hour) was recorded in the Floating Turf Bayou quad in coastal Vermilion 
Parish, while the greatest WBA abundance (4.5/hour) was recorded in the Pilottown quad, 
near the motuh of the Mississippi River.  
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Carolina Wren Thryothorus ludovicianus 
 
 
The Carolina Wren is a ubiquitous resident in forest and other wooded habitats throughout the 
state. It is common in all types of woods, including wooded residential areas, but is most 
abundant in bottomland hardwood forest. They were less abundant in areas with more open, 
agricultural lands, such as the southwestern rice country and northeastern cotton/soybean 
belt. They also tended to be sparse in the coastal marsh zone, where cheniers provided a 
limited amount of habitat. Abundance was higher during the SBA compared to the WBA, but 
as the Carolina Wren is resident in Louisiana, this difference was a result of detectability rather 
than actual differences in abundance. During the SBA, the greatest abundance (19/hour) was 
recorded in the Bayou Boeuf quad in Lafourche Parish. During the WBA, the greatest 
abundance (13/hour) was recorded in the Maringouin Northwest quad, in the Atchafalaya 
Basin.  
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Bewick’s Wren Thryomanes bewickii 
 
The Bewick’s Wren reaches the eastern limit of its regular distribution in Louisiana, where it is 
a rare winter visitor, mainly to the northwestern corner of the state. A few quads in central 
and southern Louisiana also produced records during the WBA. In Louisiana, this species 
favors brushy thickets and overgrown fields, away from development and overly-cleared areas. 
The highest single-survey count was 5 individuals, recorded in the Bossier Point quad.  
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Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea 
 
 
The Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was found in extensive broadleaf forest throughout Louisiana, but 
had season-specific distributions. During the SBA, they were found in bottomland hardwoods 
primarily in central, northwestern, and eastern Louisiana, and were infrequently found in the 
rice country and to a lesser extent the agricultural northeast. The latter two regions general 
had little appropriate habitat. During the WBA, the Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was primarily found 
in the southern half of the state, south of the 11º C average winter temperature line. They 
were most abundant south of New Orleans, along the Mississippi River delta, as well as south 
of Lafayette. Despite being most abundant in the southern third of the state, gnatcatchers were 
found in generally low abundances in scattered quads through the rest of the state. During the 
SBA, the highest abundance (5.5/hour) was recorded in the Fryeburg quad, on the border 
between Bienville and Webster Parishes, while the highest WBA abundance (2.8/hour) was 
recorded in the Forked Island quad, in Vermilion Parish.  
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Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa 
 
 
The Golden-crowned Kinglet is a winter visitor to Louisiana, found in both coniferous and 
deciduous woodlands. During the WBA, they were detected in modest numbers virtually 
throughout the state, but avoided the coastal marshes, which afforded them little habitat, and 
the northeast, where extensive agriculture also limited appropriate habitat. During the WBA, 
the highest abundance (3.8/hour) was recorded in the Kisatchie quad, in Natchitoches Parish.  
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Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula 
 
 
The Ruby-crowned Kinglet is a small insectivore, found throughout Louisiana during the 
winter, but is more abundant in the southern half of the state. They favor virtually all types of 
wooded habitats, including coastal cheniers, cypress-tupelo swamps, residential 
neighborhoods, Longleaf Pine forest, and bottomland hardwoods. The Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
was most abundant throughout the coastal zone during the WBA, where warmer winter 
temperatures ensured a more abundant insect supply. The highest abundance (7.9/hour) was 
recorded in two quads: the Bryceland quad, in Bienville Parish, and the Kisatchie quad, in 
Natchitoches Parish; there were no SBA records.  
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Eastern Bluebird Sialia sialis 
 
 
The Eastern Bluebird is found in open, upland areas associated with forests, away from the 
coastal plain and marshes. Preferred habitats, in both winter and summer, include open pine 
savanna, grassy levees adjacent to bottomland forest, residential areas with tall trees, 
orchards, parklands, and pastures. The Eastern Bluebird tends to be most abundant in the 
agricultural northeast, and in the extensive pine savanna of the Kisatchie National Forest. 
There was evidence for local movements, with proportionally more quads recording the 
species during the WBA, particularly along the coast and in the rice country, and abundance 
was somewhat higher overall as compared to the SBA. During the SBA, the highest abundance 
(16/hour) was recorded in the Kisatchie quad, Natchitoches Parish; the highest WBA 
abundance (13/hour), recorded in the DeRidder quad, Vernon Parish.
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Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus 
 
 
A common winter visitor to Louisiana, the Hermit Thrush is found in wooded areas in denser 
understory throughout the state. As with most forest species, Hermit Thrushes were least 
abundant in open, agricultural areas and the coastal marshes, which afforded little appropriate 
habitat. Abundance tended to be higher in the northern half of Louisiana. The greatest 
abundance (5.2/hour) was recorded in the Cocodrie Lake quad, in Evangeline Parish. There 
were no SBA records.  
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Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina 
 
 
The Wood Thrush breeds in broadleaf woodlands across the northern two-thirds of Louisiana. 
It was most abundant in the west-central part of the state and in the hilly portions of the 
Florida parishes, with the Florida Parishes having consistently higher abundances. Abundance 
was patchy through much of northern Louisiana, where appropriate habitat was broken up by 
pine plantations, developed areas, pastures, and other open lands. The northeastern corner of 
the state had some Wood Thrush records, but abundance was very low in this heavily 
agricultural region. The one coastal record was of a very late spring migrant (1 June), in 
Cameron Parish. The Wood Thrush winters in tropical Mexico and Central America, so one 
detected in the Grand Isle quad during the WBA was an unusual record During the SBA, the 
highest abundance (2.5/hour) was recorded in the Roseland quad, on the border between St. 
Helena and Tangipahoa parishes.  
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American Robin Turdus migratorius 
 
 
The American Robin has a limited summer distribution in Louisiana, but resident populations 
are augmented by large influxes of migrants from northern North America. During the SBA, 
the American Robin was fairly widespread through the northern third of the state, but became 
progressively more localized farther south. In the northern portion of the Louisiana range, it 
was found in a variety of open, wooded habitats, including residential areas, where it was 
most abundant. In central Louisiana, the American Robin became more dependent on human-
modified landscapes, occurring exclusively in residential areas, and at the southern end of the 
summer distribution, it was found exclusively in areas with large expanses of lawns in urban 
areas. Why they are dependent on anthropogenically modified landscapes in this area is 
unclear. During the WBA, they were far more abundant and widespread, occurring in large 
flocks throughout the state, including along the coast. In general, The American Robin was 
most abundant in the southern third of the state, and least abundant in the northeastern 
corner. During the SBA, the greatest abundance (6.2/hour) was recorded in the Shreveport 
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East quad, while the greatest abundance during the WBA (450/hour) was recorded in the 
Neale quad, in Vernon Parish. 
 
Gray Catbird Dumetella carolinensis 
 
 
The Gray Catbird has an odd summer distribution in Louisiana, with patchy records from 
much of the pine-dominated northern and western portions of the state, as well as in the 
eastern Florida Parishes, with scattered records elsewhere. Coastal records were presumably 
attributable to migrants, although the LBBA does mention a long-established breeding 
population on Grand Isle, which no longer appears to be extant (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000). 
Additionally, several of the coastal records from the SBA were recorded in early- and mid-July, 
which are suggestive of local breeding. WBA records were more widespread and uniform 
across the state, as local populations were augmented by migrants from farther north. During 
the winter, Gray Catbirds were most abundant in southern Louisiana, particularly south of 
New Orleans. Elsewhere they were uncommon but present in many quads, except for in the 
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northeast corner of the state. During the SBA, the highest abundance (4.1/hour) was recorded 
in the Lake Charles Southeast quad, while the highest WBA abundance (6.6/hour) was 
recorded in the Weeks quad, in Iberia Parish. 
 
Brown Thrasher Toxostoma rufum 
 
 
The Brown Thrasher is found in dense brushy areas throughout Louisiana, including in 
residential areas. During the SBA, they were by far the most abundant in the Florida Parishes, 
in the eastern portion of the Louisiana. This may be due, in part, to the extensive pine 
plantations in this area, which are generally very brushy and make ideal Brown Thrasher 
habitat. Elsewhere they were less consistently common, but were generally found throughout 
the state. They were mostly absent from the marshy coastal zone and quads that were 
dominated by swamp. In the WBA, Brown Thrashers appeared to be more consistently 
abundant than they were during the summer, although at lower abundances in general. This is 
likely due to two factors: an influx of migrants from farther north, which filled in gaps in the 
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SBA distribution, and lower detections of non-singing birds, which depressed detections 
overall. During the SBA, the highest abundance (4.4/hour) was recorded in the Whitehall 
quad, in Livingston Parish, while during the WBA, the highest abundance (6.3/hour) was 
recorded in the Sparta quad, in Bienville Parish. 
 
Northern Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos 
 
 
The Northern Mockingbird is one of the most recognizable, abundant and ubiquitous birds in 
Louisiana. It is found wherever there are house and lawns, including the heart of cities; it is 
rare and local away from human habitation in very open areas with bare ground. During both 
the SBA and the WBA, they were found to be abundant throughout the state, but areas 
dominated by extensive pine forest saw relatively low abundance. Abundances were, in 
general, higher during the SBA than the WBA (mean SBA abundance 5.8/hour, mean WBA 
abundance 1.9/hour). This difference in abundance is best explained by elevated detection 
rates of singing birds during the summer breeding season During the SBA, the highest 
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abundance (28/hour) was recorded in the Youngsville quad, on the border between Lafayette, 
Iberia, and St. Martin parishes; during the WBA, the highest abundance (16/hour) was 
recorded in the Ferriday North quad, in Concordia Parish. 
 
European Starling Sturnus vulgaris 
 
 
The European Starling was introduced to North American in the mid-1800s, but did not arrive 
in Louisiana until the early 20th century (Lowery, 1974). Since then, it has expanded, and is 
now abundant in open country throughout the state. Although the European Starling is very 
successful in urban and residential environments, it reaches its greatest abundance in 
Louisiana’s agricultural zones. The European Starling was more abundant in general during 
the WBA, when resident flocks were joined by huge numbers from farther north, but the 
largest single quad count came from the SBA, after young fledged, and flocks reached 
thousands of individuals strong. In both seasons, the European Starling was absent or 
uncommon in quads dominated by forest. During the SBA, the greatest abundance 
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(1081/hour) was detected in the Lacassine quad in Jefferson Davis Parish, while the greatest 
WBA abundance (145/hour) was detected in the Youngsville quad, southeast of Lafayette. 
During the SBA, the three highest single-survey counts were 2000 (Humphreys quad), 2500, 
and 9000 (both in the Lacassine quad); during the WBA, the three highest single-survey counts 
were 3000 (Youngsville quad), 3500 (Crew Lake quad), and 4000 (Plaquemines quad). 
 
American Pipit Anthus rubescens 
 
 
The American Pipit is a common winter visitor to open areas with mowed grass or fallow fields 
throughout Louisiana. It was most abundant in the rice country, where fallow fields, pastures, 
and over-grazed prairies provided ideal habitat. The American Pipit was also common along 
the Red River valley, in the northeastern agricultural zone, and along the Mississippi River 
south of New Orleans. Abundance was highest (86/hour) in the Cow Bayou quad in coastal 
Vermilion Parish. There were no SBA records.  
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Sprague’s Pipit Anthus spragueii 
 
 
Unlike the American Pipit, the Sprague’s Pipit is a habitat specialist, and as a result had a 
much more limited range in Louisiana. The favored habitat, extensive areas of moderately tall 
grass, must have been vastly more widespread in Louisiana before the plowing of the coastal 
prairies, but this habitat is now rare, and as a result the Sprague’s Pipit was found at low 
abundance in few quads. It was most abundant in the central rice country, where favored 
habitats included ungrazed pastures and grassy airfields. The Sprague’s Pipit was especially 
uncommon east of the Red River Valley and the rice country, where appropriate habitat was 
especially limited. Because assessment of true abundance and distribution would require 
walking through appropriate habitat on private property, its true abundance and distribution is 
greatly under-estimated by the WBA. The greatest WBA abundance (1.4/hour) was detected in 
the Dixie quad, where the LSU Agricultural Center rice research station is located. There were 
no SBA records.  
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Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum 
 
 
The Cedar Waxwing is an abundant winter visitors to Louisiana’s wooded regions. During the 
WBA, it was found in most forest types, as well as residential and urban areas, but was most 
abundant in bottomland hardwood forests, which provide a wide variety of winter-fruiting tree 
species. A highly gregarious species, the Cedar Waxwing was typically detected in relatively 
high abundance compared to many other species, with a mean abundance of 5.6/hour. During 
the WBA, the highest abundance (73/hour) was recorded in the Bossier City quad. There was 
one SBA record (17 June) of two very late spring migrants observed in the Baxter Bayou quad 
in East Carroll Parish.  
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Lapland Longspur Calcarius lapponicus 
 
 
The Lapland Longspur is an irregular winter visitor to Louisiana. Like the Horned Lark, it 
favors areas of extensive short grass and barren fields, and the two species were often detected 
together during the WBA. The Lapland Longspur is most abundant in the rice country, but was 
also found near Shreveport and in the northeastern corner of the state; the Lapland Longspur 
may be more regular there than elsewhere, but historically coverage has been low. Although it 
is erratic in abundance year-to-year, the Lapland Longspur can occur in large numbers; the 
highest single-survey count (250) was recorded in the Dixie quad, in Bossier Parish. During the 
WBA, the greatest abundance (17/hour) was also recorded in the Dixie quad. There were no 
SBA records.  
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Worm-eating Warbler Helmitheros vermivorum 
 
 
The Worm-eating Warbler is an uncommon and local summer resident in Louisiana. It favors 
tall, broadleaf forest in hilly regions and young, dense pine plantations with mixed hardwoods 
(Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000), but its breeding distribution seems very patchy within 
seemingly appropriate habitat. The Worm-eating Warbler has a unique foraging methods, 
attacking arthropods in hanging clusters of dead leaves. During the SBA, the highest 
abundance (1.6/hour) was recorded in Felps quad, in East Feliciana Parish. Winter records of 
the Worm-eating Warbler in North America are in general very rare, and Louisiana is no 
exception, so the one WBA record is exceptional. Somewhat surprisingly, this record came 
from a quad in central Louisiana (15 February, in the Flora quad, Natchitoches quad; not 
shown), away from the southeastern corner of the state that hosts the majority of Louisiana’s 
records of unusual winterers.  
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Louisiana Waterthrush Parkesia motacilla 
 
 
The Louisiana Waterthrush breeds along streams in upland areas and thus most SBA records 
are from northern Louisiana, where the terrain is hillier than in the rest of the state, and the 
fast-flowing streams favored by the Louisiana Waterthrush are common. There were a few 
records from the hillier portions of the Feliciana and Florida Parishes, along the Mississippi 
state line. The Louisiana Waterthrush is among the earliest fall migrants, with many birds 
moving south by 1 July. Thus, records away from hilly areas refer to migrants, including those 
in quads in the rice country and southeastern Louisiana away from the hillier portions of the 
Florida Parishes. During the SBA, the highest abundance (0.5/hour) was recorded in the 
Hunter quad, in DeSoto Parish. There were no WBA records.  
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Northern Waterthrush Parkesia noveboracensis 
 
 
A few Northern Waterthrushes spend the winter in marshy areas and riparian forest in 
southeastern Louisiana. Nineteen quads south and southeast of New Orleans recorded the 
species, with additional records from single quads in south-central and southwestern 
Louisiana. Then highest single-survey count was of 5, in the Lake Quitman quad, in southern 
Terrebonne Parish. There was a single SBA record, of an exceptionally late spring migrant (14 
June) in the Bastian Bay quad in southeastern Louisiana.  
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Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia 
 
 
The Black-and-white Warbler was recorded widely during the SBA, but in a patchy pattern, 
primarily across the northern half of the state. They favored upland hardwood forests, as well 
as hardwood forest mixed with conifers. Like the Louisiana Waterthrush, the Black-and-white 
Warbler is an early fall migrant, often beginning migration by early July, so records in the rice 
country, along the coast, and in the Atchafalaya Basin pertain to migrants (all records 11-15 
July). The Black-and-white Warbler is also rare in winter in Louisiana, with most quads 
recording the species occurring in the southeastern corner of the state. During the winter, they 
favored patches of scrubby second growth and riparian forest. During the SBA, the highest 
abundance (0.7/hour) was recorded in the Cullen quad in Webster Parish, while during the 
WBA, the highest abundance (0.3/hour) was recorded in the Lagan quad in St. James Parish.  
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Prothonotary Warbler Protonotaria citrea 
 
 
The Prothonotary Warblers is a common to abundant summer breeder in bottomland 
hardwood forest, swamp forest, and floodplain forest throughout Louisiana. This habitat is 
somewhat limited in northern Louisiana, which is dominated by upland coniferous forest, 
which restricts the Prothonotary Warbler to forest along smaller streams and bayous. The 
center of abundance for the Prothonotary Warbler during the SBA was the Atchafalaya Basin. 
Elsewhere, the Prothonotary Warbler had high abundance at the confluence of the Red and 
Mississippi rivers, and along the Pearl River. The highest abundance detected during the SBA 
(27/hour) was recorded in the Lake Mongoulois quad, in the central Atchafalaya Basin. The 
Prothonotary Warbler winters in Central America, and is rare in temperate North America 
during the winter. There were no WBA records.  
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Swainson’s Warbler Limnothlypis swainsonii 
 
 
The Swainson’s Warbler inhabits large, dense thickets in bottomland hardwood forests as well 
as dense pine plantations, but avoids flooded forest as well as drier upland forests. Its 
distribution encompasses most of the northern and central portions of the state.. However, 
they were also found in the Atchafalaya Basin and in slightly higher, drier ground in Vermilion 
Parish. They are a notoriously difficult-to-detect species, so they may be more abundant than 
the SBA map indicates; most individuals are detected by song. The highest SBA abundance 
(1.6/hour) during the SBA was recorded in the Fryeburg quad, in Bienville Parish. There were 
no WBA records.  
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Orange-crowned Warbler Oreothlypis celata 
 
 
The Orange-crowned Warbler is a common winter resident throughout Louisiana. It is found in 
all types of wooded habitats, including suburban and residential areas. During the WBA, the 
highest abundances came from the southeastern corner of the state, particularly along the 
southern extent of the Mississippi River south of New Orleans, with the highest WBA 
abundance (4.5/hour) recorded in the Pilottown quad. Abundance dropped considerably north 
of the 11º C average winter temperature line. There were no SBA Records.  
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Kentucky Warbler Geothlypis formosa 
 
 
The Kentucky Warbler is common dense understory of broadleaf and mixed forests through 
much of the state from about 30.5º North. In forested areas dominated by pines, the Kentucky 
Warbler occurs in pockets of hardwood forest that occur along streams, or in dense pine 
plantations. The Kentucky Warbler was most abundant in the Atchafalaya Basin and in large 
forest patches east of Baton Rouge, but were much less common in northern and central 
Louisiana. There is evidence that the Kentucky Warbler has declined across its Louisiana range 
in recent years (Sauer, et al., 2017), and the SBA range map documents a range contraction 
along the southern edge of the species range, as compared to the LBBA (Wiedenfeld and 
Swan, 2000), with 59% of surveyed quads occupied during the LBBA, compared to 51% 
occupied during the SBA. The highest abundance detected during the SBA (3.3/hour) was 
recorded in the Fryeburg quad in Bienville Parish. There were no WBA records.  
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Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas 
 
 
The Common Yellowthroat was distributed throughout Louisiana during the SBA, but 
abundance was highest in the southern part of the state, especially in the coastal marsh zone. 
Elsewhere, it preferred brushy and weedy habitats, and was found along edges of forests, in 
fallow fields, along powerline cuts, and in reedy freshwater marshes. Surprisingly, the rice 
country recorded few Common Yellowthroats, despite an abundance of seemingly appropriate 
habitat. During the WBA, the Common Yellowthroat was found widely in the southern half of 
the state, in a variety of grassy, weedy, and brushy habitats, but is much less frequent in the 
northern half of the state, where they were generally recorded sporadically, in very low 
abundance. The highest SBA abundance (14/hour) was recorded in the Deep Lake quad, west 
of White Lake in the Rockefeller WMA. The highest abundance detected in the WBA 
(6.7/hour) was recorded in the Lac Des Allemands quad.  
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Hooded Warbler Setophaga citrina 
 
 
The Hooded Warbler is abundant in broadleaf hardwood and mixed forests in central and 
northern Louisiana. Preferring moist hardwood forests, it is readily found in patchy 
bottomland forests along streams in the pine-dominated regions of the state. Scattered records 
south of the core breeding range indicate that it breeds there small pockets of appropriate 
habitat. As noted in the LBBA (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000), Hooded Warblers and Kentucky 
Warblers occupy similar habitats and ranges, although the Hooded Warblers is generally more 
abundant and occurs farther south. During the SBA, the highest abundance (11.8/hour) was 
recorded in the Lillie quad. There were no WBA records.  
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American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla 
 
 
The American Redstart is found patchily through northern and central Louisiana during the 
summer, and is rare in winter. During the SBA, the American Redstart was found in tall 
riparian forest, usually in association with tall cottonwoods, but had a spotty distribution, with 
very low abundance detected in most quads in which was recorded in. The center of 
abundance was in the Tunica Hills of West Feliciana Parish and the Atchafalaya Basin. The one 
record from coastal Cameron Parish refers to a late spring migrant (6 June). During the SBA, 
the greatest abundance recorded during the SBA (4.9/hour) occurred in the Tunica quad. 
During the WBA, the American Redstart was encountered in just three quads: Shreveport East 
quad, the Little Woods quad in Orleans Parish, and the Grand Isle quad, with the Grand Isle 
quad recording two individuals.  
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Northern Parula Setophaga americana 
 
 
The Northern Parula is a common breeder in Louisiana’s hardwood bottomland and cypress-
tupelo swamps. It was most abundant in the extensive cypress swamps of the Atchafalaya 
Basin and lower Mississippi River valley, and was generally least abundant in the pine-
dominated uplands of central and northern Louisiana. The Northern Parula is closely 
associated with Spanish moss (Tillandsia usneoides), which it uses for nest sites. During the 
SBA, the highest abundance (13/hour) was recorded in the Mount Airy Northwest quads, 
which has extensive flooded cypress swamp. The Northern Parula was detected singly in four 
quads in lower Plaquemines Parish during the WBA (not shown).  
 265 
Yellow Warbler Setophaga petechia 
 
 
The Yellow Warbler is not known to breed in Louisiana, but was detected in ten quads during 
the SBA. Although these records almost certainly refer to late spring or early fall migrants, it is 
possible that Yellow Warblers breed in willow-dominated riparian and batture forest 
somewhere in the state. The most compelling record came from the Amite quad in mid-June. 
WBA records were rare, with observations of single individuals from just six quads limited to 
southern Louisiana. All records in both the SBA and the WBA refer to one or two individuals.  
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Palm Warbler Setophaga palmarum 
 
 
Unlike most other species of warblers, the Palm Warbler favors open, weedy areas with 
scattered bushes or low trees rather than forests or dense stands of trees. It is also found in the 
understory of open pine savanna. Strictly a winter visitor to Louisiana, the Palm Warbler was 
found throughout southern Louisiana, but was most abundant in the southeast, especially in 
the lower Mississippi River delta region. Only a very few quads north of the 11º C average 
winter temperature isotherm recorded any Palm Warblers. The greatest abundance during the 
WBA (19/hour) was recorded in the Pilottown quad.  
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Pine Warbler Setophaga pinus 
 
 
The Pine Warbler is an abundant summer breeder in areas dominated by extensive, tall pine 
forests. It is also known to nest in smaller, more isolated stands of pines, but is always 
associated with tall trees. During the SBA, it was most abundant in the west-central and 
northwestern quarters of the state, where pine forests dominate the landscape. The Pine 
Warbler was also found in more moderate numbers in the upland areas of the Florida parishes 
and along the north shore of Lake Pontchartrain. Given that mean abundance was slightly 
higher during the WBA compared to the SBA (1.9/hour vs 1.7/hour), and wad recorded in 
more quads (478 to 339), Louisiana’s breeding populations are augmented during the winter 
by an influx of migrants from farther north. During the WBA the Pine Warbler was found 
through much of the state, although was less abundant closer to the coast. During the winter 
the Pine Warbler is much less habitat-specific, and was found in a variety of non-pine 
dominated habitats, but the highest abundances did come from areas of high pine density. 
During the SBA, the highest abundance (10/hour) was recorded in the Calvin quad in Winn 
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Parish, while the highest WBA abundance (29/hour) was recorded in the Kisatchie quad in 
Bossier Parish. 
 
Yellow-rumped Warbler Setophaga coronata 
 
 
The Yellow-rumped Warbler was one of the most abundant passerines recorded in Louisiana. 
During the WBA, it was common to ubiquitous in all types of wooded habitats, and was found 
in scrubby or brushy areas as well. As with many other species of largely insectivorous 
passerines, it was generally more abundant in southern Louisiana than northern, and reached 
peak abundance on the central coast. The Yellow-rumped Warbler was also quite abundant in 
the large expanses of hardwood forest near the confluence of the Red and Mississippi rivers. 
During the WBA, the highest abundance (157/hour) was recorded in the Point Chevreuil quad 
in coastal St. Mary Parish. There was a single record during the SBA from the Swayze Lake 
quad in St. Landry Parish, an unprecedented late migrant record (22 June; not shown).  
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Yellow-throated Warbler Setophaga dominica 
 
 
The Yellow-throated Warbler is widespread in Louisiana during the summer, but generally 
occurs locally in low abundances. The Yellow-throated Warbler is found in two distinct 
habitats: tall cypress-tupelo swamps in southern Louisiana, and tall, mixed pine-hardwood 
forests in central and northern Louisiana. It tends to be more abundant in the southern part of 
the state, but the highest relative abundance came from northern-most Louisiana. It was fairly 
regular in southern Louisiana during the WBA, but because the Yellow-throated Warbler is one 
of the earliest spring migrants, a few of these records, such as those on 17–20 February, may 
be attributable to birds that had freshly arrived from the Caribbean, Mexico, or Central 
America. During the SBA, the highest abundance (2.2/hour) was recorded in the Mount Airy 
Northwest Parish; during the WBA, the highest abundance (0.1/hour) was recorded in the 
Houma quad.  
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Prairie Warbler Setophaga discolor 
 
 
Despite the common name, the Prairie Warbler does not occur in prairies. Instead, it breeds in 
early successional pine scrub, where pine trees under 2 meters tall dominate. The distribution 
of the Prairie Warbler coincides with the pine uplands, primarily in the central and northern 
reaches of Louisiana, where they reach their greatest abundance, but it also occurs in lower 
abundances in the Florida parishes. During the WBA, a few Prairie Warblers were encountered 
in southern Louisiana. These birds were typically found in thickets and small woodlots in the 
southeastern corner of the state, particularly south of New Orleans, but two rice country quads 
(the Mermentau quad in Acadia Parish, and the Forked Island Northwest Quad in Vermilion 
Parish) had records on single individuals as well. During the SBA, the highest abundance 
(3.6/hour) was recorded in the Sparta quad in Bienville Parish, while the highest abundance 
during the WBA (0.1/hour) was recorded in the Port Sulphur quad in Plaquemines Parish.  
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Wilson’s Warbler Cardellina pusilla 
 
 
The Wilson’s Warbler is rare to uncommon in southern Louisiana during the winter, where 
found in areas with dense, leafy thickets, often near water. As with many species of wintering 
warblers, it was more abundant in the southeastern corner of the state, particularly in the 
lower Mississippi River delta. They favor dense thickets and brushy understory, particularly 
near water. The highest abundance recorded during the WBA (0.4/hour) came from the Lake 
Laurier quad in Plaquemines Parish.  
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Yellow-breasted Chat Icteria virens 
 
 
The Yellow-breasted Chat is a common and locally abundant breeding bird in Louisiana. 
During the SBA, it recorded throughout much of Louisiana in dense thickets in upland habitat, 
including edges of broadleaf forest, along power line cuts, in the understory of pine forests, 
and in young pine plantations. The Yellow-breasted Chat was most abundant in northern 
Louisiana, where pine plantations provided extensive habitat, and in the Atchafalaya Basin, 
where it was common along forest borders and edges. It was least abundant in the rice country 
and in southern Louisiana, where there was little appropriate habitat, and was virtually absent 
from the coastal marsh zone. The Yellow-breasted Chat was detected in five quads during the 
WBA, primarily in southern Louisiana, but also once in the Koran quad, near Shreveport, and 
always in singly (not shown). During the SBA, the highest abundance (14/hour) was recorded 
in the Fryeburg quad in Bienville quad, while the highest abundance during the WBA 
(0.7/hour) was recorded in the Breaux Bridge quad in St Martin Parish.  
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Bachman’s Sparrow Peucaea aestivalis 
 
 
In Louisiana, the Bachman’s Sparrow is a year-round resident in open, grassy habitats with 
interspersed patches of bushes in fire-maintained longleaf pine (Pinus palustris) savannas. This 
very specific habitat requirement limited Bachman’s Sparrows to a handful of sites, primarily 
In the Kisatchie National Forest, and in a few remnant pine savannas in the Florida Parishes. 
In this habitat, they were moderately abundant, but may have been under-reported during 
both the SBA and the WBA, for different reasons. During the SBA, their secretive nature and 
lower levels of singing during summer limited detectability, while during the winter, detection 
typically requires walking extensively in grassy pine savanna, so the WBA greatly under-
estimates their relative abundance and distribution. The SBA and the WBA distributions were 
very similar, although a number of quads that Bachman’s Sparrows were detected in during 
one atlas survey period were not surveyed during the other. It is unclear if Bachman’s 
Sparrows have declined in the state, due to differences in timing of surveys during the 
Louisiana Bird Atlas project as compared to the Louisiana Breeding Bird Atlas, but Bachman’s 
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Sparrows were detected in fewer quads during the SBA (14% during the LBBA and 4% during 
the SBA; c2 17.6, p <0.001) (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000). During the SBA, the highest 
abundance (2.9/hour) was recorded in the Birds Creek quad in Vernon Parish; during the 
WBA, the highest abundance (0.7/hour) was recorded in the Kisatchie quad, in Natchitoches 
Parish. 
 
Grasshopper Sparrow Ammodramus savannarum 
 
 
The Grasshopper Sparrow has always been primarily a winter visitor to Louisiana, but nesting 
was confirmed in Caddo Parish in 1968 (Lowery, 1974). Prior to that, the Grasshopper 
Sparrow was thought to be an uncommon to rare summer resident in northwestern and 
southeastern Louisiana, but most records were from the winter and spring migration 
(Oberholser, 1938). The species was not confirmed breeding during the LBBA (Wiedenfeld 
and Swan, 2000), but there were records from five quads in northwestern Louisiana during 
the SBA. The Grasshopper Sparrow is something of a habitat specialist, favoring large expanses 
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of moderately tall, dense grass. It was much more widespread during the WBA compared to 
the SBA, but was still local and irregular, and detected at very low abundance. It was found 
primarily in southern Louisiana, in pastures, dry rice fields, and other situations where there 
was abundant grass. The highest SBA abundance (0.1/hour) was recorded in the Allen quad in 
Natchitoches Parish, while the highest WBA abundance (0.2/hour) was recorded in the Lake 
Charles Southeast quad in Calcasieu Parish. 
 
Henslow’s Sparrow Ammodramus henslowii 
 
 
The Henslow’s Sparrows is primarily a pine savanna specialist species. Strictly a winter visitor 
to Louisiana, it was found most abundantly in fire-maintained pine savannas in central 
Louisiana, particularly the Florida Parishes. Elsewhere, it was very sporadically recorded in 
tall, wet fields and damp pine forest with dense, grassy understory. Given the secretive nature 
of this species, the distribution must be larger than was detected during the WBA effort. 
Abundance was highest (1.7/hour) in the Mach Branch quad in Beauregard Parish.  
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LeConte’s Sparrow Ammodramus leconteii 
 
 
The LeConte’s Sparrows was detected in moderate abundance through much of Louisiana 
during the WBA, but had a rather patchy distribution. Its preferred habitat is dense stands of 
tall grasses and sedges, particularly Andropogon (Lowery 1974), i.e. overgrown fields, 
pastures, and remnant prairies, and in some places tall, unharvested rice. The highest 
abundance came from near Shreveport, where the Shreveport West quad recorded 2.0/ hour. 
Elsewhere, relatively high abundances were also recorded in the rice country. 
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Nelson’s Sparrow Ammodramus nelsoni 
 
 
The Nelson’s Sparrow winters along the Louisiana coast in moderate to low abundances. 
Found primarily in brackish cordgrass (Spartina sp.) marshes, they co-occur with the Seaside 
Sparrow. They are rarely recorded away from the coast, but one quad in the rice country (the 
Jennings quad in Jefferson Davis quad) recorded a single Nelson’s Sparrow, as did the North 
Shore quad along the shore of Lake Pontchartrain, where the species has historically been 
fairly common (Oberholser, 1938). During the WBA, the greatest abundance (2.0/hour) was 
recorded in the Bay Ronquille quad, in Plaquemines Parish.  
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Seaside Sparrow Ammodramus maritimus 
 
 
The range of the Seaside Sparrow closely mirrors the distribution of the tidal saltmarshes 
along the coast, and within this habitat it reaches very high abundances. The Seaside Sparrow 
is a permanent resident in Louisiana, but evidently undergoes limited seasonal movements 
into the more brackish marshes along the eastern and northern coasts of Lake Pontchartrain. 
Abundance was higher during the summer than during the winter, likely because they were 
easier to detect when singing on territory rather than because of widespread seasonal 
movements out of the state. By far the highest summer abundances came from Lake Felicity 
quad, where 36/hour were recorded, but two other quads recorded ~20/hour of effort (Bay 
Batiste and Bay Courant). Winter abundance was lower, with a maximum abundance of 
13/hour in the Rollover Lake quad.   
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Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina 
 
 
The Chipping Sparrow is a fairly common breeder in the pine-dominated uplands of central 
and northern Louisiana. There, the species prefers open pine savanna, with an understory of 
grass and forbs. It also frequents rural yards and orchards. During the winter, the Chipping 
Sparrow is a much more widespread and abundant species, when migrants from more 
northern latitudes move into Louisiana. They can be found in a variety of open, brushy areas 
that have trees next to areas of short grass, in addition to those habitats that they are found in 
during the summer. During the SBA, the highest abundance (4.0/hour) was recorded in the 
DeRidder quad, Vernon Parish; during the WBA, the highest abundance (27/hour) was 
recorded in the Pitkin quad, in Allen Parish  
 280 
Clay-colored Sparrow Spizella pallida 
 
 
Similar in many respects to the Chipping Sparrow, the Clay-colored Sparrow is a rare winter 
visitor to open country in southern Louisiana. One or two individuals were recorded in seven 
quads: six in the rice country, and in the Little Woods quad in eastern Orleans Parish.  
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Field Sparrow Spizella pusilla 
 
 
In the third edition of Louisiana Birds, George Lowery wrote that “The Field Sparrow is a 
moderately common to common permanent resident throughout nearly all of Louisiana.” 
(Lowery, 1974). That status has changed dramatically, and the Field Sparrow is now 
uncommon and local. During the SBA, it was fond north of 30.8ºN, and almost all records 
were from the northwest. The species is more common and widespread during the winter. The 
Field Sparrow breeds in very young pine plantations and early second-growth with a mix of 
grass and shrubs, while during the winter they were found in a wider variety of open, grassy 
situations. During the SBA, During the SBA, the greatest abundance (0.3/hour) was recorded 
in the Roy quad; during the WBA, the highest abundance (3.7/hour) was recorded in the 
Gilliam quad.  
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Lark Sparrow Chondestes grammacus 
 
 
The Lark Sparrow occurred primary in northern Louisiana during the SBA, where it was rather 
patchily distributed. The Lark Sparrow inhabits open fields with scattered trees, edges of 
woods, and clear cuts. Abundances were rather low in general, but were highest in the 
extreme northwestern and northeastern corners of the state. The Lark Sparrow was 
widespread, but extremely local during the WBA. During the SBA, the highest abundance 
(1.3/hour) was recorded in the Kilbourne quad on the Arkansas border between East Carroll 
and West Carroll parishes, while during the WBA, the highest abundance (1.1/hour) was 
recorded in the Dixie quad in Caddo Parish.  
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Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca 
 
 
Strictly a winter visitor to Louisiana, the Fox Sparrow is rather uncommon throughout most of 
the state, although it reaches moderate abundances in the northwestern corner. The Fox 
Sparrow favors early second growth with young trees mixed with tall grass and dense bushes. 
During the WBA, the highest abundance (3.9/hour) was recorded in the Haynesville West 
quad, in Claiborne Parish on the Arkansas state line.  
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Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis 
 
 
The Dark-eyed Junco is strictly a winter visitor to Louisiana. During the WBA, it was found 
throughout the state, but was more abundant in the northern half of the state. It is most 
common in areas with woodland, often pine, adjacent to short grass and lawns. They reached 
their greatest abundance (22/hour) in the Gibsland quad, in Bienville Parish.  
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White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys 
 
 
Like most sparrow species, the White-crowned Sparrow is strictly a winter visitor to Louisiana. 
It was typically found in open, scrubby areas, with few trees and patches of weeds and grasses 
mixed with bare ground, such as roadsides and hedgerows. They were common in northern 
Louisiana, south along the Red River valley, through the rice country, and in heavily 
agricultural northeastern Louisiana. During the WBA, they reached their highest abundance 
(49/hour) in the Wardview quad, in northern Bossier Parish.  
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Harris’s Sparrow Zonotrichia querula 
 
 
The Harris’s Sparrow is an uncommon winter resident of northwestern Louisiana. During the 
WBA, it was most frequently found in the Shreveport area, with scattered records elsewhere. It 
was found in open areas with patches of weeds and brush adjacent to bare ground, such as 
roadsides and hedgerows, much the same as, and typically in association with, White-crowned 
Sparrows. During the WBA, the greatest abundance (0.9/hour) was recorded in the Bossier 
Point quad.  
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White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis 
 
 
A common winter visitor to Louisiana, the White-throated Sparrow was among the most 
abundant passerines in the WBA. Typically found in more wooded habitats than other species 
of sparrows, they were often found in thickets and brambles within hardwood forests, and 
were even in suburbs and residential areas with well-developed shrub layer. During the WBA, 
the greatest abundance (47/hour) was recorded in the Bossier Point quad. Two unprecedented 
summer records were discovered during the SBA in the St. Gabriel and Maringouin Northwest 
quads (not shown).  
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Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus 
 
 
The Vesper Sparrow is a widespread, but generally uncommon winter visitor to dry, open, 
grassy areas with scattered trees throughout Louisiana. The species was generally encountered 
in singles or small flocks. During the WBA, the highest abundance (8.7/hour) was recorded in 
the Dixie quad.  
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Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis 
 
 
The Savannah Sparrow is among the most abundant wintering species in Louisiana, and is the 
most abundant of the “grassland” sparrows. The center of Savannah Sparrow abundance 
during the WBA was in the rice country, where extensive tracts of short grass provide ideal 
wintering habitat, but they could be found throughout the state wherever there was extensive, 
open grass or barren areas, including pastures, fields, and unmown levees. During the WBA, 
the highest abundance (170/hour) was recorded in the Eunice South quad. There was a single 
SBA record, from the Kinder quad in the Jefferson Davis Parish rice country (not shown). 
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Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia 
 
 
The Song Sparrow is a common, widespread wintering sparrow found throughout Louisiana 
during the WBA. They prefer open areas with dense patches of grass mixed with weeds and 
shrubs and edges of emergent marsh vegetation. Although generally common throughout the 
state, the Song Sparrow was less abundant east of the Mississippi River and in southeastern 
Louisiana. During the SBA, the highest abundance (13/hour) was recorded in the Minden 
North quad. None were found during the SBA.  
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Lincoln’s Sparrow Melospiza lincolnii 
 
 
An uncommon winter visitor, the Lincoln’s Sparrow was detected throughout Louisiana during 
the WBA, but generally at low abundance. Most Lincoln’s Sparrows winter to the west of 
Louisiana, so it is not surprising that the western part of the state recorded greater abundances 
than the eastern half. Within the state, the rice country and coastal prairie regions recorded 
the highest abundances. Here, the Lincoln’s Sparrow was found in thicker brush and grassy 
areas. During the WBA, the highest abundance (1.5/hour) was recorded in the Point Chevreuil 
quad in coastal St. Mary Parish.  
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Swamp Sparrow Melospiza georgiana 
 
 
The Swamp Sparrow is one of the most abundant birds in Louisiana in winter, where it does 
not occur in swamps per se, unless at the grassy or marshy margins but rather fields with tall 
grass or shrubs or in marshes.  The WBA recorded it virtually throughout the state, although 
with a distinctly southern bias to its abundance. This was likely due to more extensive suitable 
habitat in the southern half of the state. During the WBA, the highest abundance (21/hour) 
was recorded in the Sorrento quad in Ascension Parish. None were recorded during the SBA.  
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Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus 
 
 
The Spotted Towhee is a rare but regular winter visitor to Louisiana from western North 
America. During the WBA, it was found in 21 quads, with two thirds of those coming from the 
northwestern quarter of the state. Like the Eastern Towhee, the Spotted Towhee is found in 
dense brushy areas. Only one quad recorded more than a single Spotted Towhee (2 in the 
Plain Dealing quad, Bossier Parish). None were recorded during the SBA  
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Eastern Towhee Pipilo erythrophthalmus 
 
 
The Eastern Towhee is a common resident of dense forest understory, younger pine 
plantations, and thickets across the state. The status of the species has changed dramatically in 
the last 100 years. In Louisiana Birdlife, Lowery states that the Eastern Towhee was most 
abundant in the southeastern quarter of the state, which holds true today, but was “apparently 
entirely absent in summer from the northern half of the state” (Lowery, 1974). Now, the 
Eastern Towhee is found across northern Louisiana in moderate abundance, but is surprisingly 
scarce or absent from some areas with seemingly suitable habitat, especially in the southwest. 
During the WBA, the Eastern Towhee is more widespread (78% of WBA quads vs 66% of SBA 
quads), but the same general distributional patterns found during the SBA held true. During 
the SBA, the highest abundance (13/hour) was recorded in the Mount Hermon quad in 
Washington Parish; during the WBA, the highest abundance (6.4/hour) was recorded in the 
Dubach quad in Lincoln Parish.  
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Summer Tanager Piranga rubra 
 
 
The Summer Tanager is a common breeding species in Louisiana. Found in wooded areas 
throughout the state, it is common in both bottomland riparian forest and upland pine and 
mixed pine forests. The SBA showed that it becomes much less common south of about 30ºN 
latitude, even though seemingly suitable habitat extends along the Mississippi River south of 
New Orleans and along many rivers in the rice country. During the SBA, the highest 
abundance (3.3/hour) of the Summer Tanager was recorded in the Elm Park quad, in West 
Feliciana Parish. During the WBA, single Summer Tanagers were found in nine quads in 
southeastern Louisiana (not shown).  
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Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis 
 
 
The Northern Cardinal has the distinction of being the second-most widespread species in 
Louisiana, after the Barn Swallow during the summer, and the Yellow-rumped Warbler during 
the winter. Found in essentially every habitat with trees, the Northern Cardinal was found in 
almost every quad, including those with almost no dry land at the mouth of the Mississippi 
River. Abundance was higher during the SBA, but this is almost certainly due to the higher 
detection rates of singing birds, as well as the ubiquity of recently fledged juveniles. The 
highest abundance during the SBA (41/hour) was recorded in the Youngsville quad southeast 
of Lafayette, while the highest abundance during the WBA (24/hour) was recorded in the Olla 
East quad, on the border between Caldwell and LaSalle parishes.  
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Blue Grosbeak Passerina caerulea 
 
 
The Blue Grosbeak breeds in Louisiana in open habitats with extensive brush and grass, 
including young clear-cuts in pine plantations. It was most abundant during the SBA in quads 
that featured pines, especially in areas with mixed pine and scrub oak (Lowery, 1974). The 
SBA showed that it is commonest in upland areas north of about 31.5º N Latitude. During the 
SBA, the highest abundance (4.0/hour) was recorded in the Nebo quad, in LaSalle Parish. Blue 
Grosbeaks are rare in winter in Louisiana, and single individuals were recorded in only 8 
quads, all in southern Louisiana (not shown).  
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Indigo Bunting Passerina cyanea 
 
 
The Indigo Bunting is a common to abundant breeder throughout most of Louisiana. Favoring 
wooded areas, it is especially abundant in those areas with brushy edges, such as clearings in 
forest, powerline cuts, and road right-of-ways. The SBA showed that the Indigo Bunting was 
most abundant along the Mississippi River valley, and least abundant in southern Louisiana, 
especially in the rice country and southeastern Louisiana. The Indigo Bunting is migratory, 
with the vast majority spending the winter months in Mexico and Central America, but it is 
regular, if rare, during the winter months in Louisiana (1 or 2 individuals per quad; not 
shown). During the SBA, the highest abundance (15/hour) was recorded in the Ile 
Natchitoches quad in Avoyelles Parish.  
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Painted Bunting Passerina ciris 
 
 
The Painted Bunting is a common summer breeder throughout much of Louisiana where it is 
found mainly in scrubby second-growth habitat, especially bottomlands. The SBA showed that 
it is more abundant in central and southern Louisiana than northern, unlike the Indigo 
Bunting. The Painted Bunting was recorded regularly in southern Louisiana during the WBA 
south of about 30.3º North Latitude, when found mainly in scrubby areas, often with weedy 
thickets and short trees, but occasionally also in residential areas at bird feeders. During the 
SBA, the highest abundance (6.4/hour) was recorded in the Bossier Point quad. During the 
WBA, only two quads recorded more than 2 individual Painted Buntings: Venice quad (4) and 
Port Sulphur quad (6).  
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Dickcissel Spiza americana 
 
 
Unlike almost every other species recorded during the SBA, the center of abundance for the 
Dickcissel came from the northeastern corner of the state, a region dominated by expanses of 
cotton and soybean agriculture. Elsewhere in Louisiana, the Dickcissel was found wherever 
there was extensive agriculture, including the rice country, along the Red River valley, and to 
a lesser extent along the lower Mississippi River valley. They were even found on territory 
within sight of the Gulf of Mexico in Cameron Parish. The Dickcissel is rare but regular in 
southern Louisiana during the winter, and was found in 12 quads during the WBA.  During the 
SBA, the highest abundance (23/hour) was recorded in the Bear Skin quad in West Carroll 
Parish. During the WBA, the highest abundance (0.3/hour) was recorded in the Mermentau 
quad.  
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Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus 
 
 
The Red-winged Blackbird is an abundant year-round resident in open areas throughout 
Louisiana. During the SBA, it was found in a wide variety of open habitats, including marsh, 
rice and other agriculture, and pastures, but tended to avoid heavily forested areas. In the 
pine-dominated reaches of northern and central Louisiana, it was limited to pockets of 
appropriate habitat, which lead to low relative abundance in this habitat. Although an 
abundant breeder, Red-winged Blackbirds reach astronomical numbers during the winter, 
when migrants from more temperate regions of North America join the local breeding 
populations. During the SBA, the highest abundance (122/hour) was recorded in the Mound 
quad. During the WBA, relative abundances of 1,000 or more individuals per hour were found 
in 23 quads, with the maximum (34,409/hour) recorded in the Wright quad. All but one of the 
quads with abundances greater than 1,000 were located in the rice country; the lone quad 
away from this area was the Winnsboro quad in Franklin Parish, with 7323/hour. High counts 
are also illustrative in capturing the magnitude of Red-winged Blackbird abundance in 
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Louisiana: during the SBA, the single-survey high count (1035) was recorded in the Hayes 
quad; during the WBA, the single-survey high count (an estimated 1,000,000) was recorded in 
the Wright quad. 
 
Western Meadowlark Sturnella neglecta 
 
 
The Western Meadowlark is primarily a species of western North America. In Louisiana, it is a 
fairly common, but localized, winter visitor to the northwestern corner of the state, but is 
much rarer elsewhere. There is a historical nesting records from northwestern Louisiana 
(Lowery, 1974), but the species is not regular during the summer, and it was not detected 
during the LBBA (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000). It favors short, relatively dry fields, including 
pastures, primarily along the Red River. The highest abundance (6.6/hour) came from the 
Dixie quad. There was one SBA record, from the Grand Bayou quad in coastal Cameron Parish 
(not shown).   
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Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna 
 
 
The Eastern Meadowlark is a common, widespread resident in Louisiana. Favoring pastures, 
hay fields, levees, and other open, grassy habitats, it is found in appropriate habitat 
throughout the state. During the SBA, the Eastern Meadowlark was most abundant in the rice 
country: the highest abundance (16/hour) was recorded in the Lake Charles Southeast quad. 
Breeding populations were augmented by migrants from outside of Louisiana during the WBA, 
and the Eastern Meadowlarks became both more abundant and widespread: the highest 
abundance (46/hour) was recorded in the Bonnet Carre Northeast quad, along the western 
shore of Lake Pontchartrain.  
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 Yellow-headed Blackbird Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus 
 
 
The Yellow-headed Blackbird is typically a species of western North America, but is annual in 
small numbers in southern Louisiana during the winter, and is typically found in association 
with other species of blackbirds. The Yellow-headed Blackbird was most frequently and 
abundantly recorded in the rice country, but about a third of the quads that the species was 
recorded in were from south-central or southeastern Louisiana. During the WBA, the highest 
abundance (9.5/hour) was recorded in the Fenton quad, in Jefferson Davis Parish. None were 
found during the SBA.  
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Rusty Blackbird Euphagus carolinus 
 
 
The Rusty Blackbird is a fairly common winter visitor through much of Louisiana, especially 
the northern half. Whereas other species of blackbirds favor open habitats, Rusty Blackbirds 
were most frequently found in partially flooded hardwood forests, lawns in rural residential 
areas, orchards, and batture woods. During the WBA, the highest abundance (76/hour) was 
recorded in the Roy quad. No Rusty Blackbirds were detected during the SBA.  
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Brewer’s Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus 
 
 
The Brewer’s Blackbird is strictly a winter visitor to Louisiana, where found primarily in over-
grazed pastures, recently tilled fields, and cattle pend. During the SBA, it was found primarily 
in the southwestern rice country, the northeast, and along the Red River, and sparingly 
elsewhere in pockets of suitable habitat. This habitat is limited in southeastern Louisiana, 
where they were almost unrecorded. The Brewer’s Blackbird was generally recorded in fairly 
low abundances (mean 5.2/hour) compared to other species of blackbirds. During the WBA, 
the highest abundance (57/hour) was recorded in the Lamar quad, in Franklin Parish. There 
were no SBA records.  
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Common Grackle Quiscalus quiscula 
 
 
The Common Grackle is an abundant, year-round resident in Louisiana. It is found in a variety 
of habitats, typically involving open areas with scattered trees, but are also found in suburban 
areas, bottomland forest, and in areas of extensive agriculture. During the SBA, the Common 
Grackle was recorded generally throughout the state, but was scarce in pine-dominated central 
and northern Louisiana. It was generally more abundant in southern Louisiana, likely due to 
greater habitat availability. Louisiana is a major wintering area for more northerly-breeding 
Common Grackles, and abundance increased markedly during the WBA, from a mean of 
5/hour to 84/hour. During the SBA, the highest abundance (204/hour) was recorded in the 
Elton quad, in Jefferson Davis Parish; during the WBA, the highest abundance (22804/hour) 
was recorded in the Plain Dealing quad, in Caddo Parish along the Arkansas border, but this 
was an outlier: the next greatest abundance (1607/hour) was recorded in the Wardview quad. 
As with several other species of blackbirds, high counts are illustrative in capturing the 
magnitude of Common Grackle abundance in Louisiana: during the SBA, the single-survey 
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high count (5000) was recorded in the Laplace quad, while the single-survey high count 
during the WBA (430,000) was recorded in the Plain Dealing quad. 
 
Boat-tailed Grackle Quiscalus major 
 
 
The Boat-tailed Grackle is a common resident of southern Louisiana’s coastal marshes and 
prairie regions, and was recorded only rarely north of this area during either the SBA or the 
WBA. Abundances were higher during the winter, when Boat-tailed Grackles aggregated into 
large flocks, often with other blackbird species. During the SBA, the highest abundance 
(75/hour) was recorded in the Morgan City quad, while during the WBA, the highest 
abundance (322/hour) was recorded in the Mermentau quad. As with other species of 
blackbirds, high counts complement high abundances. In the case of the Boat-tailed Grackle, 
the SBA single-survey high count (500) was recorded in the Morgan City quad, while the WBA 
single-survey high count (6500) was recorded in the Mermentau quad.   
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Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus 
 
 
The Great-tailed Grackle has expanded into Louisiana from Texas over the last half century. 
The species was reported occasionally in extreme western Louisiana in the middle of the 20th 
century (Lowery, 1974), but had established itself as a breeder in a relatively limited portion 
of southwestern Louisiana by the end of the 20th century (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000). Now, 
the Great-tailed Grackle has expanded out of the rice country, and has begun to cross the 
Mississippi River into eastern Louisiana, as well as moved into northern Louisiana, along the 
Red River. Between the LBBA and the SBA, the Great-tailed Grackle increased from 7% (25) to 
11% (36) of quads surveyed during both atlas efforts, and was recorded in 74 quads in total 
during the SBA. The Great-tailed Grackle favors open country, particularly marshy areas and 
aquaculture, and was generally found in areas to the north of the range of Boat-tailed 
Grackles. During the SBA, the highest abundance (130/hour) was recorded in the Lacassine 
quad, while during the WBA, the highest abundance (101/hour) was recorded in the Welsh 
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North quad. The SBA highest single-survey count (1000) was recorded in the Lacassine quad, 
while the highest single-survey WBA count (1000) was recorded in the Welsh South quad. 
 
Bronzed Cowbird Molothrus aeneus 
 
 
Another species that is actively expanding its range within Louisiana, the Bronzed Cowbird is 
now fairly common in southeastern Louisiana, and less common across the rest of southern 
Louisiana. Between the LBBA and the SBA, the Bronzed Cowbird increased from 5% (17) to 
13% (44) of quads surveyed during both atlases. During the SBA, the Bronzed Cowbird was 
most abundant in the Venice quad (3.8/hour), near the mouth of the Mississippi River. 
Abundance was lower during the WBA, with the highest abundance (2.7/hour) recorded in the 
Phoenix quad.  
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Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater 
 
 
The Brown-headed Cowbird is an abundant year-round resident in Louisiana. The Brown-
headed Cowbird occupies a variety of habitats, but avoids large tracts of dense forest, except 
when females are searching for hosts’ nests. Post-fledging juveniles will aggregate into large 
flocks, accounting for some of the higher abundances recorded in southwestern Louisiana 
during the SBA. During the winter, the Brown-headed Cowbird becomes an abundant species, 
when the numbers of local birds swell from an influx of migrants from farther north. As with 
the SBA, abundance during the WBA was centered on the southwestern rice country, but 
abundances were in general much higher. During the SBA, the highest abundance (92/hour) 
was recorded in the Lake Charles Southeast quad, while during the WBA, the highest 
abundance (2000/hour) was recorded in the Fairview quad. As with other some other species 
of blackbirds, single-survey high counts were informative. The SBA single-survey high count 
(645) was recorded in the Lake Charles Southeast quad, while the single-survey WBA high 
count (30,000) was recorded in the Crowley East quad.  
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Orchard Oriole Icterus spurius 
 
 
The Orchard Oriole is a common breeder throughout Louisiana, but reaches very high 
abundances in Louisiana’s coastal marsh zone, where it occupies low brushy habitat on spoil 
banks. Away from the coastal marshes, the Orchard Oriole favors a wide variety of open, 
scrubby habitats, including overgrown pastures, edges of deciduous forest, and young pine 
plantations. During the SBA, the highest abundance (23/hour) was recorded in the Deep Lake 
quad. The Orchard Oriole is rare in winter, and during the WBA was recorded singly in three 
quads in southeastern Louisiana (not shown).  
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Baltimore Oriole Icterus galbula 
 
 
The Baltimore Oriole has a rather limited breeding distribution in Louisiana: it is mostly 
restricted to cottonwood-dominated batture woodlands along Louisiana’s two major rivers, the 
Red and Mississippi. A few were also found in appropriate habitat along the Sabine and Pearl 
rivers, and in the flat former floodplain of the Mississippi River in northeastern Louisiana. 
Abundance was generally low: the mean SBA abundance was only 0.4/hour. The Baltimore 
Oriole is rare, but regular, in southern Louisiana during the winter, especially in suburban 
areas with feeders, and was recorded in 19 quads during the WBA. During the SBA, the 
highest abundance (2.7/hour) was recorded in the Batchelor quad.  
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House Finch Haemorhous mexicanus 
 
 
The House Finch was first recorded breeding in Louisiana in 1989, but has since spread across 
the state (Wiedenfeld and Swan, 2000). As the common name suggests, the House Finch is 
found in close association with human habitation, and quads that featured House Finches 
during both the SBA and the WBA generally were in areas with suburban residential areas. 
During the SBA, the highest abundance (3.2/hour) was recorded in the Lutcher quad, while 
the highest abundance recorded during the WBA (3.3/hour) was in the Baton Rouge West 
quad.  
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Purple Finch Haemorhous purpureus 
 
 
The Purple Finch is strictly a winter visitor to Louisiana, but occurs in variable numbers 
winter-to-winter. Because of the irregular and irruptive nature of their presence in Louisiana, 
the Purple Finches has a rather patchy distribution in the WBA. They were generally found in 
forested areas, and tended to avoid residential areas, except during larger invasions, when 
suburban bird feeders were visited frequently. During the WBA, the highest abundance 
(1.8/hour) was recorded in the Arcadia quad, in Bienville Parish. There were no SBA records.  
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Pine Siskin Spinus pinus 
 
 
Like the Purple Finch, the Pine Siskin tends to be highly variable in abundance in Louisiana, 
with just a handful present in many winters, but abundant in others. During the WBA, Pine 
Siskins were recorded in low abundances through most of the state, with higher abundances in 
northern-most Louisiana, where the species is generally more regular. It is most common in 
residential areas with bird feeders. During the WBA, the highest abundance (6.6/hour), was 
recorded in the Arizona quad.  
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American Goldfinch Spinus tristis 
 
 
The American Goldfinch is a common winter visitor to Louisiana. During the WBA, it was 
found virtually throughout the state. Abundance was generally lower along the coast, and 
highest in urban areas and adjacent forested areas, where attracted in large numbers to bird 
feeders. There was one record during the SBA, recorded in the Elm Grove quad in Caddo 
Parish. Summer records have been rare recently, but were more regular in the earlier part of 
the 20th century (Lowery, 1974). During the WBA, the highest abundance (34/hour) was 
recorded in the Bunkie quad.  
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House Sparrow Passer domesticus 
 
 
The House Sparrow is native to Eurasia, and arrived in Louisiana in New Orleans in 1874 
(Oberholser, 1938). It is now established throughout the state, wherever there is human 
habitation. In the Atlas project, it was more abundant in quads with larger urban areas. The 
highest abundance recorded during the SBA (53/hour) was recorded in the Thibodaux quad, 
while the highest abundance recorded during the WBA (58/hour) was recorded in the 
Transylvania quad.  
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Appendix A. List of Atlas Data Contributors 
Linda Adrion, Robby Bacon, Bruce Baird, Michael Baldwin, Heather Baldwin, Victoria Bayless, 
Linda Beall, James W. Beck, Phred Benham, Joyce Bennett, Laurence Binford, D. L. Bordelon, 
Justin Bosler, Devin Bosler, Matthew Brady, Chris Brantley, Jessica Brauch, Matthew Brooks, 
Gary Broussard, Marc Broussard, Suzanne Broussard, David Brown, Joan Brown, Robb 
Brumfield, Winston Caillouet, Steven W. Cardiff, Jonathan Carpenter, Jonathan Clark, Gerry 
Click, Paul Conover, John Conover, Michael Constant, Jacob C. Cooper, Jennifer Coulson, Terry 
Davis, Jim Delahoussaye, Cathy DiSalvo, Paul Dickson, John Dillon, Danny Dobbs, Rob Dobbs, 
Mara Domingue, Martina Driskell, Lehman Ellis, Susan Epps, Joelle Finley, Bill Finney, Marty 
Floyd, E. P. Floyd, Carol Foil, Bill Fontenot, Joan Garvey, Whitney Gayle, Jim Geisler, Richard 
Gibbons, Richard Greig, Deanna Griggs, Toddy Guidry, Dan Guillory, Laurence Hardy, Tommy 
Harold, Jeffrey Harris, Michael Harvey, Brian Henderson, Donata Henry, Erin Herbez, Hubert 
Hervey, Michael Hilferty, Patti Holland, Kim Hollier, Jay Huner, Tony Hylton, James Ingold, 
Becky Jackson, Erik Johnson, Jim Johnson, Scott Knaus, Alan Kneidel, Lainie Lahaye, Elias 
Landry, Brennan Landry, Keri Landry, Daniel Lane, Pat Lanier, Kimberly Lanka, Jimmy 
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Dean Maas, James Maley, Heather Mancuso, Beth Maniscalco, Ron Martin, Susan Martin, 
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Elmer Moore, Holly Morales, David Muth, Buford “Mac” Myers, Sarah Myers, Nancy L. Newfield, 
Donald Norman, Dan O'Malley, Brian O'Shea, Glenn Ousset, Roselie Overby, James Overby, 
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Bob Russell, Cameron Rutt, Jacob Saucier, Stacey Scarce, Amy Schock, Glenn Seeholzer, Lindsay 
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Appendix B. Very rare species excluded from the species accounts 
 
Common Name Scientific Name Number of Quads Season 
Trumpeter Swan Cygnus buccinator 1 Winter 
Cinnamon Teal Anas cyanoptera 6 Winter 
Black Scoter Melanitta americana 7 Both 
White-winged Scoter Melanitta fusca 11 Winter 
Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis 4 Winter 
Common Merganser Mergus merganser 1 Winter 
Red-throated Loon Gavia stellata 1 Winter 
Western Grebe Aechmophorus occidentalis 1 Winter 
Masked Booby Sula dactylatra 1 Summer 
Brown Booby Sula leucogaster 2 Summer 
Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos 1 Winter 
Harris's Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus 1 Winter 
White-tailed Hawk Geranoaetus albicaudatus 1 Winter 
Ferruginous Hawk Buteo regalis 1 Winter 
Black Rail Laterallus jamaicensis 1 Summer 
Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda 2 Summer 
Hudsonian Godwit Limosa haemastica 2 Summer 
Ruff Calidris pugnax 1 Winter 
Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor 7 Both 





Common Name Scientific Name Number of Quads Season 
Parasitic Jaeger Stercorarius parasiticus 1 Winter 
Razorbill Alca torda 1 Winter 
Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus 2 Both 
Franklin's Gull Leucophaeus pipixcan 4 Winter 
California Gull Larus californicus 1 Winter 
Thayer's Gull Larus thayeri 2 Winter 
Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus 5 Both 
Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus 8 Both  
Groove-billed Ani Crotophaga sulcirostris 4 Winter 
Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia 4 Winter 
Whip-poor-will Antrostomus vociferus 2 Winter 
Vaux's Swift Chaetura vauxii 2 Winter 
Anna's Hummingbird Calypte anna 1 Winter 
Broad-billed Hummingbird Cynanthus latirostris 3 Winter 
Alder Flycatcher Empidonax alnorum 1 Summer 
Gray Flycatcher Empidonax wrightii 1 Winter 
Crowned Slaty-Flycatcher Empidonomus aurantioatrocristatus 1 Summer 
Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus 2 Winter 
Couch's Kingbird Tyrannus couchii 2 Winter 
Gray Kingbird Tyrannus dominicensis 3 Summer 





Common Name Scientific Name Number of Quads Season 
Yellow-green Vireo Vireo flavoviridis 1 Summer 
Black-whiskered Vireo Vireo altiloquus 4 Summer 
Mountain Bluebird Sialia currucoides 1 Winter 
Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus 1 Summer 
Chestnut-collared Longspur Calcarius ornatus 1 Winter 
Smith's Longspur Calcarius pictus 1 Winter 
Tennessee Warbler Oreothlypis peregrina 1 Summer 
Nashville Warbler Oreothlypis ruficapilla 2 Winter 
MacGillivray's Warbler Geothlypis tolmei 1 Winter 
Cape May Warbler Setophaga tigrina 1 Winter 
Magnolia Warbler Setophaga magnolia 1 Summer 
Black-throated Gray 
Warbler Setophaga nigrescens 1 Winter 
Lark Bunting Calamospiza melanocorys 1 Winter 
Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana 5 Winter 
Black-headed Grosbeak Pheucticus melanocephalus 5 Winter 
Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis 1 Summer 




Appendix C. Species summary statistics, Summer Bird Atlas 
 














autumnalis 200 0.03 19.4 1.17 2.12 
Fulvous 
Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna bicolor 62 0.08 40.91 3.99 5.96 
Greater White-
fronted Goose Anser albifrons 2 0.06 0.07 0.07 0.01 
Snow Goose Chen caerulescens 3 0.02 0.07 0.04 0.03 
Ross's Goose Chen rossii 1 0.01 0.01 0.01 NA 
Canada Goose Branta canadensis 74 0.05 22.35 2.08 3.87 
Wood Duck Aix sponsa 316 0.02 11.9 0.7 1.13 
Gadwall Anas strepera 11 0.01 0.24 0.1 0.07 
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 64 0.02 9.96 0.69 1.51 
Mottled Duck Anas fulvigula 156 0.03 38.38 2.39 4.86 
Blue-winged 
Teal Anas discors 50 0.01 1.28 0.22 0.27 
Northern 















Mean Standard Deviation 
Northern Pintail Anas acuta 3 0.02 0.09 0.05 0.04 
Green-winged 
Teal Anas crecca 3 0.06 0.1 0.08 0.02 
Canvasback Aythya valisineria 2 0.08 0.15 0.12 0.05 
Redhead Aythya americana 3 0.06 0.1 0.08 0.02 
Ring-necked 
Duck Aythya collaris 5 0.02 0.24 0.08 0.09 
Greater Scaup Aythya marila 1 0.02 0.02 0.02 NA 
Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis 18 0.01 0.51 0.12 0.13 
Black Scoter Melanitta americana 2 0.04 0.2 0.12 0.11 
Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata 5 0.05 0.32 0.17 0.11 
Hooded 
Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus 13 0.01 0.17 0.06 0.05 
Red-breasted 
Merganser Mergus serrator 1 0.04 0.04 0.04 NA 
Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis 4 0.02 0.91 0.26 0.43 
Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo 97 0.01 1.86 0.26 0.3 
Northern 















Mean Standard Deviation 
Common Loon Gavia immer 3 0.02 0.2 0.1 0.09 
Pied-billed 
Grebe Podilymbus podiceps 107 0.01 8.85 0.72 1.42 
Wood Stork Mycteria americana 116 0.02 321.06 11.39 33.6 
Magnificent 
Frigatebird Fregata magnificens 36 0.03 153.17 8.94 26.98 
Masked Booby Sula dactylatra 1 0.04 0.04 0.04 NA 
Brown Booby Sula leucogaster 2 0.04 0.07 0.06 0.02 
Northern 




brasilianus 106 0.02 111.27 7.67 16.02 
Double-crested 
Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus 96 0.01 12.21 0.49 1.52 




erythrorhynchos 50 0.01 38.46 5.02 9.45 
Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis 59 0.01 2806.76 98.53 380.48 
American 
Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus 3 0.02 0.09 0.05 0.04 
















Mean Standard Deviation 
Great Blue 
Heron Ardea herodias 575 0.01 12 0.73 1.06 
Great Egret Ardea alba 615 0.04 150.52 6.2 15.56 
Snowy Egret Egretta thula 420 0.04 160 6.51 15.47 
Little Blue 
Heron Egretta caerulea 555 0.03 231.14 5.03 17.11 
Tricolored 
Heron Egretta tricolor 271 0.02 61 2.5 6.06 
Reddish Egret Egretta rufescens 29 0.02 3.97 0.72 0.84 
Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 594 0.02 1102.86 14.93 55.2 
Green Heron Butorides virescens 528 0.03 8.71 0.76 1.02 
Black-crowned 
Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 182 0.01 14.42 0.64 1.47 
Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron Nyctanassa violacea 299 0.01 10.3 1.08 1.7 
White Ibis Eudocimus albus 396 0.03 184.49 10.92 22.37 
Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 59 0.01 2.38 0.35 0.48 
White-faced Ibis Plegadis chihi 171 0.02 252.27 15.37 32.57 
Roseate 
Spoonbill Platalea ajaja 195 0.02 31.96 3.12 5.6 
















Mean Standard Deviation 
Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 585 0.02 16 1.36 1.31 
Osprey Pandion haliaetus 106 0.01 2 0.21 0.31 
White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus 4 0.05 0.47 0.17 0.2 
Swallow-tailed 
Kite Elanoides forficatus 74 0.01 3.69 0.34 0.61 
Mississippi Kite Ictinia mississippiensis 472 0.03 14.68 0.88 1.29 
Sharp-shinned 
Hawk Accipiter striatus 4 0.03 0.09 0.05 0.03 
Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii 149 0.02 0.65 0.11 0.08 
Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus 49 0.01 0.37 0.12 0.1 
Red-shouldered 
Hawk Buteo lineatus 437 0.02 3.4 0.33 0.36 
Broad-winged 
Hawk Buteo platypterus 204 0.01 0.8 0.14 0.11 
Swainson's 
Hawk Buteo swainsoni 41 0.02 0.66 0.18 0.15 
Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis 469 0.01 1.8 0.25 0.22 
Black Rail Laterallus jamaicensis 1 0.07 0.07 0.07 NA 















Mean Standard Deviation 
Clapper Rail Rallus crepitans 66 0.01 6.82 1.13 1.42 
Sora Porzana carolina 2 0.02 0.02 0.02 0 
Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinicus 65 0.02 27.18 1.13 3.5 
Common 
Gallinule Gallinula galeata 155 0.02 41.39 2.4 5.27 




mexicanus 198 0.03 68.06 5.44 10.67 
American Avocet Recurvirostra americana 33 0.04 284.53 12.55 50.11 
American 
Oystercatcher Haematopus palliatus 17 0.03 4.64 0.94 1.25 
Black-bellied 
Plover Pluvialis squatarola 40 0.01 8.57 1.24 1.6 
Snowy Plover Charadrius nivosus 10 0.02 0.61 0.17 0.23 




semipalmatus 30 0.01 8.8 1.58 2.07 
Piping Plover Charadrius melodus 11 0.02 1.33 0.21 0.38 
















Mean Standard Deviation 
Upland 
Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda 2 0.04 0.1 0.07 0.04 
Long-billed 
Curlew Numenius americanus 13 0.04 15 1.58 4.09 
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 25 0.02 3.55 0.43 0.73 
Hudsonian 
Godwit Limosa haemastica 2 0.09 0.09 0.09 0 
Marbled Godwit Limosa fedoa 26 0.02 2.96 0.5 0.77 
Ruddy 
Turnstone Arenaria interpres 30 0.13 6.73 1.09 1.3 
Red Knot Calidris canutus 11 0.04 6.62 1.15 1.96 
Stilt Sandpiper Calidris himantopus 23 0.01 12.19 2.12 3.33 
Sanderling Calidris alba 24 0.02 10.49 2.84 2.64 
Dunlin Calidris alpina 16 0.02 2.75 0.62 0.75 
Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla 68 0.02 61.89 3.42 9.15 
White-rumped 
Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis 29 0.03 5.42 0.87 1.45 
Pectoral 
Sandpiper Calidris melanotos 24 0.02 6.71 0.57 1.36 
Semipalmated 
Sandpiper Calidris pusilla 40 0.02 5.29 1.15 1.35 
Western 















Mean Standard Deviation 
Short-billed 




scolopaceus 18 0.04 15 2.05 4.55 
Dowitcher sp. Limnodromus griseus scolopaceus 20 0.06 18.67 2.68 4.83 
Wilson's Snipe Gallinago delicata 1 0.04 0.04 0.04 NA 
Wilson's 
Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor 3 0.07 0.41 0.18 0.2 
Spotted 
Sandpiper Actitis macularius 49 0.02 0.36 0.11 0.07 
Solitary 
Sandpiper Tringa solitaria 26 0.01 2.19 0.18 0.42 
Greater 
Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca 75 0.01 9.62 0.78 1.51 
Willet Tringa semipalmata 71 0.01 76.62 6.91 13.41 
Lesser 
Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes 71 0.01 87.89 6.64 16.93 
Pomarine Jaeger Stercorarius pomarinus 1 0.15 0.15 0.15 NA 
















Mean Standard Deviation 
Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla 164 0.02 3018.24 70.3 280.8 
Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis 27 0.01 1.63 0.27 0.4 
Herring Gull Larus argentatus 24 0.04 2.8 0.62 0.66 
Lesser Black-
backed Gull Larus fuscus 10 0.02 1.07 0.26 0.33 
Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus 3 0.05 0.13 0.08 0.04 
Great Black-
backed Gull Larus marinus 2 0.03 0.03 0.03 0 
Sooty Tern Onychoprion fuscatus 3 0.04 0.27 0.16 0.12 
Least Tern Sternula antillarum 105 0.02 224.44 13.58 33.02 
Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica 70 0.01 61.54 2.48 9.06 
Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia 83 0.01 22.4 1.67 3.48 
Black Tern Chlidonias niger 57 0.01 195.47 12.11 29.83 
Common Tern Sterna hirundo 30 0.03 42.86 3.5 7.91 
Forster's Tern Sterna forsteri 125 0.03 74.79 5.47 11.72 
















Mean Standard Deviation 
Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 48 0.08 3057.33 139.31 555.45 
Black Skimmer Rynchops niger 47 0.01 305.27 21.96 58.68 
Rock Pigeon Columba livia 281 0.03 16.96 1.47 2.28 
Eurasian 
Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto 437 0.02 17.53 1.07 1.5 
Inca Dove Columbina inca 253 0.02 1.9 0.31 0.3 
Common 
Ground-Dove Columbina passerina 17 0.01 0.6 0.14 0.16 
White-winged 
Dove Zenaida asiatica 85 0.01 11.3 0.72 1.43 




californianus 44 0.03 1.25 0.17 0.21 
Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus 593 0.03 5.38 0.8 0.69 
Barn Owl Tyto alba 14 0.01 0.24 0.09 0.07 
Eastern Screech-
Owl Megascops asio 110 0.01 1 0.16 0.15 
Great Horned 
Owl Bubo virginianus 110 0.01 1.2 0.15 0.18 














Mean Standard Deviation 
Common 




carolinensis 45 0.02 5.31 0.4 0.84 
Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica 512 0.02 9.3 1.05 1.21 
Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird Archilochus colubris 458 0.02 4.64 0.3 0.38 
Belted 




erythrocephalus 399 0.02 5.64 0.51 0.62 
Red-bellied 
Woodpecker Melanerpes carolinus 616 0.02 9.16 1.64 1.25 
Downy 
Woodpecker Picoides pubescens 583 0.02 2.99 0.64 0.5 
Hairy 
Woodpecker Picoides villosus 223 0.01 1.14 0.14 0.12 
Red-cockaded 
Woodpecker Picoides borealis 21 0.03 1.85 0.51 0.46 
















Mean Standard Deviation 
Pileated 
Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus 485 0.01 3.16 0.42 0.37 
Crested 
Caracara Caracara cheriway 15 0.04 0.4 0.14 0.09 
American 
Kestrel Falco sparverius 49 0.01 0.61 0.13 0.13 
Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus 12 0.01 2.54 0.71 0.85 
Eastern Wood-
Pewee Contopus virens 365 0.01 2.75 0.47 0.38 
Acadian 
Flycatcher Empidonax virescens 400 0.01 10.88 0.72 1.08 
Alder Flycatcher Empidonax alnorum 1 0.02 0.02 0.02 NA 
Willow 
Flycatcher Empidonax traillii 2 0.02 0.48 0.25 0.33 
Least Flycatcher Empidonax minimus 2 0.05 0.08 0.07 0.02 
Eastern Phoebe Sayornis phoebe 88 0.02 1.05 0.18 0.16 
Great Crested 
Flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus 544 0.02 3.99 0.59 0.5 




aurantioatrocristatus 1 0.04 0.04 0.04 NA 
Western 
















Mean Standard Deviation 
Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus 626 0.04 14.07 1.24 1.5 
Gray Kingbird Tyrannus dominicensis 3 0.03 0.09 0.05 0.03 
Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher Tyrannus forficatus 175 0.03 4.21 0.63 0.7 
Loggerhead 
Shrike Lanius ludovicianus 455 0.02 5.75 0.88 0.99 
White-eyed 
Vireo Vireo griseus 579 0.04 19.82 2.88 2.61 
Bell's Vireo Vireo bellii 8 0.01 0.25 0.1 0.08 
Yellow-throated 
Vireo Vireo flavifrons 372 0.03 2.07 0.33 0.28 
Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus 11 0.03 0.63 0.2 0.2 
Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus 457 0.01 18.59 1.4 1.84 
Yellow-green 
Vireo Vireo flavoviridis 1 0.04 0.04 0.04 NA 
Black-whiskered 
Vireo Vireo altiloquus 4 0.03 0.04 0.04 0.01 
Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata 617 0.03 22.4 3.66 3.18 
American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos 605 0.06 24.76 3.72 3.06 
















Mean Standard Deviation 





serripennis 238 0.02 136.84 4.95 13.44 
Purple Martin Progne subis 618 0.02 2312.46 11.71 94.5 
Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor 63 0.02 4.32 0.52 0.82 
Bank Swallow Riparia riparia 20 0.02 4.85 0.34 1.06 
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 652 0.03 44.44 5.24 5.53 
Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota 322 0.02 218.88 10.14 20.58 
Cave Swallow Petrochelidon fulva 40 0.02 4.67 0.79 1.21 
Carolina 
Chickadee Poecile carolinensis 613 0.04 13.22 2.2 1.79 
Tufted Titmouse Baeolophus bicolor 568 0.07 9.83 2.02 1.49 
White-breasted 
Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis 66 0.03 1.16 0.17 0.19 
Brown-headed 
Nuthatch Sitta pusilla 259 0.02 4.8 0.56 0.6 
















Mean Standard Deviation 
Carolina Wren Thryothorus ludovicianus 616 0.02 18.58 3.68 2.8 
Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea 436 0.01 5.48 0.83 0.9 
Eastern Bluebird Sialia sialis 515 0.01 13.4 1.56 1.36 
Swainson's 
Thrush Catharus ustulatus 1 0.02 0.02 0.02 NA 
Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina 324 0.01 2.56 0.57 0.5 
American Robin Turdus migratorius 201 0.01 6.16 0.51 0.75 
Gray Catbird Dumetella carolinensis 180 0.01 4.11 0.28 0.4 
Brown Thrasher Toxostoma rufum 515 0.01 4.43 0.61 0.67 
Northern 
Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos 635 0.03 27.28 5.75 4.72 
European 
Starling Sturnus vulgaris 519 0.05 1080.65 8.43 48.86 





















Mean Standard Deviation 
Louisiana 




noveboracensis 1 0.06 0.06 0.06 NA 
Black-and-white 
Warbler Mniotilta varia 134 0.01 0.73 0.16 0.14 
Prothonotary 




swainsonii 229 0.01 1.61 0.24 0.25 
Tennessee 
Warbler Oreothlypis peregrina 1 0.02 0.02 0.02 NA 
Kentucky 
Warbler Geothlypis formosa 329 0.01 3.33 0.4 0.44 
Common 
Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas 557 0.01 14.2 1.19 1.55 
Hooded Warbler Setophaga citrina 379 0.01 11.8 1.56 1.61 
American 
Redstart Setophaga ruticilla 75 0.02 4.86 0.34 0.71 
Northern Parula Setophaga americana 375 0.02 12.59 0.72 1.31 
Magnolia 
Warbler Setophaga magnolia 1 0.02 0.02 0.02 NA 
Yellow Warbler Setophaga petechia 10 0.02 0.2 0.09 0.07 

















Mean Standard Deviation 
Yellow-rumped 
Warbler Setophaga coronata 1 0.09 0.09 0.09 NA 
Yellow-throated 
Warbler Setophaga dominica 193 0.02 2.16 0.26 0.32 
Prairie Warbler Setophaga discolor 208 0.01 3.6 0.44 0.52 
Yellow-breasted 
Chat Icteria virens 475 0.01 18.92 2.17 2.29 
Bachman's 




savannarum 5 0.06 0.12 0.08 0.02 
Seaside Sparrow Ammodramus maritimus 57 0.05 35.87 4.55 6.45 
Chipping 
Sparrow Spizella passerina 149 0.01 4 0.43 0.48 
Field Sparrow Spizella pusilla 23 0.02 0.3 0.1 0.06 
Lark Sparrow Chondestes grammacus 73 0.02 1.3 0.24 0.24 
White-throated 




















Mean Standard Deviation 
Eastern Towhee Pipilo erythrophthalmus 442 0.01 13.33 1.37 1.69 
Summer 
Tanager Piranga rubra 481 0.01 3.28 0.84 0.6 
Northern 




ludovicianus 4 0.03 0.07 0.05 0.02 
Blue Grosbeak Passerina caerulea 485 0.01 3.99 0.67 0.64 
Indigo Bunting Passerina cyanea 565 0.01 14.8 2.99 2.61 
Painted Bunting Passerina ciris 518 0.02 6.43 1.05 1.15 
Dickcissel Spiza americana 257 0.01 23.17 1.79 2.98 
Red-winged 
Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus 591 0.03 122.34 13.38 17.34 
Western 
Meadowlark Sturnella neglecta 1 0.04 0.04 0.04 NA 
Eastern 
Meadowlark Sturnella magna 454 0.02 16.26 1.63 2.22 
Common 
Grackle Quiscalus quiscula 523 0.03 204.71 4.99 11.91 
Boat-tailed 
Grackle Quiscalus major 147 0.03 74.5 7.92 12.06 
Great-tailed 
















Mean Standard Deviation 
Bronzed 
Cowbird Molothrus aeneus 74 0.01 3.81 0.48 0.67 
Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis 1 0.06 0.06 0.06 NA 
Brown-headed 
Cowbird Molothrus ater 626 0.04 92.15 2.95 5.24 
Orchard Oriole Icterus spurius 593 0.03 22.8 1.48 2.41 
Baltimore Oriole Icterus galbula 111 0.02 2.67 0.36 0.45 
House Finch Haemorhous mexicanus 173 0.02 3.18 0.52 0.65 
American 
Goldfinch Spinus tristis 1 0.03 0.03 0.03 NA 




Appendix D. Species summary statistics, Winter Bird Atlas 
 











autumnalis 20 0.02 274.33 22.70 67.10 
Fulvous 
Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna bicolor 12 0.01 44.78 5.86 12.97 
Greater White-
fronted Goose Anser albifrons 145 0.01 682.11 34.97 76.86 
Snow Goose Chen caerulescens 197 0.01 6030.15 273.62 666.40 
Ross's Goose Chen rossii 92 0.01 24.78 1.10 3.03 
Cackling Goose Branta hutchinsii 32 0.02 66.6 7.13 15.08 
Canada Goose Branta canadensis 99 0.03 19.56 1.92 3.56 
Trumpeter 
Swan Cygnus buccinator 1 0.02 0.02 0.02 NA 
Wood Duck Aix sponsa 393 0.01 15.54 0.87 1.45 
Gadwall Anas strepera 266 0.01 585.73 13.78 49.51 
American 
Wigeon Anas americana 126 0.01 141.61 3.23 13.44 












Mean Standard Deviation 
Mottled Duck Anas fulvigula 113 0.01 84 2.48 9.75 
Blue-winged 
Teal Anas discors 154 0.01 275 9.08 29.48 
Cinnamon Teal Anas cyanoptera 6 0.03 0.12 0.06 0.03 
Northern 
Shoveler Anas clypeata 225 0.01 503.42 25.63 67.34 
Northern 
Pintail Anas acuta 133 0.02 397.26 20.16 52.61 
Green-winged 
Teal Anas crecca 185 0.01 1250 31.18 108.22 
Canvasback Aythya valisineria 92 0.01 402.06 9.11 43.20 
Redhead Aythya americana 67 0.01 18.1 1.28 2.77 
Ring-necked 
Duck Aythya collaris 201 0.01 722.13 11.87 58.80 
Greater Scaup Aythya marila 48 0.01 3.86 0.35 0.65 
Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis 212 0.03 1163.44 53.02 169.82 
Black Scoter Melanitta americana 5 0.01 0.14 0.10 0.05 














Mean Standard Deviation 
White-winged 
Scoter Melanitta fusca 10 0.01 0.34 0.10 0.12 
Long-tailed 
Duck Clangula hyemalis 4 0.03 0.06 0.05 0.01 
Bufflehead Bucephala albeola 76 0.01 32 2.76 5.24 
Common 




cucullatus 192 0.01 5.65 0.54 0.73 
Common 
Merganser Mergus merganser 1 0.02 0.02 0.02 NA 
Red-breasted 
Merganser Mergus serrator 56 0.01 13 1.34 2.17 
Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis 110 0.01 186.38 8.98 22.35 
Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo 57 0.01 3.24 0.40 0.63 
Northern 
Bobwhite Colinus virginianus 21 0.03 1.17 0.24 0.24 
Red-throated 
Loon Gavia stellata 1 0.15 0.15 0.15 NA 














Mean Standard Deviation 
Pied-billed 
Grebe Podilymbus podiceps 393 0.01 40 1.05 2.81 
Horned Grebe Podiceps auritus 34 0.01 1.49 0.36 0.47 
Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 13 0.01 0.26 0.08 0.08 
Western Grebe Aechmophorus occidentalis 1 0.02 0.02 0.02 NA 
Wood Stork Mycteria americana 1 0.17 0.17 0.17 NA 
Magnificent 
Frigatebird Fregata magnificens 1 0.02 0.02 0.02 NA 
Northern 








auritus 420 0.02 662.67 17.35 52.57 


















Mean Standard Deviation 
Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis 118 0.01 137.14 7.72 16.52 
American 
Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus 32 0.01 0.5 0.07 0.10 
Least Bittern Ixobrychus exilis 3 0.02 0.1 0.06 0.04 
Great Blue 
Heron Ardea herodias 537 0.02 7.75 0.86 1.03 
Great Egret Ardea alba 492 0.04 64.81 3.13 6.30 
Snowy Egret Egretta thula 246 0.02 52.36 2.73 5.11 
Little Blue 
Heron Egretta caerulea 145 0.01 3.68 0.47 0.59 
Tricolored 
Heron Egretta tricolor 112 0.01 21.19 0.69 2.06 
Reddish Egret Egretta rufescens 16 0.02 1.11 0.31 0.32 
Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 132 0.04 70.2 2.07 6.30 
Green Heron Butorides virescens 46 0.01 0.5 0.11 0.13 
Black-crowned 




Nyctanassa violacea 14 0.01 0.5 0.09 0.13 













Mean Standard Deviation 
Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 52 0.01 1.39 0.18 0.22 
White-faced 
Ibis Plegadis chihi 95 0.01 1264.5 78.76 173.64 
Roseate 
Spoonbill Platalea ajaja 73 0.01 17.32 1.65 2.73 
Black Vulture Coragyps atratus 449 0.02 10.94 1.56 1.80 
Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 552 0.04 41.79 3.34 4.27 
Osprey Pandion haliaetus 159 0.01 5.5 0.26 0.53 
White-tailed 
Kite Elanus leucurus 26 0.03 0.91 0.16 0.19 
Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos 2 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.00 
Northern 
Harrier Circus cyaneus 372 0.01 6.8 0.57 0.84 
Sharp-shinned 
Hawk Accipiter striatus 232 0.01 0.44 0.07 0.05 
Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii 292 0.01 0.67 0.09 0.07 














Mean Standard Deviation 




albicaudatus 1 0.05 0.05 0.05 NA 
Red-shouldered 
Hawk Buteo lineatus 478 0.01 4 0.45 0.41 
Broad-winged 
Hawk Buteo platypterus 15 0.03 0.49 0.15 0.14 
Swainson's 
Hawk Buteo swainsoni 6 0.04 0.1 0.05 0.02 
Red-tailed 
Hawk Buteo jamaicensis 541 0.02 27.13 1.09 1.69 
Ferruginous 
Hawk Buteo regalis 3 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.00 
King Rail Rallus elegans 51 0.01 3.36 0.29 0.57 
Clapper Rail Rallus crepitans 43 0.01 1.03 0.32 0.28 
Virginia Rail Rallus limicola 53 0.01 0.75 0.15 0.18 
Sora Porzana carolina 106 0.01 5.98 0.25 0.63 
Common 
Gallinule Gallinula galeata 127 0.01 485.12 8.77 48.11 













Mean Standard Deviation 














palliatus 13 0.04 2 0.62 0.63 
Black-bellied 
Plover Pluvialis squatarola 63 0.04 37.46 4.28 7.16 
Snowy Plover Charadrius nivosus 17 0.05 6.86 1.25 1.60 




semipalmatus 33 0.01 61.86 5.61 11.61 
Piping Plover Charadrius melodus 20 0.04 37.14 4.49 8.07 




americanus 10 0.06 17.39 3.46 5.73 















Mean Standard Deviation 
Marbled 
Godwit Limosa fedoa 14 0.05 12.13 2.42 3.56 
Ruddy 
Turnstone Arenaria interpres 27 0.04 10.27 2.58 2.60 
Red Knot Calidris canutus 8 0.11 9.62 2.51 3.27 
Ruff Calidris pugnax 1 0.02 0.02 0.02 NA 
Stilt Sandpiper Calidris himantopus 20 0.01 7.65 1.23 1.94 
Sanderling Calidris alba 29 0.03 108.57 23.93 24.48 
Dunlin Calidris alpina 85 0.03 1944.29 74.17 258.11 
Least 
Sandpiper Calidris minutilla 126 0.01 91.06 5.05 10.32 
Pectoral 
Sandpiper Calidris melanotos 2 0.07 0.11 0.09 0.03 
Western 
Sandpiper Calidris mauri 66 0.01 2357.14 66.47 303.97 
Short-billed 


















Mean Standard Deviation 
Wilson's Snipe Gallinago delicata 305 0.01 27.91 1.69 3.47 
American 
Woodcock Scolopax minor 103 0.01 1.26 0.15 0.21 
Wilson's 
Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor 4 0.02 0.07 0.04 0.02 
Spotted 
Sandpiper Actitis macularius 111 0.01 0.57 0.10 0.10 
Solitary 
Sandpiper Tringa solitaria 5 0.01 0.12 0.04 0.04 
Greater 
Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca 225 0.01 45 1.58 3.65 
Willet Tringa semipalmata 46 0.01 47.86 4.48 8.05 
Lesser 




pomarinus 4 0.08 0.52 0.30 0.23 
Parasitic Jaeger Stercorarius parasiticus 1 0.01 0.01 0.01 NA 

















philadelphia 91 0.01 166.67 3.85 17.57 
Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus 1 0.19 0.19 0.19 NA 
Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla 161 0.01 650 27.02 75.12 
Franklin's Gull Leucophaeus pipixcan 4 0.01 0.17 0.06 0.08 
Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis 291 0.01 1946.62 23.03 120.18 
California Gull Larus californicus 1 0.02 0.02 0.02 NA 
Herring Gull Larus argentatus 140 0.01 62.5 3.20 7.91 
Thayer's Gull Larus thayeri 2 0.01 0.06 0.04 0.04 
Lesser Black-
backed Gull Larus fuscus 21 0.01 2.86 0.38 0.74 
Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus 2 0.03 0.13 0.08 0.07 
Great Black-
backed Gull Larus marinus 6 0.05 0.8 0.23 0.28 













Mean Standard Deviation 
Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia 105 0.01 32 1.12 3.61 
Common Tern Sterna hirundo 3 0.04 0.08 0.05 0.02 
Forster's Tern Sterna forsteri 210 0.01 131.43 5.31 13.70 
Royal Tern Thalasseus maximus 81 0.01 214.29 5.68 24.38 
Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 1 0.16 0.16 0.16 NA 
Black Skimmer Rynchops niger 25 0.02 191.11 23.66 42.96 
Rock Pigeon Columba livia 275 0.01 73.65 3.00 6.90 
Eurasian 
Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto 359 0.03 5.33 0.79 0.90 
Inca Dove Columbina inca 167 0.01 1.99 0.28 0.32 
Common 
Ground-Dove Columbina passerina 29 0.01 0.4 0.10 0.09 
White-winged 












Mean Standard Deviation 








californianus 11 0.01 0.22 0.08 0.06 
Barn Owl Tyto alba 39 0.01 0.33 0.07 0.07 
Eastern 
Screech-Owl Megascops asio 128 0.01 0.58 0.09 0.08 
Great Horned 
Owl Bubo virginianus 172 0.01 1.59 0.10 0.17 
Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia 4 0.02 0.27 0.13 0.11 
Barred Owl Strix varia 263 0.01 1.4 0.17 0.17 
Short-eared 






















Mean Standard Deviation 
Vaux's Swift Chaetura vauxi 2 0.05 0.09 0.07 0.03 
Ruby-throated 














platycercus 8 0.01 0.07 0.03 0.02 
Rufous 
Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus 40 0.01 1.01 0.23 0.26 
Allen's 




sasin 19 0.01 0.19 0.06 0.04 
Calliope 













Mean Standard Deviation 
Broad-billed 




yucatanensis 26 0.01 0.33 0.11 0.10 
Belted 




erythrocephalus 239 0.01 4.62 0.24 0.38 
Red-bellied 
Woodpecker Melanerpes carolinus 541 0.01 6.14 1.59 1.06 
Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius 508 0.01 3.2 0.48 0.41 
Downy 
Woodpecker Picoides pubescens 521 0.02 4.6 0.66 0.53 
Hairy 
Woodpecker Picoides villosus 322 0.01 1.33 0.16 0.17 
Red-cockaded 















Mean Standard Deviation 
Northern 
Flicker Colaptes auratus 497 0.02 3 0.53 0.47 
Pileated 
Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus 431 0.01 2.5 0.40 0.36 
Crested 
Caracara Caracara cheriway 22 0.01 0.3 0.12 0.08 
American 
Kestrel Falco sparverius 481 0.01 3 0.53 0.58 
Merlin Falco columbarius 143 0.01 0.64 0.08 0.09 
Peregrine 
Falcon Falco peregrinus 75 0.01 1 0.13 0.20 
Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus 9 0.01 1.74 0.56 0.55 
Least 
Flycatcher Empidonax minimus 11 0.01 0.5 0.09 0.14 
Gray Flycatcher Empidonax wrightii 1 0.18 0.18 0.18 NA 
Eastern Phoebe Sayornis phoebe 552 0.04 4.15 1.01 0.74 
Say's Phoebe Sayornis saya 8 0.02 0.12 0.06 0.03 
Vermilion 






















tyrannulus 5 0.01 0.13 0.05 0.05 




melancholicus 2 0.02 0.35 0.19 0.23 
Couch's 
Kingbird Tyrannus couchii 2 0.03 0.04 0.04 0.01 
Western 
Kingbird Tyrannus verticalis 13 0.01 0.61 0.14 0.19 
Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher Tyrannus forficatus 10 0.01 0.62 0.17 0.20 
Fork-tailed 
Flycatcher Tyrannus savana 1 0.03 0.03 0.03 NA 
Loggerhead 
Shrike Lanius ludovicianus 438 0.02 5.45 0.73 0.85 
White-eyed 
Vireo Vireo griseus 190 0.01 1.5 0.19 0.21 
Bell's Vireo Vireo bellii 5 0.02 0.06 0.04 0.01 
Blue-headed 












Mean Standard Deviation 
Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata 540 0.05 18.46 3.22 2.58 
American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos 535 0.02 156.83 6.33 10.60 
Fish Crow Corvus ossifragus 385 0.01 111.11 2.23 7.36 





serripennis 8 0.02 1.4 0.26 0.47 
Purple Martin Progne subis 218 0.01 12.67 0.45 1.07 
Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor 226 0.03 1000 22.88 86.29 
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 2 0.01 0.04 0.03 0.02 
Cave Swallow Petrochelidon fulva 2 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.00 
Carolina 
Chickadee Poecile carolinensis 529 0.04 14.44 2.45 1.80 
Tufted 













Mean Standard Deviation 
Red-breasted 
Nuthatch Sitta canadensis 53 0.01 0.9 0.11 0.16 
White-breasted 
Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis 77 0.01 0.67 0.17 0.16 
Brown-headed 
Nuthatch Sitta pusilla 236 0.03 7.78 0.70 0.85 
Brown Creeper Certhia americana 265 0.01 1.6 0.16 0.17 
House Wren Troglodytes aedon 467 0.01 2.33 0.39 0.39 
Winter Wren Troglodytes hiemalis 280 0.01 2.14 0.18 0.22 
Sedge Wren Cistothorus platensis 186 0.01 1.58 0.22 0.28 
Marsh Wren Cistothorus palustris 163 0.01 4.5 0.35 0.53 
Carolina Wren Thryothorus ludovicianus 539 0.04 13.08 2.13 1.68 
Bewick's Wren Thryomanes bewickii 30 0.01 0.29 0.08 0.07 
Blue-gray 

















Mean Standard Deviation 
Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet Regulus calendula 540 0.05 7.85 1.66 1.32 
Eastern 
Bluebird Sialia sialis 504 0.01 15.78 2.28 1.94 
Mountain 
Bluebird Sialia currucoides 1 0.02 0.02 0.02 NA 
Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus 484 0.01 5.22 0.70 0.78 
Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina 1 0.05 0.05 0.05 NA 
American 
Robin Turdus migratorius 540 0.05 450 18.87 34.44 
Gray Catbird Dumetella carolinensis 323 0.01 6.55 0.34 0.54 
Brown 
Thrasher Toxostoma rufum 468 0.01 6.27 0.42 0.58 
Northern 
Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos 554 0.05 16 1.87 1.51 
European 
Starling Sturnus vulgaris 487 0.04 144.93 9.77 17.43 
American Pipit Anthus rubescens 372 0.02 86.29 6.14 8.84 












Mean Standard Deviation 
Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum 451 0.04 72.69 5.56 7.87 
Lapland 




Calcarius ornatus 1 0.05 0.05 0.05 NA 
Smith's 
Longspur Calcarius pictus 1 1.88 1.88 1.88 NA 








noveboracensis 20 0.01 0.5 0.08 0.10 
Black-and-








ruficapilla 2 0.04 0.05 0.05 0.01 
MacGillivray's 
Warbler Geothlypis tolmiei 1 0.01 0.01 0.01 NA 
Common 












Mean Standard Deviation 
American 
Redstart Setophaga ruticilla 2 0.03 0.04 0.04 0.01 
Cape May 
Warbler Setophaga tigrina 1 0.01 0.01 0.01 NA 
Northern 
Parula Setophaga americana 4 0.01 0.15 0.06 0.06 
Yellow Warbler Setophaga petechia 6 0.01 0.07 0.03 0.02 
Palm Warbler Setophaga palmarum 159 0.01 19 0.51 1.62 
Pine Warbler Setophaga pinus 478 0.02 29.33 1.90 2.45 
Yellow-rumped 




Setophaga dominica 17 0.01 0.14 0.04 0.04 
Prairie Warbler Setophaga discolor 14 0.01 0.12 0.04 0.03 
Black-throated 
Gray Warbler Setophaga nigrescens 1 0.01 0.01 0.01 NA 
Black-throated 
Green Warbler Setophaga virens 5 0.01 0.11 0.05 0.05 
Wilson's 
Warbler Cardellina pusilla 75 0.01 0.43 0.09 0.08 
Yellow-












Mean Standard Deviation 
Bachman's 




















maritimus 33 0.01 12.5 0.74 2.17 
Chipping 
Sparrow Spizella passerina 469 0.01 42.86 4.35 4.73 
Clay-colored 
Sparrow Spizella pallida 7 0.03 0.09 0.04 0.02 
Field Sparrow Spizella pusilla 323 0.01 3.74 0.50 0.64 
Lark Sparrow Chondestes grammacus 19 0.01 1.07 0.17 0.25 
Lark Bunting Calamospiza melanocorys 1 0.04 0.04 0.04 NA 












Mean Standard Deviation 
Dark-eyed 




leucophrys 252 0.01 26.87 1.59 2.93 
Harris's 
Sparrow Zonotrichia querula 28 0.01 0.86 0.14 0.20 
White-throated 
Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis 534 0.07 46.75 5.72 5.52 




sandwichensis 495 0.01 171.14 9.14 16.08 
Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia 528 0.02 13.06 1.38 1.39 
Lincoln's 
Sparrow Melospiza lincolnii 168 0.01 1.5 0.13 0.16 
Swamp 
Sparrow Melospiza georgiana 502 0.03 21.38 2.13 2.67 
Green-tailed 
Towhee Pipilo chlorurus 13 0.01 0.08 0.04 0.02 
Spotted 




erythrophthalmus 452 0.01 6.38 0.89 1.00 
Summer 
Tanager Piranga rubra 9 0.01 0.07 0.03 0.02 
Western 











Mean Standard Deviation 
Northern 








melanocephalus 5 0.01 0.06 0.03 0.02 
Blue Grosbeak Passerina caerulea 8 0.01 0.04 0.02 0.01 
Indigo Bunting Passerina cyanea 16 0.01 0.18 0.05 0.05 
Painted 
Bunting Passerina ciris 27 0.01 0.27 0.05 0.06 
Dickcissel Spiza americana 11 0.01 0.25 0.06 0.07 
Red-winged 




Meadowlark Sturnella neglecta 25 0.01 6.58 0.92 1.62 
Eastern 




xanthocephalus 15 0.04 9.48 0.88 2.40 
















Mean Standard Deviation 
Common 
Grackle Quiscalus quiscula 474 0.04 22803.98 83.73 1050.73 
Boat-tailed 
Grackle Quiscalus major 135 0.05 322.31 15.21 33.82 
Great-tailed 
Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus 69 0.01 101.32 8.72 18.08 
Bronzed 
Cowbird Molothrus aeneus 21 0.01 2.71 0.35 0.60 
Brown-headed 
Cowbird Molothrus ater 414 0.03 2000 38.95 174.04 
Orchard Oriole Icterus spurius 3 0.02 0.04 0.03 0.01 
Bullock's Oriole Icterus bullockii 2 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.01 
Baltimore 
Oriole Icterus galbula 19 0.01 0.14 0.04 0.04 
House Finch Haemorhous mexicanus 153 0.01 3.26 0.36 0.45 
Purple Finch Haemorhous purpureus 110 0.01 1.78 0.21 0.27 
Pine Siskin Spinus pinus 75 0.01 6.64 0.50 1.02 
American 
Goldfinch Spinus tristis 508 0.02 34.33 2.79 3.55 




Appendix E. Effort and species richness, by quad 
 
Quads Summer Effort Winter Effort Summer Species Richness 
Winter Species 
Richness 
Abbeville East  10.27 20 96 103 
Abbeville West  11.75 23.2 86 126 
Ada  10.83 10.5 73 58 
Addis  9.7 21.53 73 94 
Afeman  13.42 18.13 72 62 
Aimwell  24.85 NA 65 NA 
Albany  11.25 10.17 65 59 
Alexandria  35.42 24.5 78 81 
Allen  8.5 21.17 83 81 
Aloha  11 21 67 92 
Amelia  10.17 NA 65 NA 
Amite  12.75 NA 66 NA 
Angie  10 18.67 76 75 
Arcadia  11 12.33 73 70 
Arizona  14.17 73.92 78 83 
Arnaudville  10.25 46.42 59 98 
Ashland  11.25 NA 63 NA 
Ashly  5.15 5.67 60 46 
Athens  21.33 32 84 78 
Atlanta  10.97 NA 52 NA 
Ball  11.08 11.33 64 55 
Barataria Pass  26.58 41.42 70 93 
Barataria  11 12.42 68 85 
Basile  10.47 NA 71 NA 
Baskinton  13.25 NA 60 NA 
Bastian Bay  17.78 3.75 50 41 
Bastrop  10.3 23.83 67 82 
Batchelor  5.25 16 63 74 
Baton Rouge 
East  30.08 60.38 72 95 
Baton Rouge 
West  70.5 211.27 93 147 
Baxter Bayou  16.67 21.17 66 71 
Bay Batiste  10 NA 22 NA 
Bay Coquette  7.5 NA 52 NA 
Bay Courant  1.67 NA 27 NA 





Quads Summer Effort Winter Effort Summer Species Richness 
Winter Species 
Richness 
Bayou Blanc  1 NA 22 NA 
Bayou Boeuf  20.88 8.75 74 70 
Bayou 
Cocodrie  5.1 3.83 52 45 
Bayou 
L’Ivoigne  12.75 18 58 61 
Bayou Lucien  12.75 NA 42 NA 
Bayou Pierre 
Lake  10.58 22.17 82 77 
Bayou Sauveur  5.02 1 48 37 
Bayou Sorrel  11.77 21.58 68 79 
Bear Skin  10.1 20.83 55 65 
Beaver  10 NA 58 NA 
Bee Bayou  11.5 22 56 62 
Beech Bayou  10.23 24.92 65 77 
Beekman  10.3 NA 66 NA 
Beggs  16.95 23.17 72 92 
Belle Chasse  37.08 43.42 83 114 
Belle D Eau  10.5 20.25 70 82 
Belle Pass  37.5 25.92 74 67 
Belle Rose  10 20.63 64 79 
Bellwood  10.08 10.58 50 46 
Belmont  10.75 NA 71 NA 
Benton  11.17 21.83 79 77 
Bernice  11.15 NA 60 NA 
Bertrandville  32.4 22.83 83 98 
Bienville  10 NA 69 NA 
Big Bend  12 14 74 70 
Bird Island 
Point  32.27 33.6 89 96 
Birds Creek  15.68 17.33 48 44 
Black Lake  5.03 10.42 57 82 
Blackburn  11.33 17 68 63 
Blanchard  39 59.92 78 91 
Blankston  11.5 20.43 53 54 
Bluff Creek  10.17 22.92 73 80 
Bodcau Lake  10 16.5 68 70 
Bogalusa East  5 NA 30 NA 
Bogalusa West  11.33 10.25 70 51 




Quads Summer Effort Winter Effort Summer Species Richness 
Winter Species 
Richness 
Boneset Creek  NA 8.17 NA 43 
Bonita  11.17 21.58 63 74 
Bonita 
Southwest  13.83 16.5 63 67 
Bonnet Carre 
Northeast  NA 1 NA 40 
Bosco  14 17.5 67 69 
Bossier City  47.75 17.42 98 68 
Bossier Point  10.42 20.83 73 107 
Boudreaux 
Lake  14.85 21.38 89 119 
Boyce  18 21.92 68 85 
Branch  14.83 16.57 81 101 
Breaux Bridge  19.33 48.5 79 126 
Brimstone  10.3 NA 49 NA 
Broussard  66.02 68.3 91 115 
Browns Lake  NA 2.67 NA 40 
Brushy Creek  NA 10.17 NA 70 
Bryceland  10 20.25 64 75 
Buckeye 
Northeast  10.12 26.6 60 88 
Buhler  11.5 20.5 60 84 
Bunkie  33.13 50.33 67 78 
Buras  21.92 23.25 93 132 
Burr Ferry  NA 10.5 NA 59 
Bush  12.75 41.25 76 87 
Butte Larose  11.25 34.17 80 86 
Cadeville  15.18 23.58 66 55 
Calhoun  32.98 29.42 69 60 
Calumet Island  4.5 15.75 35 59 
Calvin  10.55 10.92 57 57 
Cameron 
Farms  NA 1 NA 31 
Cameron  40.4 80.25 106 168 
Caminada Pass  28.1 41.65 74 100 
Campti  12.67 NA 81 NA 
Caraway Lake  10.2 9.38 55 56 
Carencro 
Bayou  5 NA 46 NA 




Quads Summer Effort Winter Effort Summer Species Richness 
Winter Species 
Richness 
Carterville  19.57 21.5 79 78 
Carville  14.08 26.67 71 78 
Cat Island Pass  15 10.08 28 56 
Catahoula  NA 10.75 NA 102 
Cecilia  10.8 20.67 62 91 
Cedarton  13.63 24.8 73 59 
Centerville 
Northeast  10.83 NA 54 NA 
Centerville 
Northwest  NA 10 NA 62 
Centerville  11.92 1.25 71 33 
Central Isles 
Dernieres  26.5 1 56 15 
Chalmette  136.08 83.58 96 130 
Chamblee  NA 1.17 NA 25 
Charenton  5 NA 67 NA 
Chataignier  10.28 NA 75 NA 
Chatham  11.93 31.48 69 74 
Chatham 
Southeast  12.4 24.27 50 54 
Chef Menteur  24.67 28.25 87 127 
Cheneyville  16.72 46.67 81 112 
Chenier au 
Tigre  25.83 16.92 45 93 
Chesbrough  15.65 10.5 72 52 
Chestnut  11 21.92 61 71 
Chipola  11.33 20.17 66 66 
Church Point  23.58 21.42 82 97 
Clarks  14.45 NA 69 NA 
Clay  17.42 20.75 70 63 
Clear Lake  17.83 24.08 84 109 
Clifton  25.32 11.5 79 66 
Clinton  20.5 22.75 75 75 
Cloutierville  10 7.33 64 55 
Cocodrie Lake  11.25 1.92 65 30 
Cocodrie  13.92 4 57 45 
Colfax  22.67 28 91 102 
Collinston East  12.27 16.67 59 73 
Collinston 




Quads Summer Effort Winter Effort Summer Species Richness 
Winter Species 
Richness 
Colquitt  14.5 23.42 75 78 
Columbia  15.33 12.83 72 64 
Comite  21.25 50.5 65 72 
Como  10.75 15.78 50 65 
Congo Creek  12.15 2.25 49 46 
Convent  23.75 18.33 75 68 
Converse  10 NA 82 NA 
Coochie Break  14.07 20.75 65 62 
Coquille Point  NA 1.25 NA 44 
Cotton Plant  15.55 13.75 59 47 
Cotton Valley  12.83 NA 68 NA 
Cottonport  10 1 65 31 
Coup Point  12.75 12.08 73 61 
Coushatta  17.5 20.25 92 95 
Covington  65.25 69 85 110 
Cow Bayou  12.45 1.75 73 34 
Cow Island  20.67 22.53 93 138 
Creole  15.92 22.17 88 122 
Crew Lake  47.58 64.37 93 101 
Crowley East  12.08 26.32 76 122 
Crowley West  16.17 22.53 87 114 
Crowville  10.42 12.08 62 69 
Cullen  11 20 88 94 
Curr Creek  11.57 20.75 64 87 
Cutoff  10.25 13.7 71 77 
Cypremort 
Point  NA 2.92 NA 35 
Danville  10.17 3 70 47 
Deep Lake  5 NA 50 NA 
Deer Park  5.12 NA 62 NA 
Delacroix  84.25 52.5 89 116 
Delcambre  32.12 45.08 74 118 
Delhi  11.58 16.67 59 75 
DeLoutre  18.53 13.23 67 55 
Denham 
Springs  16.3 29.83 84 95 
DeRidder  5 34.67 62 82 
Des Allemands  NA 21.53 NA 102 
Dixie  24 21.58 69 78 




Quads Summer Effort Winter Effort Summer Species Richness 
Winter Species 
Richness 
Dodson  10.08 NA 72 NA 
Donaldsonville  11.58 21 57 82 
Dowden Creek  10.67 21.75 59 67 
Downsville 
North  20.85 27.17 85 80 
Downsville 
South  18.05 25.08 78 60 
Doyline  10.83 9.75 68 68 
Dry Creek  10.33 20.67 71 75 
Dry Prong  11.08 10.42 53 43 
Dubach  11.53 21 83 73 
Dulac  11.5 20.8 73 107 
Dunn  14.37 21.17 64 69 
Duralde  10 NA 83 NA 
Duson  10.5 68.47 64 142 
East Bay Junop  12.63 NA 43 NA 
East Hamilton  NA 5.17 NA 33 
East Isles 
Dernieres  32.92 20.67 67 58 
East Point  26.92 29.58 105 102 
Eastwood  12.33 21.42 66 87 
Echo  15.78 NA 53 NA 
Effie  7.17 NA 48 NA 
Elizabeth  10.25 NA 64 NA 
Elm Grove  58.95 43.92 128 107 
Elm Park  10.42 27.17 65 66 
Elmer  30.17 35.5 73 73 
Elton  10.68 NA 77 NA 
Empire  10.67 22.33 71 110 
English 
Lookout  2.5 6.03 7 44 
Enon  18.42 46.33 76 89 
Enterprise  23.57 23.92 81 66 
Epps  16.33 21.58 71 92 
Eros  17.02 30.33 68 62 
Erwinville  10.5 17.33 68 76 
Eunice North  5.07 10.75 59 85 
Eunice South  13.17 20.55 71 111 
Evangeline  11 NA 70 NA 




Quads Summer Effort Winter Effort Summer Species Richness 
Winter Species 
Richness 
Evelyn  10.58 24.25 89 85 
Extension  10.17 15.33 66 95 
Fairview Alpha  14.75 21 83 82 
Fairview  5.03 2 63 40 
Farmerville  13.63 29.92 75 88 
Fearman Lake  26.58 11.25 57 85 
Felps  1.25 NA 42 NA 
Fenton  12.42 23.83 77 119 
Ferriday North  10.48 1.5 59 57 
Ferriday South  10.58 1.52 71 44 
Fields  9.88 17 66 59 
Fish Lake  13.08 21.92 70 80 
Fishville  10.67 12.17 59 51 
Fiske  10.98 12.2 61 68 
Flat Creek  10.75 NA 51 NA 
Floating Turf 
Bayou  7.42 NA 66 NA 
Flora  12.92 21.67 72 83 
Florien  10.83 NA 72 NA 
Folsom  37.83 86.08 67 87 
Fordoche  10.08 10.33 75 62 
Forest Hill  23 35.92 64 56 
Forked Island 
Northwest  11.75 20.4 71 108 
Forked Island  13.75 15.08 80 105 
Fort Necessity  11.58 20.33 57 80 
Fort Polk  NA 17 NA 47 
Fortune Fork  10.55 10 70 61 
Foules  11 10 63 66 
Franklin  1.5 6 24 68 
Franklinton  41.63 29.92 82 82 
Fred  10.1 20.53 63 69 
French 
Settlement  17.75 33.08 65 79 
Frogmore  10.5 21.23 83 77 
Frost  13.58 10.58 64 60 
Fryeburg  9.3 21.92 76 62 
Fullerton Lake  11.42 24.12 61 52 
Garden Island 




Quads Summer Effort Winter Effort Summer Species Richness 
Winter Species 
Richness 
Gardner  57.67 61.5 107 103 
Gaytine  7.53 4.57 47 44 
Georgetown  15.58 NA 64 NA 
Gibsland  10.25 21 65 69 
Gibson  10.08 21.33 49 81 
Gilbert  10.83 NA 56 NA 
Gilleyville  14.88 15.25 70 59 
Gilliam  26.42 19.25 84 89 
Glenmora  10 NA 60 NA 
Gloster  10.42 23.92 77 79 
Golden 
Meadow  10.37 22.13 76 94 
Goldonna  10.25 NA 63 NA 
Gonzales  13 34 63 97 
Goodwill  10.65 20.88 50 69 
Gordon  10.7 5.5 72 46 
Gorum  12.67 10 57 45 
Grand Bayou 
Du Large  11.58 NA 26 NA 
Grand Bayou  49.62 27.12 94 112 
Grand Cane  10.5 23.08 71 82 
Grand Chenier  12.25 20.25 83 119 
Grand Isle  50.17 83.25 91 150 
Grand River  12.97 NA 75 NA 
Grassy Lake  11.62 9.75 68 68 
Green Gables  11.33 NA 68 NA 
Greensburg  12.42 NA 69 NA 
Greenwood  17.5 21.17 73 72 
Gretna Green  12.02 10.5 67 65 
Grosse Tete  14.05 24.92 75 84 
Grosse Tete 
Southwest  11.08 1.63 76 41 
Gueydan  11.5 22.83 84 118 
Guy  10.35 NA 83 NA 
Haaswood  14.92 140.67 73 97 
Hackberry 
Beach  5.65 12.67 47 34 
Hackberry  5 10.08 47 78 
Haddens  4.25 10.5 50 66 




Quads Summer Effort Winter Effort Summer Species Richness 
Winter Species 
Richness 
Haile  11.5 24.33 57 57 
Hall Summit  NA 18.92 NA 77 
Hammock 
Lake  5.6 15.58 52 90 
Hammond  10.83 10 68 50 
Hanna  18.08 27.17 75 104 
Happy Jack  3 24.83 24 118 
Harmon  20.33 21.67 87 108 
Harrell Lake  12.18 23.4 64 63 
Harrisonburg  10.25 20.17 65 71 
Hatchersville  13.75 20.42 68 70 
Hathaway  11.38 8.58 81 104 
Hayes  12.78 25.38 85 129 
Haynesville 
East  17.5 NA 64 NA 
Haynesville 
West  10.25 25.75 70 67 
Hebert Lake  NA 10 NA 98 
Hebert  14.17 20.83 70 79 
Hecker  12.13 NA 60 NA 
Heflin  10.25 19 68 66 
Hellhole Bayou  6.75 7.67 49 45 
Henleyfield  5.5 NA 68 NA 
Hickory  10.25 20.08 70 68 
Hog Bayou  5.3 NA 71 NA 
Holden  10.42 NA 70 NA 
Hollis Creek  11.33 NA 74 NA 
Holly Beach  23 28.07 75 104 
Holly  9.78 28.83 51 76 
Holum  11.67 10.67 59 44 
Homer  33.33 129.75 108 120 
Hornbeck  5 NA 55 NA 
Hortman  15 20.75 70 74 
Houma  6.33 14.62 58 82 
Hudson  10.3 10 54 66 
Hughes  11.18 NA 67 NA 
Humphreys  10 25.27 72 94 
Hunter  21.68 NA 83 NA 
Hurricane 




Quads Summer Effort Winter Effort Summer Species Richness 
Winter Species 
Richness 
Husser  7.5 23.58 61 74 
Huxley East  11.17 20.42 80 89 
Ile 
Natchitoches  5.07 NA 60 NA 
Indian Beach  42.1 54.45 62 90 
Indian Lake  12.68 NA 61 NA 
Indian Village  5.17 NA 60 NA 
Industrial  12.33 10.17 69 55 
Innis  10 11.2 69 91 
Intracoastal 
City  17.75 16.58 90 129 
Iota  14.4 14.63 78 100 
Iowa  10.47 16.23 66 93 
Iron Branch  10.17 10.42 68 43 
Irwin Lake  12.8 25.25 54 71 
Ivan  14.8 29.33 85 69 
Jackass Bay  10.3 22.58 64 69 
Jacks Point 
Island  10.8 17.13 76 117 
Jackson  9.92 20.75 63 72 
Jamestown  10.88 20.67 62 65 
Jeanerette  4.37 10 40 59 
Jena East  28.73 35.97 67 72 
Jena West  21.38 25.57 78 55 
Jennings  10.67 20.88 81 108 
Jericho  22.08 16.17 83 70 
Johnsons 
Bayou  10.42 13.42 63 107 
Jonesboro 
North  13.5 NA 82 NA 
Jonesboro 
South  10.5 12.75 66 64 
Jonesville 
North  NA 10.17 NA 74 
Jonesville 
South  10.08 NA 65 NA 
Kaplan North  11.33 37.08 77 133 
Kaplan South  10.87 33.5 82 131 
Keatchie  10.08 20.5 68 63 




Quads Summer Effort Winter Effort Summer Species Richness 
Winter Species 
Richness 
Kentwood  10.75 NA 61 NA 
Kernan  NA 11.75 NA 62 
Kilbourne  10 15.25 56 67 
Killian  12 21.15 63 70 
Kinder  11.13 NA 81 NA 
Kisatchie  10.97 4.5 48 53 
Knight  NA 1 NA 8 
Koran  17.63 32.75 70 93 
Kraemer  12.93 NA 61 NA 
Krotz Springs  10.17 18.42 82 100 
Kurthwood  10.42 4.5 54 24 
La Place  256.17 265.67 122 160 
Laark  10 25.67 61 85 
LaBranche  56.92 83.5 85 123 
Lac Des 
Allemands  NA 6 NA 42 
Lac Sainte 
Agnes  2 35 16 81 
Lacamp  10.08 17.75 57 50 
Lacassine  10.72 21.97 82 118 
Lacombe  10.92 60.33 78 128 
LaCour  13.75 20.52 98 110 
Lafayette  23.72 50.25 61 124 
Lafitte  11 20.08 65 109 
Lagan  11.42 4 62 35 
Lake Arthur  10.83 22.5 86 117 
Lake Bruin  14.43 10.33 64 72 
Lake Bully 








3 NA 34 NA 
Lake Charles  10 29.72 46 84 
Lake Charles 
Southeast  10.95 26.9 81 125 
Lake Charles 




Quads Summer Effort Winter Effort Summer Species Richness 
Winter Species 
Richness 
Lake Felicity  1.53 NA 20 NA 
Lake Foursome  12.83 NA 70 NA 
Lake La 
Graisse  1.25 NA 13 NA 
Lake Laurier  5.67 20.92 52 110 
Lake Le Bleu  3 NA 34 NA 
Lake Mechant  6.78 NA 44 NA 
Lake Misere  10.45 29.58 58 111 
Lake 
Mongoulois  15.08 NA 65 NA 
Lake Penchant  8.17 NA 47 NA 
Lake 
Providence  12.55 15.42 73 78 
Lake Quitman  33 40.58 73 117 
Lake Tambour  NA 4.75 NA 32 
Lake Theriot  10.5 10.33 75 83 
Lamar  10.83 4.25 58 52 
Langston  13 20.42 63 63 
Larose  NA 20.82 NA 100 
Larto Lake 
North  10.08 20 68 75 
Latanier Bayou  13.75 22.58 73 115 
Latanier  20.17 23.25 73 84 
Laurel Hill  6.5 19.25 54 67 
Lawtell  10.08 NA 68 NA 
Lecompte  11 16.67 74 91 
Leesville  10.75 NA 81 NA 
Leeville  33.33 34.1 76 100 
Lena Lagoon  13.75 6.25 62 47 
Lena  15.58 16.25 74 79 
LeRoy  12.67 31.22 65 120 
Leton  10.58 2.75 81 39 
Libuse  10 NA 68 NA 
Liddieville  11.08 NA 56 NA 
Lillie  10.17 14 80 69 
Lisbon  10.17 20.83 58 62 
Little Creek  1.7 NA 9 NA 
Little Sandy 
Creek  10.38 20.67 76 72 
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Winter Species 
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Liverpool  11.5 21.17 70 76 
Lobdell  13.12 18.67 69 85 
Lockport  10.17 NA 62 NA 
Logansport 
East  10.33 21.67 80 85 
Lone Pine  10 NA 71 NA 
Lone Star  10.17 NA 67 NA 
Longstreet  11.75 20.5 78 74 
Longville  10.3 20.33 74 87 
Loranger  10.03 21.42 57 69 
Loreauville  NA 6 NA 41 
Loring  2.5 NA 46 NA 
Lost Lake  5 NA 43 NA 
Lottie  19.6 14.67 80 73 
Lower Sunk 
Lake  11.52 11.25 75 75 
Lower 
Vacherie  10 NA 69 NA 
Luling  10.25 23.5 69 92 
Luna  10.75 25.13 62 67 
Lutcher  44.33 42.25 82 99 
Mach Branch  NA 5.33 NA 12 
Madisonville  122.75 70.58 102 143 
Mallard Bay  NA 16.33 NA 110 
Mamou  10.42 NA 78 NA 
Manchac  17.5 17.25 58 79 
Mandeville  10.75 88 62 133 
Mangham  16.38 25.33 60 79 
Manifest  23.38 16.9 85 74 
Mansfield  10.08 11.25 77 67 
Many  10.08 10.5 74 55 
Maringouin 
Northwest  54.93 37.08 75 75 
Maringouin  27.77 26.08 109 112 
Marion East  17.07 34.62 67 54 
Marion West  11.58 9.48 53 51 
Marksville 
North  7 4 63 53 
Marksville 
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Marsalis  14.75 31.55 84 90 
Martello Castle  1 NA 3 NA 
Marthaville  11.08 11.17 70 69 
Martin  10.5 NA 60 NA 
Martinville  71 206.83 82 109 
Mason  21.67 13.83 75 66 
Mayna  NA 10 NA 65 
Melder  10.75 18.42 67 57 
Melville  12.38 15.55 80 77 
Mer Rouge  11 25 64 85 
Mermentau  14.67 20.17 95 108 
Merryville 
North  8.58 10.33 71 54 
Merryville 
South  NA 14.5 NA 61 
Millikin  5 7.25 50 54 
Milton  11.58 35.42 61 121 
Minden North  10.5 20.67 68 75 
Minden South  10.25 20.42 79 73 
Mire  12.55 20.17 62 99 
Monroe North  22.47 44.85 80 96 
Monroe South  19.58 23.75 69 86 
Montegut  10.42 19.08 73 122 
Monterey  10.17 NA 60 NA 
Montgomery  10.25 21.08 71 87 
Montpelier  10.17 21.33 62 71 
Mooringsport  31.5 46.58 86 99 
Moreauville  NA 10 NA 84 
Morgan City  10 16.58 66 83 
Morgan City 
Southeast  5.05 14.45 48 82 
Morganza  10 1.25 84 38 
Morrow  11 NA 60 NA 
Moss Bluff  16.52 20.35 55 70 
Moss Lake  13.92 19.95 86 123 
Mound Point  1 NA 16 NA 
Mound  12.83 12.17 75 83 
Mount Airy 
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Mount Hermon  11.25 NA 67 NA 
Mount Olive  10.75 21.5 68 82 
Mudville  NA 12.83 NA 54 
Mulberry Island 
East  18.33 10.42 79 102 
Napoleonville  15.17 20.75 75 79 
Napoleonville 
Southwest  NA 14.08 NA 60 
Natchez  5.07 NA 63 NA 
Natchitoches 
North  12.92 24.52 78 100 
Natchitoches 
South  11.33 NA 82 NA 
Neale  1.6 6.33 49 63 
Nebo  11.03 20.08 56 58 
Negreet  10.65 21.08 74 91 
Negreet 
Southwest  5.08 NA 46 NA 
New Iberia 
North  NA 22.42 NA 109 
New Iberia 
South  13.82 13.75 64 95 
New Orleans 
East  46 54.75 82 111 
New Orleans 
West  107.83 160.92 93 137 
New Roads  24.25 50.4 46 88 
Newellton  10.67 14.42 67 95 
Newlight  11.5 1 70 33 
Nicholson  45.67 93.58 78 79 
Nickel  10.25 NA 58 NA 
North Bend  11.17 NA 65 NA 
North 
Highlands  33.63 39 79 109 
North Shore  13.67 26.08 61 112 
Oak Grove  10.58 17.67 61 58 
Oakdale  10.17 8.58 66 54 
Oakley  11.6 NA 62 NA 
Oberlin  10.28 NA 87 NA 
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Olla West  10.9 NA 51 NA 
Opelousas  10.17 NA 64 NA 
Orange  5.15 5 31 53 
Oyster Bayou  12.25 NA 41 NA 
Packton  13.63 11.25 50 46 
Palmetto  17.12 20.5 94 113 
Panther Lake  11.12 NA 55 NA 
Parks  NA 18.75 NA 100 
Pass a’Loutre 
East  2.45 NA 25 NA 
Pass a’Loutre 
West  6.03 1.62 43 44 
Patterson  10.42 8.83 73 81 
Pawnee  10.25 NA 65 NA 
Peason  NA 11.25 NA 59 
Pecan Island  5 NA 52 NA 
Pelican  10.3 NA 69 NA 
Peveto Beach  24.53 42.67 79 121 
Phoenix  40.8 73.67 72 136 
Pierre Parte  NA 9.33 NA 69 
Pigeon  5.17 13.58 65 83 
Pilottown  6.5 2 45 51 
Pine Chapel  NA 11 NA 63 
Pine Grove  10.67 17.08 70 75 
Pine Prairie  9.58 NA 60 NA 
Pine  18.33 NA 76 NA 
Pioneer  10.17 17.08 56 66 
Pitkin  10.75 24.08 61 67 
Plain Dealing  10.42 21.08 68 72 
Plaquemine  54.17 63.77 95 131 
Plaucheville  5 42.58 62 113 
Pleasant Hill  10.2 19.17 75 72 
Plumb Bayou  1.33 NA 31 NA 
Point a la 
Hache  18.58 79.22 78 155 
Point Au Fer  9.8 NA 30 NA 
Point 
Chevreuil  5 3.33 47 60 
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Pollock  11.57 NA 66 NA 
Ponchatoula 
Northeast  10.58 22.17 66 67 
Ponchatoula  10.63 24.17 80 100 
Ponchatoula 
Southeast  NA 6.58 NA 52 
Port Arthur 
South  NA 2.67 NA NA 
Port Barre  NA 20.47 NA 92 
Port Hudson  10.45 34.25 66 73 
Port Sulphur  12.75 25.67 65 128 
Portage  8.2 24.55 64 81 
Powell Point  NA 1 NA 28 
Powhatan  12.5 21.5 87 106 
Prairieville  18.08 22.7 69 75 
Pride  14.67 25.25 74 71 
Provencal  NA 12.08 NA 64 
Pumpkin 
Islands  10.08 2 66 75 
Rapides  36.5 76.95 116 125 
Rayville  20.67 28 65 64 
Reeves  10.17 NA 65 NA 
Reserve  82.25 77.67 90 124 
Richard  10.33 NA 72 NA 
Rigolets  19.67 34.92 89 126 
Ringgold  10.92 21.08 65 74 
Riverton  13.08 19.83 71 72 
Robert  10.5 17.33 72 68 
Rock Hill  11 7.75 59 46 
Rocky Branch  30.7 40.83 72 68 
Rogillioville  20.67 19.5 81 63 
Rollover Lake  NA 2 NA 45 
Roseland  10.17 NA 66 NA 
Rosepine  5.33 14.83 41 52 
Roy  10 20.5 69 63 
Ruddock  10.25 12.5 61 72 
Ruston East  13.88 21.62 78 66 
Ruston West  14.8 NA 73 NA 
Sailes  10.92 NA 57 NA 
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Salter Creek  8.58 10 69 62 
Saranac  10.25 2 66 34 
Satsuma  10.42 12.33 65 63 
Savage Creek  11.5 24.78 66 57 
Savoie  10.25 10.33 73 90 
Scotlandville  13.07 16.42 78 71 
Sheridan  21 20.25 80 68 
Shiloh  14.32 NA 61 NA 
Shoats Creek  5.05 10 30 67 
Shongaloo  10.75 2 66 14 
Shreveport 
East  52.93 74.17 100 131 
Shreveport 
West  13.75 38.25 68 103 
Sicily Island  10.33 1.8 57 23 
Sieper  10.75 16.17 75 52 
Sikes  12.97 NA 60 NA 
Simpson North  10.58 12.25 49 55 
Simpson South  10.58 12.08 58 54 
Simsboro  10.5 16 73 62 
Slagle  10 3.08 64 27 
Slidell  23.42 33.92 73 85 
Sligo  10.37 20.3 75 100 
Slocum  10.17 19.12 72 76 
Smith Bayou  5.67 14.6 53 79 
Soileau  NA 20.95 NA 92 
Somerset  10.83 5.67 58 40 
Sondheimer  10.43 10.22 60 57 
Sorrento  15.08 32.42 79 104 
South of South 
Pass  1.63 1.75 24 27 
South Pass  7.1 9.53 49 83 
South Point  NA 10.75 NA 91 
Spanish Fort 
Southeast  47.98 102.28 83 147 
Sparta  13.62 20.08 81 77 
Spearsville  12.45 NA 67 NA 
Spokane  11.33 39 65 103 
Spring Creek  10.67 14 68 64 
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Springfield  15.67 1.25 69 21 
St. Francisville  10 21.37 74 73 
St. Gabriel  103.32 189.83 112 129 
St. Joseph  5.17 6.17 55 76 
St. Landry  10.58 25 62 96 
St. Maurice  12.5 NA 75 NA 
St. Tammany  17.17 30.33 63 68 
Starks  7.52 NA 60 NA 
State Line  11 20.67 67 68 
Steep Gully  10.5 10.5 64 53 
Sterlington  13.03 21.67 65 70 
Stonewall  81.25 120.33 111 115 
Sugartown  10.92 NA 63 NA 
Sugrue  20.5 17.42 67 58 
Sulphur  11.4 20.42 68 89 
Summerfield  25 12.17 77 61 
Summerville  10.15 NA 62 NA 
Sun  10.5 21.58 60 67 
Sunset  10.08 14.75 67 78 
Swartz  13.42 21.02 64 77 
Swayze Lake  11.03 NA 76 NA 
Sweet Lake  5.92 NA 49 NA 
Tallulah  10.7 3.25 60 55 
Tate Cove  NA 2.25 NA 36 
Temple  10.25 10.67 61 53 
Tendal  10.33 3.38 52 34 
Tensas Bluff  11.58 11 72 48 
Texas Point  9.87 12.37 82 84 
Thibodaux  19.5 70.78 74 101 
Thornwell  21.38 64.83 91 154 
Three Bayou 
Bay  2 NA 28 NA 
Timbalier 
Island  NA 8.83 NA 54 
Topsy  10 14.5 52 65 
Toro  17 13.17 80 73 
Transylvania  10.6 7.33 64 73 
Trenton  11.42 20.17 63 78 
Triumph  11 92.33 74 176 
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Tullos  15.3 10.88 62 57 
Tunica  14.42 18.08 88 87 
Turnbull Island  NA 24.52 NA 76 
Twin Oaks  10.92 1.08 57 18 
Venice  10.5 24.67 65 118 
Verda  10.7 NA 67 NA 
Vernon  16.55 NA 69 NA 
Vicksburg West  7.9 27.2 76 93 
Ville Platte  10.83 13.5 72 111 
Vinton  10.08 21 57 97 
Vivian North  21.13 28.08 77 73 
Vivian South  17.33 22.83 68 79 
Vixen  10 11 59 34 
Vowells Mill  10.42 NA 55 NA 
Waldheim  12 23 67 65 
Walker  10.38 19.92 65 74 
Wallace Lake  38.92 32.5 99 87 
Walls  12.58 18.33 78 92 
Walters  10.43 20.33 62 75 
Wardview  31.33 25.08 92 101 
Waterproof  10.5 9.92 68 74 
Watson  10.42 24.75 67 68 
Waverly 
Southeast  14.25 14.28 63 68 
Weeks  11.33 20.17 70 93 
Welsh North  12.58 27.83 86 115 
Welsh South  10.47 21.18 83 129 
West Isles 
Dernieres  37 3.5 44 35 
West Monroe 
North  38.73 86.1 89 102 
West Monroe 




NA 1.75 NA 38 
Westlake  10.68 20.48 44 89 
Weston  10.5 7.13 54 47 
Westwood  10.03 NA 65 NA 
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White Castle  11.67 20.38 61 74 
Whitehall  10.83 20.08 69 70 
Whiteville  10 26.25 51 85 
Whitney Island 
North  10.58 2.17 55 37 
Whitney Island 
South  12.52 20.98 56 85 
Wiergate 
Southeast  5 NA 46 NA 
Wilkinson Bay  5.75 1 29 25 
Williana  15.68 14.95 55 38 
Wilmer  11.42 29.47 68 84 
Wilson Creek  10.33 NA 61 NA 
Wilson  10.25 21.37 73 73 
Winnfield East  12.4 21.42 62 61 
Winnfield West  17.25 4 80 55 
Winnsboro  10.08 16.22 52 74 
Wisner  10.25 12.35 64 57 
Womack  12.55 26.83 56 85 
Woodworth 
East  25.5 22.5 80 91 
Woodworth 
West  50.08 56.58 92 89 
Wright  11.8 29.25 85 119 
Youngsville  10.12 24.83 58 88 
Yscloskey  11 24.78 60 95 
Zachary  12.13 16.02 62 73 
Zwolle 
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